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Japan Recognizes New Romanian Government 


Nakayama Makes Announcement 


OW 2812164289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1608 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 29 KYODO—Japan has récognized 
the new revolutionary government in Romania, officials 
said Friday. The cabinet took the decision in an extraor- 
dinary session convened shortly after Thursday mid- 
night to adopt a 66.27 trillion yen budget for fiscal 1990, 
the officials said. 


The government of Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu, how- 
ever, put off recognition of the newly installed govera- 
ment in Panama until it can take firmer control of the 
country. 


Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama told the cabinet ses- 
sion that Japan will establish friendly ties with the 
provisional government of National Salvation Front 
interim leader Ilie Iliescu and extend full support to 
Romania's development. Nakayama congratulated the 
Romanian people for ‘throwing of the yoke of 24 years 
of dictatorship” and reiterated the Japanese Govern- 
ment’s pledge of | million dollars in emergency human- 
itarian aid to Romania through the International Red 
Cross. 


Nakayama said bilateral relations would officially begin 
when Romanian Ambassador to Tokyo Constatin Vlad 
pays a call on the Foreign Ministry later Friday morning, 
while Japan's ambassador in Bucharest, Katsuhiro 
Ichioka, does likewise. 


The cabinet will also recognize the new Panamanian 
Government of President Guillermo Endara as soon as it 
shows itself to be capable of standing more firmly on its 
own feet, officials said. Japanese Ambassador (o Panama 
Junpei Kato will then arrange a meeting with a “top 
leader”’ of the new Panamanian Government and convey 
Japan's desire to maintain and promote friendly ties, 
Nakayama told the cabinet. Officials said the reference 
to a “top leader” could include either the new Panama- 
nian president, vice president or foreign minister. They 
said Ambassador Kato, now awaiting orders in Los 
Angeles, will likely return to his post Friday when the 
international airport in Panama City is expected to be 
completely opened to commercial flights. 


Officials said Thursday at least 15 countries have now 
established diplomatic contacts with the new Panama- 
nian Government, including Australia, Belgium, Britain, 
Canada, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Norway and Switzer- 
land. They said the conditions for Japan’s extension of 
recognition would entail a judgment as to whether the 
Panamanian Government is in sufficient control of the 
country, respects its international obligations and abides 
by international law. 
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Officials denied the continued U.S. troop presence in 
Panama is an obstacle to recognition, saying they can see 
a situation where the Panama police forces maintain the 
peace with the support of a portion of U.S. forces. They 
noted that some | 2,000-15,000 U.S. troops are usually 
stationed in the strategic country anyway to protect the 
Panama Canal. 


Romanian Envoy Comments 


OW 2912035689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0329 GMT 
29 Dec 8Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 29 KYODO—-Japan on Friday estab- 
lished relations with the new revolutionary government 
in Romania and pledged to contribute to the country’s 
development under democratic rule 


Japan’s diplomatic recognition of the National Salvation 
Front’s provisional government, headed by interim Pres- 
ident lon Iliescu, was formally initiated with the visit of 
Romanian Ambassador Constantin Vlad to the Foreign 
Ministry on Friday. Vlad, in a brief meeting with Take- 
hiro Togo, director general of the ministry's European 
and Oceanic Affairs Bureau, was quoted as saying that 
Romania has decided to develop itself as a “pluralistic 
state." He thanked Japan for its support of the new 
government and said that the Japanese people’s assis- 
tance, including their donations through the Red Cross, 
was a positive sign of the future course of bilateral 
relations. 


Officiais said the government has donated | million 
dollars in emergency relief assistance through the Japa- 
nese Red Cross, while civic groups are arranging various 
fund-raising activities. 


Owada voiced strong support foi the establishment of a 
government on December 26 reflecting the will of the 
Romanian people after what he said was 24 years of 
dictatorship. 


“Japan intends to do everything it can to contribute to 
Romania’s development under this democratic Govern- 
ment,” he was quoted as saying. Japan will soon order its 
envoy in Bucharest, Ambassador Katsuhiro Ichioka, to 
pay a call on officials of the new government to convey a 
similar message, officials said. 


U.S. Seeks To Close ‘Ticonderoga’ Issue 


OW 2712123289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1056 GMT 
27 Dec &9Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—Japan has complied 
with a U.S. request not to delve further into a 1965 
nuclear accident in order not to cause any “adverse 
effect” on U.S. national security interests, Foreign Min- 
istry officials said Wednesday. “The Japanese Govern- 
ment understands the U.S. Government’s position and 
has no intention of making further requests of it,” said a 
high-level official, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
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The official said Pentagon officials made the verbal 
request in a meeting Tuesday with Japanese Embassy 
personnel in Washington. The meeting was called fol- 
lowing Japan's latest call for clarification on the Ticon- 
deroga incident of December 5, 1965, in which a war- 
plane loaded with a hydrogen bomb rolled off the flattop 
Ticonderoga and sank near Okinawa Prefecture, 
southern Japan. 


“The U.S. Government feels any further discussion on 
this matter could compromise our operational policies 
and have an adverse effect on our national security 
interests,’ the U.S. message reportedly said. Both Japa- 
nese and U.S. diplomatic officials have stated that the 
reference was to the nolicies and interests of the United 
States, not those of Japan. 


Japan's latest call for clarification came after the Foreign 
Ministry was requested to demand a proper U.S. 
response in a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the House of Councillors on December 13. Officials 
said they take the U.S. response to mean that it is not 
willing to discuss the matter further or to continue 
exchanging related information. 


The Pentagon officials reportedly told Japanese Embassy 
officials that Japan need not be concerned about any of 
the 31 other incidents contained in a 1981 Department 
of Defense summary of accidents involving nuclear 
weapons. The summary only came to light last May. 


They said that the Ticonderoga incident was the only 
such accident in the vicinity of Japan, according to the 
Foreign Ministry officials. The original Pentagon sum- 
mary said only that the Ticonderoga incident »ccurred 
“500 miles (800 kilometers) from land...at sea in the 
Pacific.’ But shortly after the incident was revealed, 
U.S. officials clarified that the accident occurred “in 
international waters” some 80 miles (133 kilometers) off 
Japan’s Okinawa island chain. Japan only became aware 
of the accident through press reports last May. 


The reports led to concern among Japanese that the U.S. 
was not only ignoring Japan’s nonnuclear policy, but also 
endangering lives by not disclosing a nuclear accident in 
Japan’s vicinity for 16 years. Following the incident, the 
aircraft carrier reportedly docked at Yokosuka, a U:S. 
naval base south of Tokyo, after a sensitive tour of duty 
off Vietnam, but the Japanese Govert.ment has not 
pressed the U.S. over this claim. 


Under the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, the introduction 
of nuclear weapons into Japanese territorial waters, 
including nuclear weapons aboard warships, is subject to 
prior consultations with the Japanese Government, For- 
eign Ministry officials said. 


“As there has not been any such prior consultation, the 
Japanese Government harbors no suspicions that the 
U.S. has brought nuclear weapons into Japan,” one 
official said, echoing the official government line. But 
opposition parties and civic groups charge that the U.S. 
Navy routinely brings nuclear weapons through Japan 
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with the tacit approval of the Japanese Government. 
Officials quoted the Pentagon message as reiterating 
U.S. insistence that it has been upfront with Japan on the 
accident. 


“Understanding the special concerns of the Japanese 
people, the U.S. Government has been forthcoming in 
providing information concerning the Ticonderoga inci- 
dent,” the orally delivered message said. 


“Information concerning the accident, including loca- 
tion and environmental impact, have been provided to 
the Government of Japan,” it reportedly said. 


In mid-May and again in early July, the Pentagon 
assured Japan that there is no danger the bomb will 
detonate, noting that it was inert when it fell overboard. 
The Pentagon also said then that the stray bomb has “no 
environmental impact,’ despite having presumably 
leaked radiation into the surrounding seas during its 
16,000-feet (4,800-meter) descent to the ocean bed. 


A Foreign Ministry official noted Japan's satisfaction 
with U.S. assurances ‘‘at the highest level” that it under- 
stands the spe: jal sentiments of the Japanese people with 
regard to nuclear weapons. 


Asked if the U.S. call for the Ticonderoga incident to be 
buried will prove acceptable to the Japanese people, the 
official said the government simp'y accepts the U.S. 
message as it was delivered. The official said that the 
U.S. expression of concern over the effect of repeated 
inquiries on its “operations po''cies”’ was likely a refer- 
ence to the Navy's so-called “*\. ND” policy, in which it 
“neither confirms nor denies” ihe presence of nuclear 
weapons aboard its vessels. 


Okinawa Paper Welcomes USMC Withdrawal Plan 


OW2512055489 Naha OKINAWA TIMES in Japanese 
19 Dec 89 Morning Edition p S$ 


{Editorial: “Implement the Marine Corps Withdrawal 
Plan’’] 


[Excerpts] The waves of East-West detente are exerting a 
favorable influence on “Okinawa, the island of bases,” as 
well. The total withdrawal of the U.S. Marine Corps 
[USMC] troops from Okinawa by 1995 is good news to 
the prefectural people. 


The USMC withdrawal plan is still being examined, but 
to Okinawa Prefecture, which has been under heavy 
pressure from the military bases for more than 40 years 
since World War II, it is welcome news. We hope it will 
not end as a plan, but will be implemented by all means. 


In the wake of the reductions in U.S. defense spending 
and the relaxation of military tension between the 
United States and the Soviet Union, the U.S. forces have 
begun reviewing their strategies in the Asian and Pacific 
region, according to an ASAHI SHIMBUN report. The 


FBIS-EAS-89-249 
29 December 1989 


report points out that the total withdrawal of USMC 
troops from Ok nawa is part of a fighting force redeploy- 
ment plan. 


According to the plan, Marine forces, including some 
3,000 men and about 60 operational aircraft from the 3d 
Marine Division anc the Ist Marine Aircraft Wing 
stationed in Okinawa will be moved back to Hawaii by 
1995. Subsequently, some 3,500 troops of the U.S. Army 
in Japan and South Korea will be withdrawn as far back 
as Alaska. Reportedly, the U.S. forces in South Korea 
will be reduced to brigade size—some 10,000 men. 
However, the function of facilities as prepositioned 
bases for the supply of war materials will be kept intact. 


In addition, the U.S. Navy in Japan will be withdrawn to 
Hawaii in the future, and reductions of air power at 
Kadena and Yokota will also be examined. In Okinawa, 
taking the prefectural people's feelings into consider- 
ation, the plan reportedly calls for joint use of US. 
military bases by civilian aircraft. 


As a result, the forward deployment line of the U.S. 
forces in the Western Pacific will be moved back to a line 
which connects Alaska, Hawaii, and Guam. In this 
connection, the U.S. forces explain that, even if they 
should retreat, their emergency deployment is still quite 
possible and the significance of the U.S. forces’ presence 
will not diminish. 


The USMC on Okinawa is the backbone of the U.S. 
forces stationed in Okinawa. It is the only division-sized 
force deployed outside the United States and a strike 
force designated as a central unit of the U.S. rapid 
deployment forces. 


Now that the world is moving toward peace with the 
advent of a new era in U.S.-Soviet relations, the com- 
plete withdrawal of the backbone of the U.S. forces in 
Okinawa, although siill only a plan under study at this 
stage, is quite attainable. This is a desirable development 
for the people of Okinawa Prefecture. [passage omitted] 


The presence of military bases not only threatens the 
livelihood of the people of Okinawa Prefecture, but is 
also a major factor impeding industrial development. 
The report that the United States has begun examining 
the Marine Corps withdrawal should be viewed against 
the backdrop of cuts in U.S. defense spending and the 
international political and social situation of a new 
detente. Nevertheless, if it is carried into practice, it will 
help advance, in one leap, the consolidation and 
retrenchment of the bases which the people of Okinawa 
Prefecture have been urging. It will also heip eliminate 
the damages caused by the Marine Corps exercises, as 
well as incidents and accidents. Hence, it may be safe to 
say that, to the people of Okinawa Prefecture, it is “a 
welcome event,” as stated by Governor Nishime. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


The removal and reduction of the “Okinawa base,” an 
illegitimate child of the cold war, is a big welco.ne. 
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However, it 1s feared that its replacement by the Self- 
Defense Forces will lead to a newly strengthened base. 
Therefore, we cannot approve of it. 


Now that the reorganization of the U.S. fighting force 
has emerged in concrete form, the prefectural govern- 
ment and local municipalities should come to grips with 
plans for the utilization of the base sites at an early date. 
Some of the municipalities which have been depending 
on the base economy are showing apprehensions at the 
withdrawal plan. Utilization plans need to be worked out 
so that no new sacrifices, in the form of compensation 
for the restoration of returned baseland, the employment 
of base workers, and other problems, will be imposed on 
the prefectural people. 


The prefectural government is now working on the 
formulation of its Third Development Plan. This plan 
should clearly spell out how base sites are going to be 
utilized. 


U.S. Pressure Boosts Trade Commission Budget 


OW 2712134889 Tokyo KYODO in English 1219 GMT 
27 Dec &Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec.27 KYODO—The Finance Ministry 
has approved a sharp increase in the budget of the Fair 
Trade Commission (FTC) for fiscal 1990, which will 
total 3.76 billion yen, up 6.7 percent from the current 
fiscal year, FTC officials said Wednesday. In addition, 
13 new personnel in the next fiscal year beginning April 
| will help strengthen FTC activities to enforce the 
Antimonopoly Law, the officials said. The move is in 
line with strong U.S. calls for the vigorous enforcement 
of the Antimonopoly Law by the commission to improve 
access to Japan’s markets. 


Under the ongoing structural impediments initiative 
(SII) talks, the United States is demanding a tougher role 
by the FTC in forbidding anticompetitive business prac- 
tices, including a bid-rigging system called “dango.” 


The 6.7 percent rise in the FTC's fiscal 1990 budget 
compares with an increase of 8.4 percent for fiscal 1989, 
a modest 3.2 percent rise for fiscal 1988 and a 4.3 
percent increase in fiscal 1987. The officials said the 
sharp 8.4 percent rise in the fiscal 1989 budget was 
primarily due to the fact that the government allowed the 
commission to add 16 new staffers to help cope with the 
introduction of the 3 percent consumption tax in April 
this year. 


The number of examiners who will study cases of anti- 
competitive business practices will be increased from the 
current 129 to 154, including the 13 new personnel in 
fiscal 1990 and |2 to be transferred from other sections, 
the officials said. 


The commission will also set up new sections to collect 
information oa alleged violaters of the Antimonopoly 
Law and to actually examine the cases. A section similar 
to the Office of Trade Ombudsman of the Economic 
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Planning Agency (EPA) wall be created to handle claims 
from forcign companies operating in Japan 


In addition, the commission will strengthen publicity 
activities On its Operations for foreign countries through 
the issuance of an English journal and through regular 
gatherings with foreign business organizations based in 
Japan, the officials said 


Official Supports Mongolian Reform Efforts 


OW2712153589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1410 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—Mongolia’s drive 
toward openness illustrates the impact of East-West 
reconciliation in the Asia-Pacific region and should be 
actively encouraged by Japan, Foreign Ministry officials 
said Wednesday. A top Foreign Ministry official said 
Japan must help integrate progressive-minJded countries 
like Mongolia into the dynamism of the Asia-Pacific 
region. 


The official was commenting on pessimistic assessments 
that U.S.-Soviet amity and democratic reforms in 
Eastern Europe have barely influenced the region around 
Japan. Unlike North Korea and China, however, Mon- 
golia has geared its policies to international trends, 
Owing in part to its close ties with the reformist Soviet 
Union, the official said. 


He said Japan must play a role in crafting the “new 
international political and economic order’ which ts 
now in the making in a way that is commensurate with 
its vast economic power. Being situated in the vibrant 
Asia-Pacific region, he said Japan should assume the role 
of bringing countries like Mongolia into the mainstream. 
Another official concurred, saying Japan considers Mon- 
golia to be a prime candidate for an upgrading of 
cooperative ties. 


Noting that both countries have recently been making 
“gestures” to each other, he said ties have taken off since 
former Foreign Minister Sousuke Uno made a prece- 
dent-breaking visit to Ulaanbaatar last May and met 
Mongolian leader Jambyn Batmonh. The trip was fol- 
lowed up in August when Japan dispatched its first 
full-fledged economic mission to Ulaanbaatar. Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama subsequently met Mongolian 
Foreign Minister Tserenpiliyr Gombosuren in New 
York in September. Mongolian Prime Minister 
Dumaagiyn Sodnom, meanwhile, is expected to visit 
Tokyo early next year, perhaps in February. 


In line with “new thinking” in the foreign policy of the 
Soviet Union, Moscow’s grip on its southern neighbor 
loosened considerably. Accordingly, Mongolia has been 
diversifying its overseas contacts, emphasizing stronger 
ties with Western countnes and smoothing over ties with 
China. 


As a side effect of Moscow’s less interventionist diplo- 
macy and its massive troop withdrawal! from Mongolia, 
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Soviet economic assistance has slackened off, leading 
Mongolia to warm to other potential benefactors. 
Domestically, Mongolia 1s engaged in economic reform 
policies, introducing Western-ornented mechanisms as 
part of a local brand of perestroyka 


Mongolian nationalism, meanwhile, 1s expenencing a 
revival. As an expression of that feeling, | 3th century 
Mongol conquerer Genghis Khan has been revived as a 
national hero, adorning stamps and having streets 
named after him, whereas before the mere mention of his 
name was taboo. 


Hailing Mongolia’s initiatives at openness and diversifi- 
cation, a Foreign Ministry official said, ““We obviously 
would like to encourage such orientations.”’ More specif- 
ically, he said Japan is looking at possible areas of 
economic cooperation and considering increased grant 
aid. Japan is also trying to stir private sector interes* in 
Mongolia, he said. 


While concrete proposals have not been worked out yet, 
the oficial said Japan expects progress during the Mon- 
golian premier’s visit here in the coming months. 


“Mongolia appears to want to become a full-fledged 
member of the family of Asia,” he said. “For them, we 
are a natural candidate for deepening relations.” 


Japan To Upgrade Hijack Response Strategy 
OW2612151389 Tokyo KYODO in Enelis) 1413 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 26 KYODO—Japan plans to 
upgrade its response to hiyackings after having been 
caught off guard when a hijacked Chinese jetliner landed 
in Japan earlier this month, Deputy Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Nobuo Is/iihara said Tuesday. Meanwhiie, a 
high government oficial said Japan is planning to extra- 
dite suspected hijacker Zhang Zhenhai, 35, in early 
January. 


Ishihara told a news conference the government “got a 
late start” in organizing a response to the hijacking 
because the Transport Ministry contactec the cabinet 
only after it learned the plane was headed for Japan. 


“When a hijacking occurs overseas ther is the possi- 
bility that Japanese nationals may be onboard, or that 
the criminal may have some relation with Japan,” he 
said after a meeting to disband a special government task 
force set up immediately after the hijack on December 
16. Ishihara said the task force agreed that in the future 
the cabinet should be alerted as soon as a hiyacking 1s 
reported. 


The task force was established about one hour after the 
government first learned of the hijacking. 


The plane was returned to China with 208 passengers, 
including Zhang's wife and son, some |! hours after it 
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landed at Fukuoka airport in southern Japan. According 
to international law either Japan or China may prosecute 
the hyackers. 


Asked about Japan's decision to extradite Zhang amid 
reports that he may not have used violence, Ishihara 
said, “This 1s not a question of deciding to return him 
because of a particular behavior, there 1s no mistake that 
he hiyacked the plane.’ Ishihara also said it is not 
necessary for Japan to confirm China's treatment of 
Zhang's wife, who was last seen being led off in hand- 
cuffs after the plane arrived in Beijing. China has denied 
reports that the wife, who Japan has said was not 
involved in the hyacking, had been arrested 


Zhang is recuperating trom a broken pelvis and other 
injuries he suffered after being shoved out of a plane 
door after it landed. Doctors said Tuesday that Zhang 
would be able to hold a conversation within several! days 
A Fukuoka Prefecture Lawyers’ Asscciation 1s also 
seeking a meeting with the 35-year-old suspect to ask 
Zhang whether he wishes to seek political asylum 


Atsuhiko Kubo, professor of international law at Kana- 
gawa University, said the Japanese Government is 
obliged to obtain assurances from China that Zhang wil! 
not face punishment on political grounds prior to his 
extradition. Police initially reported that Zhang asked to 
go to Taiwan and that he was fleeing China as a result of 
the suppression of pro-democracy demonstrations in 
Beijing. Au'horities later said neither reason was true 


Zhang was the only person injured in the hiyacking. 
Zhang reportedly wrote a hyack aote on Chinese paper 
money and claimed he had left explosives in a Beijing 
hotel, but none were found. 


Government Adopts Budget Plan for Fiscal 1990 


OW 2812221389 Tokyo KYODO in English 1603 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 29 KYODO—The cabinet of Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu Friday approved the fiscal 1990 
national budget plan that would boost overseas eco- 
nomic aid and defense spending while eliminating the 
issue of debt-financing bonds for the first time in 15 
years. The 66,273.6 billion yen budget, approved at a 
special cabinet meeting, calls for a 9.7 yercent increase in 
general-account outlays in the coming fiscal year starting 
next April from the initial budget for fiscal 1989 


The increase would be the biggest since fiscal 1981, when 
general-account spending, consisting mostly of general 
operating outlays, debt-servicing costs and funds allotted 
to local governments, rose 9.9 percent. The spending 
growth, however, does not mean a departure from the 
austerity the government has stuck to in recent years due 
to its heavy deperdence on debt-financing bonds, as the 
growth comes largely from non-general operating out- 
lays, Finance Ministry officials said. 
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General operating expenditures alone would increase at 
a slower tempo of 3.9 percent to 35,409.2 billion yen, or 
about 53 percent of the overall budget The budget, to be 
sent to the Diet in January tor approval, came out after 
negotiations between the Finance Ministry and other 
ministries on restoration of funds cut from initial budget 
requests in a draft budget presented last Sunday by the 
Finance Ministry. The final budget plan calls for a 6.1 
percent increase in defense spending and an & 2 percent 
rise in official development assistance (ODA), or aid to 
developing nations and international organizations 


The defense spending growth ts the biggest in five years 
and taster than a 5.5 percent increase proposed in the 
draft budget, but it stems mainly from increased appro- 
priations for improvement of working conditions of 
defense staff rather than for military buildups amid the 
easing tension between East and West. Defense spending 
would total 4,159.3 billion yen, representing 0.997 per- 
cent of the nation’s gross national product (GNP) calcu- 
lated without adjustment for inflation for fiscal 1990. 
Japan had kept the ratio below | percent from |976 
through 1987 when then Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone scrapped the cabinet-imposed limit under pressure 
from Washington to share more of the defense >urden 


The 8.2 percent growth in ODA spending, totaling 817.5 
billion yen, 1s also bigger than a 5.9 percent rise in the 
draft budget, with environmental! protection-related out- 
lays in the spothght. Spending related to environmental 
protection would grow 6 percent to 451.1! billion yen 


The brisk increase reflects Japan's commitment to dou- 
bling 1ts ODA outlays in the 1988-1992 period over the 
preceding five years and a pledge made by former Prime 
Minister Sousuke Uno at the Paris summit of seven 
major industrial nations last July to contribute to 
resolving enviromental problems. 


The budget sets aside 784.5 billion yen for economic 
cooperation with other countries, 6.9 percent more than 
the fiscal 1989 budget. Most of funds in the category are 
also counted as ODA 


Within the general account, debt-servicing costs account 
for 21.6 percent of the total general-account outlays. 
expanding the fastest tempo of 22.6 percent among 
general-account categories to 14,289.3 billion yen from 
the fiscal 1989 budget. The portion of debt-servicing in 
the general account 1s the largest in the postwar penod., 
showing evidence that the national budget is still under 
the heavy weight of national! debt, the officials said. The 
development comes largely because tunds equivalent to 
a fixed portion of outstanding government bonds are set 
aside from the general account for a debt-servicing 
special account as required under the finance law. The 
government has skipped the legal measure since fiscal 
1982 as state finances had been tottering under the 
increasing weight of outstanding government bonds. 


The Finance Ministry estimates the outstanding balance 
of government bonds, including those issued to finance 
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public works, at some |62 trillion yen at the end of fis-al 
1989. The figure represents a per capita debt of some |.3 
millon yen. 


On the revenue side, the budget calls for putting an end 
to the issue of debt-financing bonds—a target the gov- 
ernment has sought to attain by the coming fiscal year 
since it began covering revenue shortfalls with such 
debentures in fiscal 1975. But the government plans to 
raise 5,630.0 billion yen through bonds to finance public 
works, a sum 20.8 percent below the fiscal 1989 level 
The step would put the ratio of funds raised by govern- 
ment bonds to the fiscal 1990 budget at 8.5 percent, 
going down 3.3 percentage points from the fiscal | 989 
budget and registering a single-digit figure for the first 
tume in 15 years 


Counting on the present economic expansion led by 
domestic demand, the government expects to raise 
58,004.0 billion yen in taxes in fiscal 1990. up 13.7 
percent from the current fisce! ,car 


The budget is based on the government's forecast that 
Japan's economy, measured by gross nationa! product, 
will grow at an inflation-adjusted 4 percent in the coming 
fiscal year 


Spending on public works, one of the areas involved in 
ongoing trade talks between Tokyo and Washington 
aimed at getting md of barriers to bilateral trade, would 
be nearly flat at 7,444.7 billion yen, up a tiny 0.2 percent 
from the fiscal 1989 budget 


In the trade talks, called “the Structural Impediment 
Initiative (SII), the United States has urged Japan to 
boost public works outlays to spur import growth in 
order to slash its 50-billion-dollar trade deficit with 
Japan. Ministry officials called the scale of public works 
spending “neutral” to the economy. They have said there 
is nO need to take pump-priming measures at a time 
when the economy is expanding on buoyant domestic 
demand. 


Asa special item, the budget allocates | 300.0 bilhhon yen 
for interest-free financing to private-sector projects, the 
money from proceeds from the sale of government-held 
shares in Nippon Telegraph And Telephone Corp. 
(NTT) incorporated in a non-general account. The sum 
is unchanged from the fiscal 1989 budget. 


The fiscal 1990 budget plan, subyect to Diet approval, is 
expected to run into tough deliberations in the Diet, 
particularly in the House of Councillors where the oppo- 
sition has held the majority simce the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party's [LDP] defeat in the July election in 
the upper house, a loss caused partly by the unpopular 
consumption tax. 


Opposition parties have already criticized the Finance 
Ministry's draft budget for relying on the new tax that 
went into effect last April and which 1s now under review 
by the government. Under the final budget plan, tax 
revenues account for 87.5 percent of overall revenues, 
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but the Finance Ministry does not say how much rev- 
enue will come from the 3 percent new tax charged on 
goods and services 


Looking at the budget /rom a political viewpoint, it 
features a host of measures apparently designed with the 
campaign for general elections expected next February in 
m.nd. The budget, among other things, earmarks (11,614 
billion yen) for social security programs, up 6.6 percent 
from the fiscal 1989 budget. in a rise prompted by the 
government's efforts to ease public criticism of the new 
tax. The government has pledged to use revenues from 
the new tax mainly for social welfare purposes. Among 
other highlights of the budget are restoration of the 
whole 20.17 billion yen cut on the draft budget from the 
Transport Ministry's request for the construction of a 
test line for the magnetically driven “linear motor car.” 


Certain ODA Budget Requests Restored 
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[Text] Tokyo, Dec 26 KYODO-—The Finance Ministry 
Tuesday agreed to restore part of appropriations it had 
slashed from the Foreign Ministry's official development 
assistance (DA) budget for fiscal 1990 in bureau chief- 
level negotiations. The Finance Ministry agreed to 
restore 528 million yen to !2,510 muilhon yen as a 
contribution to the U.N. Development Program 
(UNDP) for fiscal 1990, beginning Apr! |, compared 
with 12.800 millon yen sought initially by the Foreign 
Ministry. It also agreed to boost approprnations for a 
fiscal 1990 contribution to the U.N. Environment Pro- 
gram (L’NEP) by 340 million yen to 1,002 millon yen 
compared with |.!100 millon yen orginally sought. 


The Finance Ministry agreed to earmark |.2 billion yen 
more than it ornginally proposed as a food production 
aid budget. bringing the total! to 38.94 billion yen com- 
pared with 40 billion yen initially requested. The 
Finance Ministry offered an appropnation sufficient for 
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to 
employ 44 more officials, although 1( initially rejected 
any appropriation for an increase in JICA’s personnel. 
The Foreign Ministry initially asked for a budget to 
employ 9! more JICA officials. In fiscal 1989, 1 was 
allowed to increase JICA officials by 26. 


The Finance Ministry also agreed to restore |! millon 
yen in preliminary design expense for the development 
of a next-generation communications satellite, code- 
named CS-4. No funding was proposed for the project 
initially. The decision is a virtual green light for the CS-4 
development project. Japan plans to launch two CS-4 
communications satcllites, to be developed domestically 
at a combined cost of 90 billion yen 


The United States 1s demandiug that Japan buy US- 
made satellites rather than develop its own, sa_ ing such 
a policy unfairly restricts foresgn access to the Japanese 
satellite market 
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Long-Term Credit Banks To Raise Prime Rate 
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[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—Three long-term credit 
banks, trust banks and life insurers announced 
Wednesday they will raise the long-term prime lending 
rate by 0.3 percentage point, from the current 6.5 percent 
to 6.8 percent per anny, effective January 4. It was the 
third such hike ip as many months in the pnme rate, 
which ts charged on loans of more than one year to the 
most creditworthy corporate borrowers. The three banks 
are Industrial Bank of Japan, Long-Term Credit Bank of 
Japan and Nippon Credit Bank. 


The move follows plans by these and other bond-issuing 
banking institutions to raise the coupon rate on five-year 
interest-bearing bark debentures, on which the long- 
term prime rate is based. For the January issue to be put 
on sale Thursday, the coupon will mse by 0.3 percentage 
point to 5.9 percent. The average yield on the “wide” 
type of five-year bank debentures will be raised 0.388 
percentage point to 6.750 percent. 


Bank of Tokyo will also raise the yield on three-year 
interest-bearing debentures to 5.8 percent from the cur- 
rent 5.5 percent. Meanwhile, trust banks will raise the 
expected annua! yield on five-year loan trusts by 0.3 
percentage point to §.92 percent, and the average yield 
on five-year “big” loan trusts to 6.77 percent from the 
current 6.38 percent, effective lanuary 6. 


Survey Urges Reform in Nonmanufacturing Sector 
OW 2712001489 Tokyo KYODO in English 2304 GMT 
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{Text} Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—The Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
released an annual economic survey on Japan 
Wednesday, calling for a broad-based reform in the 
country’s nonmanufacturing sector so as to improve the 
overall quality of life. In its “OECD Economic Surveys 
on Japan,’ the organization took special note of a 
“substantial discrepancy” between Japan's economic 
power and the “relatively poor” quality of life. 


“The high cost of living in Japan, relative to most other 
(OECD) member countnes, suggests that there is an 
important role for enhanced competition in the nonman- 
ufacturing sector, to facilitate consumers’ access to 
goods. and especially imports. at prices similar to those 
prevailing abroad,” the OECD said in its survey. The 
organization called for reform to do something about 
Japan's poor housing standards in urban areas and the 
“extraordinanly long average working time” by such 
means as decontrolling vanous land regulations and 
stimulating consumer spending. Such efforts will con- 
tribute to reducing international :tinbalances and 
improve domestic welfare as well, the OECD said. 
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The organization backed the 3 percent consumption tax, 
implemented in Aprii this year, saying “Current 
attempts (by opposition parties) to repeal the reform 
should be resisted.” 


“Given the recognized difficulties of capturing nonwage 
personal income in the tax net (in Japan), this measure 
has increased not only the efficiency, but also the hon- 
zontal equity of the tax system.” the OECD said. 
Turning to trade and economic performance, the OECD 
lauded Japan's macroeconomic performance in recent 
years in terms of the growth of income. inflation, and 
unemployment 


Despite * ‘s “enviable” economic perfor- 
mance, ) «6 °ve,, tae OECD said “many of (Japan's) 
export p “an: e critena tend to have a mercantilistic 
bias, me. & .ountry’s ability to earn foreign 


exchange, rainer than its success in using international 
trade to maximise real income and welfare.” The orga- 
nization also said Japan's exports re heavily concen- 
trated in “a certain number of high value-added manu- 
facturing product groups.” including electronic 
machinery. 


On Japan's trade barners. the OFCD cited nontrans- 
parent government procurement policies and specific 
business practices as erecting “significant barners”™ in 
trade. The Japanese Government's tendency to rely on 
“single tenders,” “short bid times” and “compiex qual- 
ification procedures” tn procurement was listed as 
forming “informal barners.” 


In addition, Japanese companies’ preference for long- 
term relationships and close business ties hinder 
domestic and foreign mewcomers from entering its 
market, the organization added 


November Motor Vehicle Exports Fall 9.4% 
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[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—Japan exported 
456,404 cars. trucks, and buses in November, down 9.4 
percent from a year before, the third consecutive 
monthly decline, an industry group reported Thursday. 
The Japan Automobile Manufacturers’ Association said 
the dechne was due mainly to shrinking exports to the 
United States. 


Exports to the U.S. in November fell 22.7 percent from 
a year earlier to 212,067 units. Exports to Europe, 
however, incicased 23.6 percent to | 32.920 and ship- 
ments to Oceania grew i2.! percent to 26,043, the 
association added. 


Major automakers generally reported reducec exports. 
Toyota Motor Corp. had a !|7.0 percent drop, Nissan 
Motor Co. a 19.4 percent fall, and Honda Motor Co. lost 
7.8 percent. Truck makers, however, saw their exports 
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surge, Nissan Diese! Motor Co. reported an increase of 
89.1 percent, while Hino Motors Ltd. posted a 21.4 
percent rise. 


Levelling Off of 1-Megabit Chips Predicted 
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[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—Production of |- 
megabit dynamic random access memory (DRAM) chips 
in the first half of 1990 is expected to slow to the 211.3 
million chip level because of inventory adjustment by 
domestic makers, the government predicted Wednesday. 
The Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
(MITT) said both domestic and overseas demand for the 
|-megabit DRAM produced here, however, would likely 
rise 10 percent during the period. 


A ministry official said domestic chip makers now have 
heavy inventory buildups of I-megabit DRAM chips 
since production has outstripped demand in the past 
several months. 


“Contrary to their expectations, the market demand in 
the latter half of this year turned out to be lower than 
they thought, causing them to become a little cautious in 
their production plans ahead,” the official said. Exports 
of the |-megabit DRAM will likely drop as a result of 
stiff competition by South Korean and U.S. chip makers, 
he said. 


The MITI forecast is based on its regular survey on 
semiannual production plans and demand prospects 
made by 16 leading Japanese semiconductor makers and 
63 user firms. The survey was conducted during 
November and early December. 


The production of 256k-DRAM, meanwhile, will plunge 
30 percent in the January-June period in 1990 to 169.1 
million chips as industrial demand for the |-megabit 
DRAM continues to surpass that for 256k-DRAM. 


For erasable programmable read-only memory 
(EPROM) chips, domestic output will continue to 
decline with imported chips flooding the Japanese 
market in recent months, the official said. 


Company Plans Machine Tool Venture in Moscow 
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[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 27 KYODO—Fanuc Ltd., the 
world’s top maker of numerically controlled (NC) 
machine tools, said Wednesday it has agreed to launch a 
joint NC equipment maintenance and sales venture in 
Moscow early next year. The company said the new firm 
will be established jointly with Mitsui and Co., a major 
Japanese trading company, and Soviet machine tool 
maintenance service Stanko Service, based in Moscow. 
It will be the first NC-related venture between the Soviet 
Union and Western enterprises. 
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The new firm will offer maintenance service for Fanuc- 
made NC machines sold in the Soviet Union, produce 
and sell molded plastic products, and promote sales of 
other types of machinery. The venture will not violate 
regulations of the Paris-based Coordinating Committee 
for Multilateral Export Controls (Cocom), a Western 
organization regulating Western exports of strategic 
materials to the communist world. 


The new firm, to be capitalized at 100 million yen, will 
be 50 percent owned by the Soviet side and 25 percent 
each by the two Japanese partners, Fanuc said. Fanuc 
holds a 75 percent share of Japan's NC equipment 
market and SO percent in the world. 


The Soviet Union is the world’s third largest machine 
tool-manutacturing country with its output estimated at 
3.6 billion dollars in 1988, next to Japan's 6.8 billion 
dollars and West Germany's 4.9 billion dollars 


North Korea 


South Blamed for Unfruitful Dialogues in 1989 


SK2912023489 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0008 GMT 29 Dec 89 


{ NODONG SINMUN 29 December commentary: ‘The 
South Korean Authorities Should Duly Hold Them- 
selves Responsible’) 


[Text] As ts known, multi-channel dialogues and con- 
tacts were held between the the North and the South this 
year, including the preliminary talks for political and 
military talks, the meeting between parliamentarians for 
the North-South combined parliamentary conference, 
the sports talks, and the working delegaies’ contact 
between Red Cross organizations. 


Toward the end of the year, progress was made in the 
political and military talks and sports talks. All the talks 
held between the North and the South attracted the great 
expectation and interest of the entire country and the 
world because of their important mission and task. 
However, despite the many rounds of dialogue and the 
considerable energy put into them, none of them bore 
fruit. The full-dress talks for the solution of political and 
military issues could not be held, in the non-political 
field the single sports team could not be born either, and 
the second round exchange of art troupes and home- 
visiting groups could not be realized. 


As is known, we have made every sincere effort. highly 
regarding the dialogues, to bring them to success within 
the end of the year by any means. Nevertheless. it 1s very 
regrettable not to have been able to make enough 
progress in the dialogues to give joy to the fellow 
countrymen. 


Then why has this result come about? It is totally 
ascribable to the South Korean authorities’ wrong and 
insincere attitude toward dialogue and reunification. 
The South Korean authorities, seeking confrontation 
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and division rather than peace and reunification, created 
obstacles to dialogue and blocked the progress in the 
discussion of issues. They maneuvered in various ways 
to weaken or defer the discussion of the issue of bringing 
an end to the state of political and military contronta- 
tion, which is an issue to be solved without fail for 
national reconciliation, unity, and reunification. 


This is well revealed by the South's behavior in the 
preliminary talks for the high-level North-South political 
and military talks It was because of their anti-dialogue 
and anti-reunification policy of confrontation that the 
dialogues in general had to undergo the complications of 
being interrupted for over half a year or even 10 months. 


At a time when the South Korean people's yearning for 
the fatherland’s reunification was rising extraordinarily 
and when the North-South dialogue for peace and 
peaceful reunification was on schedule, the South 
Korean authorities, with the U.S. imperialists, con- 
ducted the “Team Spirit" war exercise against us, aggra- 
vating tension and confrontation. adversely affecting the 
atmosphere for dialogue Then taking advantage of the 
democratic figures’ visit to Pyongyang, they staged an 
all-out suppressive offensive against the patnotic and 
democratic reunification forces and unilaterally post- 
poned the dialogue. This is an actual example that 
intensively shows that the South Korean ruling bunch 
does not have the will to solve the issues of peace and 
reunification through dialogue 


When they came to the site of talks again as they were 
compelled to do so because of our strong demand and 
under the pressure of opinion at home and abroad, they 
stood in the position of confrontation rather than recon- 
ciliation and unity, making it impossible to make 
progress in the discussion of issues. They even cr, .cized 
our political system in the talks, committing the wrong 
act of attempting to make the site of the dialogue an 
arena of confrontation. This was an instance where the 
South Korean ruling bunch revealed itself, its attitude of 
confrontation, and its splittist scheme. 


From this traitorous position, they showed an extremely 
insincere attitude consistently throughout the course of 
the talks. They persistently resorted to all sorts of mean 
and brazen-faced delaying tactics to block the progress of 
talks, insisting on unjust claims, raising problems irreie- 
vant to the talks, and even overturning the problems on 
which agreement had already been reached. For 
instance, the South side, while complete agreement had 
been reached in the discussion of the issues for the 
formation of single team in the sports talks, denied it and 
opposed announcing the agreement. The South side also 
found fault with the issue of the performance of “The 
Flower Girl,” thereby making it impossible to realize the 
second round exchange of art troupes and home-visiting 
groups within the end of the year. 


Because of the South Korean authorities’ unjust position 
and wrong attitude for dialogue, the overall dialogues— 
which could have been concluded within the end of the 
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year tO pass on a good news to the fellow countrymen— 
failed to bring forth any fruit after all. 


These facts showed that whereas we sincerely wish to 
achieve detente, unity, and reunification through dia- 
logue, the South Korean authorities do not like dialogue 
but seek only confrontation and division. This is the 
summation of the North-South talks held this year. 


The South Korean authorities should duly hold them- 
selves responsible to the fellow countrymen for the 
failure to attain fruition in the dialogues held this year. 


All the nation in the North and the South are now filled 
with faith and hope for ending confrontation in the 
1990's and achieving reconciliation, unity, and reunifi- 
cation by all means. The South Korean authorities 
should squarely see the general trend of the times, 
abandon the anachronistic concept of confrontation, and 
come forward with a sincere attitude in the new year for 
the solution of the issues of peace and the reunification 
of the country. 


No Reveals ‘Sinister Intention’ in Radio Address 


SK2712083489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0803 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[“Outery To Hush Up ‘Liquidation of Fifth Republic 
Legacies”’—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang December 27 (KCNA)}—The traitor 
No Tae-u in his “weekly radio address” December 25 
said that “a complete liquidation of the past is impos- 
sible and it may cause an unfortunate incident”, 
according to a report. 


He also blared that “things of the past should be gradu- 
ally reformed” and “things of the past ‘80s should be 
clinched now”. 


This reveals his sinister intention to bury the problem of 
the “liquidation of the Fifth Republic legacies” in 
oblivion by threatening and calming down the South 
Korean students and people of all walks of life. 


The problem of the “past’’ complete liquidation of which 
the traitor No claimed impossible is the matter of 
punishing the principal culprits of the Kwangju massacre 
and the “irregularities of the Fifth Republic’, abolishing 
the fascist laws and making them pay for all other crimes 
committec in the course of framing up the “Fifth Repub- 
hie” and maintaining it. 


With the No group left alone, it is, therefore, impossible 
to liquidate the legacies of the “Fifth Republic” or 
realize the independence and democracy of South 
Korean society. 
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No’s ‘Repressive Offensive’ Termed ‘Outrage’ 


SK2712090089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0822 GMT 
2/7 Dec 89 


{“Outrages To Check Trend of Time’—KCNA head- 
line] 


[Text] Pyongyang December 27 (KCNA)—The No Tae- 
u group's repressive offensive against those students and 
people of various social strata in South Korea who follow 
and disseminate the chuche idea is a fascist outrage 
trampling underfoot even the elementary democratic 
rights of the people and an anti-national criminal act 
intended to incite anti-communist confrontation, says 
MINJU CHOSON today. To incriminate and suppress 
the just activities of the South Korean people in studying 
and disseminating the chuche idea is a savage repressive 
act which can be committed only by the No Tae-u group, 
a military gang which is ignorant of politics, the nation 
and democracy, the news analyst of the paper says, and 
continues: 


To follow, study and disseminate the great chuche idea 
has become a trend of the world. But the puppets are 
trying to block it, which can be seen only in South Korea 
similar to a dark society of the middle ages. The No 
groups advertisement about “democracy” and ‘“open- 
ing” is a lie to fool the people at home and abroad and a 
trick to veil its fascist and separatist nature. 


Noting that it 1s impossible to block the South Korean 
people's desire for the study of advanced ideas at the 
point of bayonet, the news analyst urges the puppets to 
stop the suppression of the patriotic, democratic forces 
and immediately release those students and public fig- 
ures arrested on unreasonable charges. 


Defector to North Holds News Conference 


SK2812155589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1533 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)—Yi Ok-sun of 
South Korea who came over to the Northern half of 
Korea in November met with home and foreign 
reporters at the Koryo Hotel today. 


She who was born in Seoul emigrated to the United 
States in December 1975 and worked as a charwoman 
and saleswoman before coming to the Northern half of 
Korea in November. 


She said that she went to the United States to make 
money because her family was very poor and lived in 
misery in South Korea. 


Explaining the motive of her coming over to the 
Northern half of Korea, she said that it was not for an 
affluent life nor for a successful career. 


She said only exhaustion and hunger, maltreatment and 
humiliation waited for her in the United States. 
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She said she heard from Koreans residing in the United 
States in this course of life that the people in the North 
were equally well off under the correct policy of the great 
President Kim Il-song and the dear leader Mr. Kim 
Chong-il, and her thoughts began to run away to the 
North and at last she came over to the Northern half of 
the country. 


The Northern half of the country is, indeed, the bosom of 
the mother, she said. 


Yi Ok-sun said the rich is becoming richer and the poor 
poorer in the United States. The United States is a 
corrupt and ailing society where robbers stalk and beg- 
gars swarm, she declared. 


Recalling that Yim Su-kyong enjoyed a grand welcome 
when she came to the Pyongyang festival, she said No 
Tae-u who persecutes her who strove for reunification is 
an arch enemy of the nation. 


The country cannot be reunified with No Tae-u lett 
alone, she stressed. 


While touring various areas, she said, | was deeply 
moved at the sight of women of the North working as 
directors or doctors with equal rights with men. 


Noting that the people in the Northern half of the 
country live a happy life with no worries about medical 
care and education, she stressed: This is a result of the 
wise guidance of the great leader President Kim I!-song 
and the dear leader Mr. Kim Chong-il. 


Journalist Calls for ‘Overthrow’ of South Regime 


$K2812155089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1528 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)—Hyon Chun- 
kuk, chairman of the Central Committee of the Korean 
Journalists Union, in a statement issued to the press 
today denounces the No Tae-u group for scheming to 
hush up the “Liquidation of the Fifth Republic Lega- 
cies’’, intensifying the fascist offensive against the reuni- 
fication and democratic forces. 


He says: 


The No group is directing the spearhead of suppression 
to the followers of the chuche idea and progressive 
pressmen. This year the No group attacked and 
destroyed more than 50 publishing houses and book- 
stores which were distributing publications on the 
chuche idea, seized tens of thousands of DPRK-related 
books and threw a large number of pressmen behind the 
bars. 


For its immovable truth and reality the immortal chuche 
idea is unanimously praised by the world pcople as the 
guiding idea in the era of Chajusong and it has become 
an irrestistible trend of the time to follow and study the 
idea. It is in reflection of this trend that the desire of 
South Korean students and progressive pressmen to 
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ardently espouse the chuche idea, disseminate and prop- 
agate it among broad segments of the people and live and 
fight in accordance with the idea is growing stronger with 
each passing day. 


The No group's sword-brandishing against the followers 
of the chuche idea and progressive pressmen is an 
unpardonable anti-democratic criminal act. 


If the South Korean people are to do away with the 
“Fifth Republic Legacies", they should liquidate, first of 
all, the “Sixth Republic” of the No Tae-u group and if 
they are to achieve democracy and reunification they 
should overthrow the colonial military dictatorial 
“regime” of the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u 
group. 


The No group must stop at once the suppression of the 
students, intellectuals and other people who are 
espousing and following the chuche idea and step down 
without delay, he stresses. 


Religious Head Urges Release of People in South 


SK2712042689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1520 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 26 (KCNA)}—The South 
Korean ruling quarters must look straight at the trend of 
the time, unconditionally and immediately release all the 
arrested religionists and patriotic people of various 
strata and step down without delay. 


This demand was voiced by Chang Chae-chol, chairman 
of the Central Committee of the Korean Roman Catho- 
lics Association, in a statement on December 23 
denouncing the South Korean authorities’ suppression of 
religionists. 


The South Korean authorities are arresting at random 
and persecuing patriotic religionists and people, among 
them Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and his companion, Father 
Mun Kyu-hyon and Yim Su-kyong who visited 
Pyongyang for national reunification, and ruthlessly 
suppressing even democratic religious organisations, he 
noted, and went on: 


Such who [words indistinct] is a thrice-cursed outrage 
which can be committed only by the present South 
Korean ruling quarters, the enemy of independence, 
democracy and reunification, and human butchers 
without an equal in the world, who outdistance the 
dictators of the “Fifth Republic” by far. 


The No Tae-u group, nevertheless, blare that it would 
clinch the “liquidation of the legacies of the Fifth Repub- 
lic’ within this year in accordance with the “ruling- 
opposition agreement” reached through the so-called 
“talks among leaders”. 


This is a vicious act mocking the popular sentiments and 
challenging the trend of the time by heinous intrigues 
and political dealings. 
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If the No Tae-u group is truly interested in the liquida- 
tion of the “Fifth Republic legacies’, it must dissolve the 
“security planning board”, the “security command” and 
other fascist repressive tools, abolish ihe National Secu- 
rity Law” and other evil laws and apologize to the whole 
nation together with the traitor Chon Tu-hwan. 


U.S. House Committee Tour; ‘Team Spirit’ Viewed 


SK2912074189 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[Commentary by station commentator Chong Pong-kil: 
“The Invariable Attempt of War Maniacs for Permanent 
Occupation™’} 


[Text] Voices demanding the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
and nuclear weapons from South Korea have increased 
in volume higher at home and abroad. Instead of taking 
any measure to withdraw U.S. troops and nuclear 
weapons from South Korea, the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sors are resorting to a brazen trick to justify their attempt 
to occupy South Korea forever. This attempt is shown by 
a so-called survey report that members of the Armed 
Services Committee of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives released on 22 December after their inspection of 
U.S. military bases in Asia and the Pacific from 5 to 16 
December. 


In the report, the wretches clamored about someone's 
bellicosity and claimed that powerful U.S. forces should 
be stationed in this region, including South Korea. This 
is a brigandish sophism which only the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors, who are accustomed to invading and occu- 
pying other countries in reliance upon power, can spin 
out. As is beer known, we have made all efforts possible 
to avert the daily increasing danger of war and ease 
tension on the Korean peninsula. We have already set 
forth the proposal for tripartite talks involving us, the 
United States, and South Korea, the proposal for arms 
reduction, the comprehensive overture for peace, and 
many other peace proposals. In addition, we have uni- 
laterally cut military forces by 100,000 and have 
assigned approximately 150,000 soldiers to grand 
socialist construction sites, thus showing a practical 
example of arms reduction. 


The wretches’ talking about bellicosity is a another 
expression of the U.S. imperialists’ theory on the threat 
of southward invasion and an excuse to continue to 
occupy South Korea. By keeping hold on South Korea, a 
strategic vantage ground, the U.S. imperialists are trying 
to realize their aggressive strategy toward Asia and the 
Pacific with the United States, Japan, and South Korea 
as a single axis. Proceeding from this attempt, the U.S. 
imperialists have established countless aggression bases 
in Japan, the Philippines, Guam, and other Asian and 
Pacific areas, and have stationed nearly 50,000 aggres- 
sion forces in South Korea. In particular, they have piled 
up various types of approximately 1,000 nuclear 
weapons in South Korea, which is four times as high as 
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the NATO region in terms of the density of the deploy- 
ment of nuclear weapons, and have viciously staged 
aggressive war exercises against the northern half of the 
republic. 


There is no one who doesn't know that the “Team 
Spirit’ war exercise, which the U.S. imperialists and the 
puppets conduct every year, is indeed a test nuclear war 
and preliminary war. Even today nuclear war exercises 
continue. On 22 December alone, the U.S. imperialists 
together with the puppets perpetrated war exercises for 
northward invasion in the sky above South Korea by 
mobilizing a total of approximately 450 military aircraft, 
including F-16 and F-15 fighter-bombers, nuclear weap- 
ons-bearing planes. Also, they introduced about 70 air- 
crafts from many bases in the Pacific to South Korea and 
conducted aerial war exercises. 


The term “bellicosity” is the most suitable word to 
express the nature of the U.S. imperialist aggressors who 
conduct war exercises for northward invasion every day 
and who are infringing upon a sovereign state with the 
force of arms by mobilizing tens of thousands of aggres- 
sion forces as shown in the case of Panama 


Whatever they may say, they cannot make this brigan- 
dish act appear as a peaceful act. This notwithstanding, 
the U.S. imperialists dared to rave about the stationing 
of powerful U.S. forces by involving us. This is like a 
thief calling another a thief. Also, this is nothing but an 
act revealing an attempt to continue maneuvers of 
aggression and war against us while occupying South 
Korea as their permanent colonial military base. 


The U.S. imperialists’ maneuvers of occupying South 
Korea forever are an intolerable crime which runs 
counter to the tenor of the times. Arms reduction and 
detente are worldwide trends at present. There is no 
excuse and reason for the U.S. imperialists to continue to 
stay in South Korea. They must give up their anachro- 
nistic delusion and withdraw from South Korea at once, 
taking with nuclear weapons and all armed forces with 
them. 


Pyongyang Blasts U.S. Nuclear War ‘Rackets’ 


SK2812074289 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 26 Dec 89 


{[NODONG SINMUN 26 December commentary: 
“Reckless Rackeis of Nuclear Warmongers’’] 


[Text] The U.S. imperialists’ criminal moves to deliver a 
nuclear preemptive strike on the northern half of our 
republic are heinously being conducted at a most dan- 
gerous stage. 


In November and also in December, the U.S. imperial- 
ists conducted aerial nu ar exercises almost 
everyday to attack the N valf of the republic. 
Aircraft of various types sarticipated in these 
exercises, numbered some ihe thousands. On 15 
December alone, approximate!) 590 aircraft of various 
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types flew above South Korea. Of course, both the US. 
imperialists’ aircraft in South Korea and nuclear-capable 
“F-15" and “F-16" fighter-bombers, which are stationed 
in the U.S. imperialists’ bases in Japan, Asia, and 
Pacific, participated in the war game. This shows that 
the U.S. imperialists, the nuclear warmongers, are fur- 
ther stepping up moves for a war against the Northern 
half of our republic. 


It is not a secret that the U.S. imperialists have regarded 
the outbreak of a nuclear war on the Korean peninsula as 
an established fact and that they have even mapped out 
a criminal nuclear war plan for northward invasion. To 
this end, the U.S. imperialists attach prior importance to 
a nuclear preemptive strike from the sky. 


The U.S. imperialists seize air supremacy by quickly 
bringing aircraft of various types, including nuclear- 
capable fighter-bombers from their overseas aggression 
bases in the event of contingency and thus deliver a 
nuclear preemptive strike and attain their criminal goal. 
While on the topic of 3- to 5-day long northward 
invasion, the U.S. imperialists have mapped out such a 
short plan. This is because a nuclear preemptive strike 
from the sky is a precondition for this plan. 


The repeated aerial nuclear war exercises by the US. 
imperialists may become a real war at any moment. 


Recalling that the U.S. imperialists are alert to every 
possible chance to provoke a nuclear war and that the 
commander of the U.S. forces in South Korea is entitled 
to push the nuclear war button, the possibility of the 
Situation turning into a real war any moment ts great. 


Together with aerial war exercises, the U.S. imperialists’ 
aerial espionage acts have occurred more frequently. 
This is attributable to their nuclear war moves. The US. 
imperialists are scheming to board the train of nuclear 
war on the Korean peninsula, ride it to the vast expanse 
of the world, and thereby gratify their wild ambition for 
world domination. 


It is not an accident that many aircraft, which are 
participating in aerial war exercises in aerial war exer- 
cises, exceed the boundary of our republic in their flying 
range. 


The U.S. imperialists frequently talk about peace, 
detente, and disarmament. Their repeated aerial nuclear 
war exercises, however, prove that this talk 1s sheer lies. 
The US. imperialists are rushing headlong toward war 
and aggravating tension, not toward peace and detente 
and pursuing arms buildup, not disarmament. 


Facts show that they are still following the road of war to 
conquer by force small countries, the countries which 
firmly adhere to the revolutionary banner in particular, 
while keeping themselves on good terms with big coun- 
tries. 


Because of the U.S. imperialists’ nuclear war moves, the 
black cloud of a nuclear war hangs more heavily over the 
Korean peninsula with each passing day. As a result, the 
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peace of the Korean peninsula and peace of the world is 
gravely threatened. Therefore, peace-loving people, 
expressing worry about the situation on the Korean 
peninsula, sternly denounce the U.S. imperialists’ 
nuclear war moves. 


The U_S. imperialists should stop the nuclear war rackets 
against our people and pull their forces and nuclear 
weapons out of South Korea without delay. 


Article Notes ‘Vicious’ Antisocialist Moves 


SK2712084289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0806 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 27 (KCNA)}—NODONG 
SINMUN today comes out with an article entitled 
“More Pronounced Anti-Socialist Moves of Imperial- 
ists.” 


The author of the article says: 


Today the imperialists, talking about “peace” and “dis- 
armament,” scheme behind the scene to expand the 
armaments, step up nuclear war preparations and get the 
upper hand of strength over the socialist countries. 


The imperialists always direct the edge of the adven- 
turous Strategy of strength against socialism particularly 
at those countries which advance under the banner of 
socialism in adherence to the revolutionary principle. 


The US. imperialists, talking as if they would reduce the 
armaments and take measures for detente in some parts 
of the world, are reinforcing their aggression forces, 
aggravating the tensions on the Korean peninsula and 
hysterically stepping up war preparations against our 
republic. They deeply hate Cuba, which was the first to 
win victory in the socialist revolution in Latin America 
and is advancing proudly under the banner of socialism, 
and are resorting to all sorts of vicious activities 
including military threat, blackmail! and provocation, 
political and diplomatic pressure and economic 
blockade against that country. They are also continuing a 
vicious and shameless interference in the internal affairs 
of China, displeased at the fact that the Chinese people 
keep to the road of socialism in adherence to the four 
cardinal principles after quelling the counterrevolu- 
tionary riot. 


Meanwhile, the imperialists are daily intensifying the 
acts to destabilize socialism from within in all spheres. 


The crafty nature of the imperialists pursuing the 
strategy of internal disintegration finds graphic expres- 
sion in the fact that they scheme to make the most of 
changes in political and economic life in some socialist 
countries. 


The imperialists are working hard in every way to cause 
a confusion in the socio-political life of socialist coun- 
tries while vilifying the leadership of the working class 
party at random and preaching political pluralism. They 
claim that some socialist countries should be given 
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“assistance” needed for leading some of their policies to 
the capitalist market economy. They scheme to win over 
and bring under their control socialist countries, 
declaring that they would render economic “aid” to 
some country and treat some other country as “most 
favoured nation”. 


Ideological disintegration holds another important place 
in the imperialists’ strategy of internal disintegration 
against socialist countries. They are trying to eradicate 
people's belief in socialism and disunite socialist coun- 
tries ideologically through intensified anti-socialist ideo- 
logical offensive. 


The imperialists are viciously slandering socialism 
through mass media such as news agency, radio, televi- 
sion and publications and, at the same time, are working 
harder than ever before to infiltrate the corrupt bour- 
geois ideology, culture and way of life into socialist 
countries and imbue them with “liberalisation” ten- 
dency. 


They leave no stone unturned to cause a counterrevolu- 
tion in socialist countries. They infiltrate spies and 
saboteurs, scatter anti-socialist literature and spread 
false rumours. 


The situation makes it incumbent upon all socialist 
countries and the anti-imperi -'ist independent forces to 
heighten vigilance over the vicious and crafty anti- 
socialist moves and reactionary offensive of the imperi- 
alists and pool their strength to repulse them. 


Daily Stresses ‘True Color’ of Imperialism 
§$K2812154589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1513 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)—The revolu- 
tronary people should look squarely into the essence of 
the moves of the imperialists who are blustering in the 
economic domain and pursuing a policy of buyover and 
subjugation and their danger and decisively reject them, 
stresses NODONG SINMUN today. 


It quotes the words of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il in his 
work “Let Us March Forward Dynamically Along the 
Road of Socialism and Communism Under the Unfurled 
Banner of the Anti-Imperialist Struggle”’: 


“We must have a clear understanding of the true nature 
of modern imperialism, which 1s blustering and making 
desperate efforts before its doom, and must hold the 
conviction that its downfall is inevitable.” 


To have a clear understanding of the true nature of 
imperialism is an important problem for the revolution- 
aries to have a high degree of anti-imperialist class 
consciousness and dynamically wage the revolutionary 
struggle to the end and it stands out with greater impor- 
tance as the anti-socialist moves of the imperialists at 
present are becoming all the more vicious and crafty, the 
author of the article says, and goes on: 
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What is important in looking straight into the true color 
of modern imperialism, which ts blustering at present, is 
to clearly see what is their true nature in clamouring 
about the “superiority” of capitalism and the “downfall” 
of socialism 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il in his work “Let Us March 
Forward Dynamically Along the Road of Socialism and 
Communism Under the Unfurled Banner of the Anti- 
Imperialist Struggle’’ made it crystal clear that modern 
imperialism has serious inner contradictions because of 
which it cannot escape its doom. A decadent material 
life, a poor mental and cultural life and a reactionary 
political life—owing to these, imperialism is daily 
becoming degenerated and precipitating itself into ruin. 


As inequality and imbalance, as well as the reactionary 
nature and anti-popular character of imperialism, are 
now growing in capitalist society, the antagonism 
between the masses of the people, who desire to live 
independently, and the capitalist class is becoming more 
serious. 


For their very difficult position and gloomy future, the 
imperialists are working hard to slander seccialism, 
raising a shout of joy when any temporary difficulties 
face some socialist countries. Aware well of this true 
color, the genuine communists and people know that the 
“shout of joy” raised by the imperialists is not cheers of 
victors but a scream of those who are trembling with 
uneasiness at their declining lot and nothing but a 
desperate effort to keep themselves alive. 


What is important in looking straight into the ridiculous 
color of the imperialists who are bluffing is also to have 
a deep understanding of their deceptive nature in adver- 
tising that impecialism is prospering, not approaching its 
doom. 


As dear Comrade Kim Chong-il indicated, with some 
capitalist countries acting in collusion with each other 
economically and technically and acquiring large mar- 
kets and raw material resources in the developing coun- 
tries, production and technology developed temporarily. 
These changes offered the advocates of imperialism 
grounds for the argument that the basic contradictions of 
capitalism had been resolved and that capitalism is no 
longer moribund capitalism, but is growing capitalism. 
However, the basic contradictions of capitalism have 
never been resolved but have been exacerbated still 
further, and imperialism finds itself in serious political 
and economic troubles. 


Though the imperialist powers are now tied up with each 
other, the conflicts and contradictions between them 
cannot but become aggravated as their markets grow 
narrower and the way of accumulating wealth reaches a 
dead end. 


As the marketing channels are gradually clogged, capi- 
talists are creating an inhuman demand and manuiac- 
turing a variety of things to stimulate corruption and 
dissipation and to paralyse the human body and mind. 
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As a result, the number of drug addicts, alcoholics, as 
well as degenerates pursuing abnormal desires, 1s 
growing rapidly. 


This is precisely the truth of the “prosperity” of the 
capitalist society. If there is a prosperity of capitalism, it 
is an individual and temporary superficial phenomenon 
and it inevitably fosters more serious contradiction and 
crisis. Capitalism, therefore, went and is going nearer to 
its death and can never be otherwise. So the revolu- 
tionary people should not get enchanted by the gorgeous 
superficial phenomenon and passing things of the capi- 
talist society and it is important to look straight into its 
stinking corrupt inside. Noting that the blustering 
modern imperialists are letting out a sting of moneyed 
works as if they could help some socialist countries’s 
economic development, the article says the money bags 
of imperialism are actually empty and they are no more 
than a noose to subjugate other countries politically and 
economically. 


It is a lesson shown by historical experience that no 
country can ever resolve the economic problems by 
relying on the imperialists. 


UK Parliamentarians Demand Abrogation of Law 


SK2812110089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1008 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCINA)}—17 parlia- 
mentarians from the Labour Party of Britain on 
November 27 submitted to the parliament a resolution 
demanding the abrogation of the fascist ‘National Secu- 
rity Law” in South Korea. 


The resolution expressed concern over the fact that the 
traitor No Tae-u has arrested and tortured more people 
than under Chon Tu-hwan, failing to honor his “com- 
mitments to democratisation,’ and demanded that No 
Tae-u abrogate the “National Security Law” which was 
faked up and is applied to suppress political activities. 


O Chin-u Sends Greetings to Vietnamese Minister 


S§K2312053589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0527 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 23 (KCNA) —Vice Marshal 
of the Korean People’s Army O Chin-u, minister of 
People’s Armed Forces, sent a message of greetings to 
General Le Duc Anh, minister of national defence of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, on the 45th anniversary 
of the founding of the Vietnamese People’s Army. 


The message says: 


Over the past 45 years the Vietnamese People’s Army 
ha. «© victory in the anti-U.S. struggle for national 
salvai,on under the banner of the anti-imperialist 
struggle for independence and reliably guaranteed the 
Vietnamese people's struggle for the building of 
socialism by force of arms. 


FBIS-EAS-89-249 
29 December 1989 


Believing that the friendly relations existing between the 
armies of the two countries will continue to expand and 
develop, the message wishes him greater success in his 
work for implementing the decisions of the Sixth Con- 
gress of the Communist Party of Vietnam and increasing 
the defence capabdilities of the country. 


Friendship Meeting Held With Pakistani Visitors 


S$K2812052689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0447 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)—A friendship 
gathering took place in Sariwon, North Hwanghae Prov- 
ince, Korea, on December 27 between officials of the 
Sariwon City People’s Committee and members of the 
Pakistani senate delegation. 


Present there were Deputy to the Supreme People’s 
Assembly Yi Chu-ung, president of the Academy of 
Light Industry, Han Pyong-ki, chairman of the Sariwon 
City People’s Committee, other officials concerned, and 
members of the Pakistani senate delegation and Jafar 
Habib, Pakistani Ambassador to Korea. 


The attendants deepened the feelings of friendship, 
conversing about further development of the friendly 
and cooperative relations between the peoples of the two 
countries. 


Meeting Marks India Friendship Anniversary 


§K2812151289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1501 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang Devember 28 (KCNA)}—A meeting 
was held in New Delhi on December | 5 to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the formation of the All India Indo- 
Korean Friendship Association. 


The reporter and speakers at the meeting referred to the 
energetic activities conducted by the Association in the 
past two decades to develop the friendly relations 
between India and Korea and support the just cause of 
the Korean people. 


They said that the Korean people have won victory in 
the arduous struggle against U.S. And Japanese imperi- 
alisms and made remarkable successes in the revolution 
and construction. 


The Korean people are adhering to socialism under the 
wise leadership of the great leader President Kim II]-song 
and dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, they stressed. They 
expressed firm solidarity with the Korean people’s 
struggle for the reunificaton of the country. 


A letter to President Kim II-song and a letter to Comrade 
Kim Chong-il were adopted at the meeting. 
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Kim Yong-nam Meets Returning WPK Delegation 


S§K2812051289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0445 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)—The delega- 
tion of the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] led by Yi 
Chong-ok, member of the Political Bureau of the WPK 
Central Committee and vice-president, flew back home 
Wednesday after participating in the National People’s 
Congress of the Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front. 


It was met at the airport by Kim Yong-nam, member of 
the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, 
vice-premier and foreign minister, Kil Chae-kyong, vice- 
director of a department of the WPK Central Com- 
mittee, and Genadiy Bartoshevich, Soviet ambassador, 
and Petur Danailov, Bulgarian ambassador to Korea. 


1980’s Termed Decade of Success in Construction 


SK2612043189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1503 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 25 (KCNA)—1980s in 
Korea has been recorded as a decade of unprecedented 
successes in construction. 


In this period large scale industrial construction and 
construction of dwelling houses, public buildings and 
grand monuments to achieve the major 10 long-term 
objects were carried out in Korea. 


The great leader President Kim II-song has said: 


‘“‘We should keep on accelerating socialist construction 
without slackening the present high spirits in the least, so 
as to increase the might of the republic and achieve the 
eternal prosperity of the nation.” 


In the early 1980s the ore dressing plant no 3 with an 
annual capacity of 10,000,000 tons was built in a year at 
the Komdok General Mining Enterprise and the West 
Sea Barrage, the largest of its kind in the world, was 
constructed. The project of the large-scale west sea 
barrage which cost about billion dollars was completed 
in a matter of five years. 


The Sunchon Vinalon Complex, a grand chemical indus- 
trial base which will produce hundreds of kinds of 
chemical goods including 100,000 tons of vinalon a year, 
has started production with the completion of its first- 
stage project. 


Meanwhile, the construction of new production bases 
and capacity expansion projects including the second- 
stage expansion project of the Kim Chaek Iron and Steel 
Complex have been stepped up. There rose in the mean- 
time the Taechon Hydro-power Station, the largest in 
our country, the Wiwon Hydro-power Station, the 
Chongjin Thermal Power Station, the Sunchon Thermal 
Power Station and other power stations. 
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The Sangwon Cement Complex, the Steel Works, No. 8, 
the Nakwon Works of Oxygen Plant and 252-kilometre 
Hyesan-Manpo Youth Railway Line, the Pyongyang- 
Kaesong Express Highway were built and many tide- 
lands in Kangnyong, Unnyul and Taegye Island were 
reclaimed. 


In the first half of the 80s, 2,500 objects were built on an 
annual average in the field of industrial construction. 


Monumental edifices that rose in this period include the 
Tower of the Chuche Idea, a 1 70-metre-high stone tower, 
60 metre-high Arch of Triumph, the May Day Stadium 
with a total floor space of 207,000 square metres, and 
320-metre-high 105-storied Yugyong Hotel whose main 
building structure was assembled in a year. 


Changgwang Street, Munsu Street, An Sang-taek Street 
and other streets lined with new style high-storied 
dwelling houses have been built in the capital city and 
lots of dwelling houses have appeared in Chongjin, 
Hamhung, Sinuiju, Wonsan and other cities and rural 
villages. 


With the approach of the 13th World Festival of Youth 
and Students, the construction of Kwangbok Street and 
Chongchun Street was completed in Pyongyang in little 
over two years along with several hundreds of modern 
buildings with a total floor space of more than 5.5 
million square metres. 


A total floor space of the dwelling houses and public 
buildings which were erected in the capital city in the 80s 
is 2.3 times that in the 70s. 


Korea carried out this vast construction with its own 
designs, technique, materials and equipment, demon- 
strating at home and abroad the might of the indepen- 
dent national economy. 


The proud achievements in the 1980s which witnessed 
the construction of a large number of grand monumental 
edifices unprecedented in scale, content and speed, were 
attributable to the wise guidance of President Kim 
Il-song and our party. 


President Kim Il-song advanced the long-term target of 
the socialist economic construction in the 1980s and 
unfolded a grand construction plan for its materialisa- 
tion at the Sixth Congress of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il energetically organized 
and mobilized the whole party, the whole country and 
the entire people in the grand construction and brought 
in the grand heyday of construction with his extraordi- 
nary revolutionary sweep. 


Such gigantic construction in Korea in the 80s demon- 
strates the might of the Korean people united firm 
behind the party and the leader and the great potential- 
ities of the independent national economy of Korea. 
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* Mass Production of Consumer Goods Advances 


902C':0034 Pyongyang NODONG SINMUN in Korean 
14 Oct 89 p 3 


[Article by An Pil-hum, responsible secretary of Pyong- 
chon District Party Committee] 


[Text] The movement for “3 August consumer goods 
production” is an important task of the struggle for the 
implementation of the light industry revolution guide- 
line set forth by our party, and as such, is a mass 
movement, under way with vigor in our country at the 
present time. This movement ts opening a wider road to 
the growth of production of consumer goods, and a big 
turnaround in also being brought about in the improve- 
ment of the people's living standard. 


In the past our Pyongchon District, by energetically 
pushing ahead with the movement for “3 August con- 
sumer goods production’ viewing it as one of the impor- 
tant policy-oriented tasks set forth by the party, has 
scored a great success. 


Today 5 years after the initiation of the movement for “3 
August consumer goods production” our district has 
increased the variety of “*3 August consumer goods 
production” to 6,000 and the sales volume of direct sales 
outlets many times. Also by ceaselessly expanding con- 
sumer goods production bases and by manufacturing on 
their own and introducing for use as the means of 
production thousands of units of equipment, tens of 
thousands of tools, jigs, and dies, we have raised the 
qualitative standard of consumer goods to a high level. 
Today with our Pyongchon District energetically 
launching the struggle for “3 August consumer goods 
production” in accordance with the demands of the 
party, a great advance has been registered in making the 
district people's life fuller and running the district's 
economy independently. 


This success scored in the struggle for “3 August con- 
sumer goods production” graphically shows the validity 
and vitality of the guideline set forth by the party. 


Comrade Kim Chong-1l, member of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Political Bureau, and a secretary of the 
Party Centra! Committee, pointed out: 


“Party organizations must continue energetically 
pushing ahead with the task to increase the production of 
‘3 August consumer goods.” 


It is impossible to think of the movement for “3 August 
consumer goods production” apart from the sagacious 
leadership of our party. 


The dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, discovering several 
years ago that the wastes and by-products from 
Pyongyang City were being utilized in a commendable 
manner to produce consumer goods, arranged for the 
fostering of the development of such inventive minds. 
The dear Comrade Kim Chong-il who, seeing the great 
potential from such a smail beginning which no one else 
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had been able to see, has since been deve oping a 
farsighted plan which would bring about a great turn- 
around in the production of consumer goods. As he was 
giving his on-the-spot guidance at the Pyongyang City 
exhibition hall of light industry products on 3 August 
1984, he took steps to have the production of consumer 
goods launched as a mass movement. 


From that time on our district has been striving to seek 
Out inner reserves On a mass basis and extensively 
organize the production base for consumer goods; and at 
the same time enlisted the working people of the district 
in the production of consumer goods. Thus in the short 
period of less than 2 years the production volume was 
increased nearly 40-fold. 


The dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, again giving his on- 
the-spot guidance for the direct sales outlet task for “3 
August consumer goods production” in Pyongyang City 
on 13 May 1986, ascertained concretely the state of 
direct sales outlets for consumer goods in the Pyongyang 
districts including Pyongchon District, and graphically 
enunciated the task and method of implementation of 
the party guideline for the light industry revolution 


The dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, on that day highly 
assessing the success scored by our district, a modest 
success, gave our district the lofty prominence of 
becoming a nationwide model. 


The great trust and solicitude of our party struck an 
infinitely responsive chord among al! of the function- 
aries and working people of our district and made their 
hearts sizzle with a fiery loyalty. 


Going forward adding luster to our party’s lofty mind 
intent on providing a happier, more affluent life for the 
people, putting it up front as the supreme principle for 
Our party activity to keep ceaselessly improving the 
people’s life is where the basic responsibility of the 
functionaries and the duty of the warriors are, where the 
ethics of the people is. 


Our district party committee, holding the movement for 
3 August consumer goods production” not just a simple 
administrative work but giving it prominence as an 
important task to defend the achie’ _inents scored by the 
party and keep adding luster to the .ofty mind of the 
party, gave definite priority to political work. 


The district party committee. in launching the move- 
ment for “3 August consumer goods production,”’ had 
the functionaries of the relevant departments of the 
district party exercise party life guidance and conduct 
propaganda and agitation work consistent with the char- 
acteristics with a touch of freshness in commendable 
combination with the production movement. Mean- 
while, the district party committee, giving prominence 
positively to the administrative economic functionaries, 
led them substantially in their work. 


As a result, all functionaries in the district, each one of 
them holding great interest in the production of “3 
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August consumer goods,”’ set the masses energetically in 
motion in this work, and all of the working people in the 
districts not only as customers of consumer goods but 
also as the producers came to display initiative with a 
sense of duty as producers. 


Whatever the task, it 1s an important question in scoring 
a greater success to establish a correct methodology 
consistent with the heightened revolutionary fervor of 
the masses and plan and coordinate the guidance work. 
Moreover, in a case like the movement for “3 August 
consumer goods production” where by-products and 
wastes which used to be thrown away as useless are put to 
use for the production of consumer goods without the 
outlay of state funds, the question of underpinning the 
organizational guidance work of the guidance function- 
aries arises more importantly. 


The district party committee, based on the achievement 
and experience already gained, put great efforts into the 
question of consolidating the production bases in the 
direction of ceaselessly increasing the production bases 
for consumer goods and constantly modernizing them. 


After the 16th plenum of the Sixth Party Central Com- 
mittee, as the sweeping fire of the light industry revolu- 
tion spread and the production of consumer goods 
increased, the question of modernizing the production 
bases for consumer goods arose as an important task 
which could not be put off. 


From such realistic demands, our district came to put 
great efforts into ceaselessly consolidating the produc- 
tion bases for consumer goods. 


The district party committee, in this task, too, proceeded 
with the method of setting an example and generalizing 
it in accordance with the demands of the party. 


In order to raise to an even higher standard the demon- 
stration unit already in place for the production of “3 
August consumer goods” of the 26 March Factory, we 
gave it an energetic push, directing partywide attention 
to it 


The district party committee, based on this, arranged for 
the functionaries of relevant units to inspect this factory. 


The functionaries of factories and enterprises in the 
district and functionaries of production units for con- 
sumer goods who had inspected this factory's shop for “3 
August consumer goods,” learned what the stand and 
posture should be in organizing and executing the pro- 
duction of “3 August consumer goods,” and came to 
make a new resolve. 


The district party committee, in addition to organizing 
discussions of experiences, workshops, and exhibitions, 
from time to time, thus opening the eyes of the function- 
aries and producers of consumer goods, strove cease- 
lessly to inspire their production fervor. 


The movement for “3 August consumer goods produc- 
tion,”’ inasmuch as it 1s a creative task to seek out inner 
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reserves and manufacture functional, diverse necessities 
solely out of wastes and by-products, can constantly 
develop through the mass technological innovation 
movement alone. 


The district party committee, understanding this work 
and classifying thousands of technicians and skilled 
workers in the district by technical qualifications and 
abilities, took steps to induct them into the production of 
consumer goods. 


In particular, the district strove to give positive promi- 
nence to the technicians and skilled workers and so that 
they might voluntarily set themselves in motion in the 
movement for “3 August consumer gocds production” 
with an intense sense of pride and glory. 


Thanks to having set up on a regular basis the district's 
sample room for “3 August consumer goods production” 
and the new products exhibition room for competitive 
technological evaluation, and having organized, from 
time to time, discussions of innovative experiences of 
technicians and skilled workers along with technological 
innovation prize contests, the production base for con- 
sumer goods has been expanded ceaselessly and its 
standard of mechanization and automation has also 
risen constantly. 


The district also took steps to organize sample rooms by 
factories and enterprises for the mass development of 
new products and quality improvement. They include 
people with valuable technical skills; and they are the 
center for the registration of new products; product 
research propaganda; introduction of samples; contests 
for the development of new products, the lowering of the 
amount of material consumed per unit of product, and 
the correct prices for material and labor. Through such 
processes the variety of consumer goods has increased in 
an epoch-making manner and the quality has improved 
quickly as well. 


In recent months alone, more than 310 kinds of new 
products have been developed, and over 100 technicians 
and skilled workers have received patents, certificates 
for introduction of new technologies, and certificates for 
registration of new technologies. 


Our district party committee, in organizing and guiding 
the production of “3 August consumer goods,”’ has 
elevated the demands made of units lagging behind, 
extended genuine help to them and allowed them to join 
the ranks of advanced units. 


The paper production base has been organized into 
automated, remote-controlled modern production pro- 
cesses in less than | year; and a new production base for 
soap has been organized, manufacturing soap out of 
wastes which used to be thrown away completely in 
bygone days. These are fruits filled with pride reaped by 
the district party committee in the course of seeking out 
the methodology and ingenuity for correctly organizing 
and guiding the movement for “3 August consumer 
goods production’ and pushing it vigorously. 
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At present our district, continuing to consoliclace in an 
orderly manner, the bases for the production of con- 
sumer goods which are aiready in place ts increasing the 
production volume | to 2-fold, or more, over previous 
periods. 


In energetically pushing ahead with the movemen} tor “3 
August consumer goods production” the guesiuon of 
establishing a unified production command is ove of the 
important tasks. 


Today the production of “3 August consumer goods,” 
together with light industry and local industry, has come 
to account for a large part of the nationwide production 
of consumer goods, and with each passing day that part 


is growing bigger. 


The district party committee, analyzing such concrete 
details, is taking steps to have the functionaries of the 
relevant branches conduct economic organizational 
work such as the transmission of plans relative to pro- 
duction and sales, technical guidance and competitive 
evaluation of products, agreement on price, and research 
in the demands for goods, adjustment of the demands 
and dovetailing with cooperative production organiza- 
tion, and production of goods based on orders. 


In particular, the district party committee took steps for 
the functionaries, as intended by the party, to visit the 
district direct sales store regularly, ascertain which goods 
sell well and which goods do not; also what stock is on 
hand, so as to correctly establish the supply system; and 
operating the district direct sales store and four 
branches, keeps these direct sales outlets bustle. 


The achievement we have scored 1s elementary, and 1s no 
more than the beginning. 


The dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, in order to have 
further developed the movement for “3 August con- 
sumer goods production,” recently set forth the guide- 
lines for energetically launching the movement to win 
the appellation of model county (city and district) in the 
movement of the “3 August consumer goods produc- 
tion.” 


At present the functionaries and working people in our 
district, loftily upholding the guidelines of the party, 
have vigorously launched into the movement to win the 
appellation of model county in the movement of the “3 
August consumer goods production’; and they are 
bringing about innovations, day after day, in the produc- 
tion of consumer goods. 


By bringing about a great upsurge in the production of 
consumer goods in implementing the decision of the 
16th plenum of the Sixth Party Central Committee, we 
are filled to overflowing with the resolve to go forward 
taking the lead in the movement to win the appellation 
of model county in the movement of “3 August con- 
sumer goods production.” 
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High-Yielding County Movement Successful 


SK2812152589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1S0S GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)}—The Korean 
countryside has reaped an unusual bumper harvest this 
year through the vigorous High-Yielding County Move- 
ment. 


Pyongwon County, South Pyongan Province, which kin- 
died the torch of this movement produced some | 2,000 
more tons of food grain than last year. In the pre- 
liberation days this county produced no more than 
15,000 tons annually. 


its success this year is a striking demonstration of the 
vitality of the mass movement now progressing in the 
Korean countryside. 


This movement is a developed form of the 100,000 ton 
county” movement which was waged in the agricultural 
sector in the 1960s under the wise guidance of the great 
leader President Kim Il-song. 


At important meetings this year and last year President 
Kim Il-song gave instructions to wage the High-Yielding 
County Movement including a movement for the 
“200,000 ton county,” opening a broad vista for further 
developing agriculture in Korea. 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il set forth the slogan “let us 
strictly apply the chuche methods of farming and win the 
honour of *200,000-ton county’ (180,000-ton, | 50,000- 
ton, 120,000-ton, 100,000-ton, 70,000-ton and 50,000- 
ton county)” and has energetically led the work of 
effecting a new upswing in agricultural production from 
the outset of the year and taken revolutionary measures 
to produce good results. 


Asa result, this year 32,000 more tons of food grain were 
produced in sukchon county than last year, 20,000 more 
tons respectively in Mundok, Sinchon, Yonan and Yong- 
chon counties and 160,000 more tons in South Ham- 
gyong Province. 


The per hectare yield of food grain increased by 0.5-1 
ton. 


The per hectare yield of paddy rice was more than 8 tons 
in Mundok County and more than 9 tons in Hyongjesan 
and Mangyongdae Districts in Pyongyang. Hundreds of 
cooperative farms on the east and west coasts including 
the Migok Cooperative Farm in Sariwon City, the Sam- 
jigang Cooperative Farm in Chaeryong County, the 
Taechu Cooperative Farm in Anak County, the Sogok 
Cooperative Farm in Sinhung County and the Ponghung 
Cooperative Farm in Kumya County produced 8 to 10 
tons of food grain on an average from each hectare 


Many farms including the Oguk and Yaksu Cooperative 
Farms and the State Anak Farm now rank among the 
farms of 10,000 ton level. 
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Last year’s paddy rice harvest was topped by an average 
of 400 kg, 1,000 kg at maxi ..om, on trdeland-turned 
paddy fields on the West coast. 


Not only paddy rice and maize but also wheat, barley 
and other minor crops on the newly reclaimed Paekmu 
and Kaema plateaus and fru.t: and . ogetables did well in 
Korea this year. 


The agricultural working people who reaped an unusual 
bumper harvest, overcoming the longest spell of drought 
ever seen in 70 years by relying on the enormous existing 
material and technical potentialities of the socialist rural 
economy shared fruits of bumper harvest with great joy. 


Now they are making haste with preparations for New 
Year's farming to bring about a richer harvest. 


Socialist Constitution Marks 17th Anniversary 


SK2712085289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0816 GMT 
27 Dec 8&9 


[Editorials on Day of Socialist Constitution’ —KCNA 
headline} 


[Text] Pyongyang December 27 (KCNA}—Dailies here 
today carry editorials on the occasion of the | 7th anni- 
versary of the publication of the “Socialist Constitution 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea” person- 
ally drafted by the great leader President Kim Il-song 
and the Day of the socialist Constitution. 


Our socialist Constitution legally confirms the great 
victories and successes the Korean people have achieved 
in the revolution and construction and defines the prin- 
ciples of state and social life and important tasks for 
attaining the cause of socialism and communism. 


in our country today the revolutionary habit of abiding 
by the laws has been firmly established throughout 
society and all the state and social life is being regular- 
ized and standardized. 


NODONG SINMUN calls for adding lustre to our 
socialist system by increasing obedience to socialist laws, 
in keeping with the new requirement of the developing 
revolution. 


Obeying socialist laws 1s an important work to consoli- 
date and develop our state and social system and give full 
play to its advantage, and is of weighty significance in 
smashing the imperialists’ vicious ani -ocialist cam- 
paign, says the daily. 


It is also an inevitable requirement for stepping up the 
socialist construction at present, it says, and goes on: 
what is important in obedience to socialist laws is that 
the party members and other working people should bear 
deep in mind the political consciousness that they them- 
selves are masters of the state laws and the laws and 
regulations serve for the popular masses themselves and, 


20 NORTHEAST ASIA 


in particular, should strictly abide by the laws and 
regulations and order in the domain of economic man- 
agement. 


Another important thing 1s to strengthen education 
among the working people to obey the law and to 
increase the function and role of the people's power 
organs. 


MINJU CHOSON calls for giving full play to the advan- 
tages of our socialist system by increasing obedience to 
socialist laws, and PYONGYANG SINMUN for more 
thoroughly practising the chuche-based socialist Consti- 
tution 


Article Views Socialist Labor Administration 


SK27/1 2090889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0826 GMT 
27 Dec &Y 


[Text] Pyongyang Decernber 27 (KCNA}—Dear Com- 
rade Kim Chong-1l in “On Improving and Strengthening 
Labour administration,” his letter to the participants in 
a national short course for labour administration offi- 
cials dated November 27, 1989, advanced a precious 
ideology. theory and policy which give scientific answers 
to the theoretical and practical matters in social:st labour 
administration 


In this connection, NODONG SINMUN today runs an 
article by Dr. Kim Chol-sik under the title “Highly 
Important Work Comprehensively Systematizing 
Theory of Socialist Labour Administration.” 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il said 1n the work: 


“Labour administration is, 1n essence, work with people, 
political work. It 1s for enhancing the ideological aware- 
ness of people, enlisting their creativity and mobilizing 
them in social labour.” 


The article says: 


The proposition that labour administration 1s, in 
essence, work with people, political work is an idea of 
classic significance. This means that labour administra- 
tion is not merely a technical and business-like work of 
distributing labour force, recommending jobs and paying 
wages but an important political work to enhance the 
ideological awareness of working people and encourage 
them to do their revolutionary assignments better. 


The work propounds another important idea on the 
essence and importance of the revolutionary way of 
labour and the tasks and ways to establish it. 


As Comrade Kim Chong-il said, the revolutionary way of 
labour is an honest manner of work—devoted service for 
society and the community, an approach to production 
and construction as their master and obedience to 
socialist norms and order of labour—and a collectivist, 
voluntary way of work. 


What is important in establishing the revolutionary way 
of labour throughout society is to educate the working 
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people to have a chuche point of view on labour and 
reguiarize and standardize labour. The establishment of 
the chuche outlook on labour is of particular importance. 


The chuche outlook on labour means having a viewpoint 
and attitude toward labour as master with main stress 
laid on the demands and interests of society and the 
community. 


The work also propounds a unique idea on the nature 
and role, purpose and significance of labour in socialist 
society. Labour in socialist society is not merely an 
economic activity to create material wealth but a revo- 
lutionary struggle to defend the Chayusong of the masses 


of people. 


The work defines it as the fundamental pnnciple of 
socialist payment for labour to give priority to political 
and moral incentive and properly combine it with mate- 
rial incentive. This ts a great exploit in that it indicates a 
correct guideline to develop the socialist system of 
payment for labour along the straight path. 


Editorial Stresses Revolutionary Study Habits 


SK2712064389 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 2114 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[NODONG SINMUN 23 December editorial: “Let Us 
More Thoroughly Establish a Revolutionary Study Habit 
Upon the Whole Society”) 


[Text] Establishing revolutionary study habits is our 
party's consistent policy. According to the practical 
demand of our revolution, which 1s always being inten- 
sified and developed, our party today is stressing the 
importance of the work to more thoroughly establish 
revolutionary study habits. 


This 1s designed to firmly prepare our functionaries and 
workers as true chuche-type revolutionaries who have a 
firm chuche view of the revolution, and into an able 
revolutionary personnel who have high politico- 
administrative qualifications and abundant knowledge. 


All functionaries and workers must deeply bear in mind 
the intentions of the party and thoroughly establish 
revolutionary study habits so that the whole party and 
society is overfulfilled with an atmosphere of learning, 
learning, and learning. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea [WPK] Central Committee Political Bureau 
and secretary of the WPK Central Committee, has 
taught: Revolutionary study habits must be established 
among the functionaries and workers. Thoroughly estab- 
lishing revolutionary study habits is an important 
demand of firmly establishing the view of the revolution 
by the functionaries and workers. 


If one wants to be a chuche-type revolutionary, one has 
to possess a chuche view of the revolution. This is not 
achieved by itself but rather learned by studying the 
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fundamental principle of the revolution, and is formed 
and consolidated in the process of putting it into prac- 
tice. 


A revolutionary view can be possessed as a complete 
character trait by fundamentally recognizing the truth of 
the revolution through study habits and by expenencing 
it through practical life. 


For a person carrying out the revolution, study habits are 
an important guarantee of honestly fighting toward the 
one road of revolution which the party and the leader 1s 
indicating by endlessly accepting the ideological and 
spiritual food. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, while uniquely 
pioneering the road toward socialism and communism 
under the banner of the chuche idea, proposed numerous 
immortal ideologies and theories. Also, dear Comrade 
Kim Chong-il is endlessly intensifying and developing 
the revolutionary theory of chuche according to the 
demand of the developing reality. 


Our party’s ideology and theory is a mighty weapon in 
the socialist and communist construction and a guideline 
for struggle to which our party members and workers 
must always firmly adhere. 


The party’s ideology and theory must be endlessly 
studied so that all things can be measured by the yard- 
stick of the party policy, think and act according to the 
intention of the party and the leader, and brilliantly 
fulfill whatever difficult and complicated task is put 
forth. 


The revolutionary should continue the revolution 
throughout his lifetime, and to this end, he should 
continue to study throughout his lifetime. As man can 
maintain his life by taking food, so the revolutionaries 
can be unrted ideologically and volitionally with the 
party and can add luster to their political life as a 
revolutionary only when they are armed with the ide- 
ology of the party and the leader. 


For the revolutionary, continuous study is a unique 
means of activity. Unless one studies and learns steadily, 
one cannot avoid ideological senility, nor can one lead a 
rewarding life in the revolutionary ranks. Study is a 
mighty method that enables those who are engaged in the 
revolution to wage an honest struggle to the end on the 
single road of the revolution without senility or depres- 
s10n. 


Thoroughly establishing a revolutionary study ethos in 
the entire party membership and the entire society 
becomes all the more important in view of the heavy 
revolutionary task assigned to us today and in view of 
the present reality of socialist construction which 1s 
deepening and developing onto a higher stage. 


To push ahead vigorously with the three revolutions— 
ideological, technological, and cultural—and to effect a 
new upsurge in socialist economic construction, we must 
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enhance the quality of the functionaries and working 
people, who are directly charged with it 


Very mighty is the foundation of the self-reliant national 
economy which we have built by working hard. To add 
more luster to the economic foundation already pro- 
vided, the functionanes and working people should 
improve themselves so that they can better manage and 
Operate the economy and work with greater efficiency as 
demanded by the Taean work system. 


The role of science and technology 1s becoming exceed- 
ingly important in socialist construction, and without 
the knowledge of science and technology we cannot 
skillfully maneuver our economy, which 1s like a strong, 
swift horse. Quality functionanes and working people 
are an important reserve to be relied upon for the 
effective utilization of enormous available economic 
potential, to further increase production, and to save 
more. 


To maintain a high standard of science and technology 
and intensify the struggle for increased production and 
saving. the functionaries and working people should 
drastically intensify their study and enhance their qual- 
ities. Important in establishing the revolutionary study 
ethos in the entire party membership and the entire 
society 1s, above all, for the functionaries and working 
people to have the correct view and attitude toward 
study. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Political Bureau 
and secretary of the party Central Committee, has noted: 
Study is the first task of those who are engaged in the 
revolution. The cadres, party members, and working 
people should study with self-awareness with correct 
view and position toward study. 


The study by which one consumes ideologica! and spir- 
itual food to maintain political life can produce good 
results only when one has high self-awareness and enthu- 
siasm. When one cherishes deep in his heart the party's 
slogan that study is the first task for one who is engaged 
in the revolution, the functionanes and working people 
can make time available for study and highly demon- 
strate the ethos of making study an essential part of their 
life and habits. The revolutionary should engage in the 
revolution till the moment of his death, so he has to 
study till the moment of his death. Therefore, study 1s 
not something that may or may not be done but 11 1s the 
most important essential revolutionary work, and one 
should give study a significance of pnor importance 
whenever and wherever one does anything. 


Our functionaries and working people should learn from 
the example of the anti-Japanese guernilas who never 
stopped learning though they had to do without food 
from time to time and continued to study during 
marches and beside open fires, and established an ethos 
of studying all the time except when they slept. Al! the 
functionaries and working people should become self- 
educated men and enthusiasts and read many books, 
including the works of the great leader Comrade Kim 
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ll-song and of the party. A book is regarded as a 
storehouse of knowledge which provides spiritual food 
to revolutionaries who must possess it. 


Revolutionaries can obtain all kinds of knowledge from 
books in various fields of society and nature including 
politics, economy, culture, science, military, and ethics. 
A revolutionary cannot live without reading books and 
cannot carry out any kind of revolutionary activities. A 
book is a fellow traveler of life and excellent teacher 
which must not be put down during one's lifetime. 


Functionaries and workers must profoundly study the 
works of the great leader Comrade Kim IIl-song and party 
documents. Especially, they must systematically and 
extensively study “On Communist Indoctrination” and 
“On Producing the New Economic Management 
System,” which were recently published in NODONG 
SINMUN, and other works that the great leader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song has published. 


Also, works of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il such as, “On 
Some Problems of Education in the Chuche Idea” and 
“On Firmly Establishing the Chuche View of the Revo- 
lution,”’ must be studied profoundly. 


Therefore, all functionaries and workers must firmly arm 
themselves with our party's ideology and theory so that 
they can think and act according to the intention of the 
party under any circumstances. Along with this, the 
study to expand various knowledge and common sense 
must be strengthened. 


Functionaries and workers must learn and learn again 
with a high revolutionary spirit and responsibility so that 
they can possess modern science and technology. They 
must also read more books so that they can enhance their 
general common sense on history, geography. literature, 
art, and the situation of other countries. Especially, the 
guiding functionaries must become an example in 
studying. 


The developing realities demand the functionaries to be 
experienced organizers, propagandists, and imple- 
menters in executing the party policy. Functionaries 
must be capable and stand at a high level so that they can 
expertly organize and take the lead in the struggle to 
implement the party policy and so that they can carry out 
their basic duty as the guiding member of the revolution. 


The issue of improving the wor. method and style by 
thoroughly embodying the Chongsan-ri spirit and 
Chongsan-ri method is dependent upon how to enhance 
the politico-administrative qualifications of function- 
aries. 


When compared with the demand of the party, function- 
aries must deeply bear in mind that their politico- 
administrative qualifications are not enough. Therefore, 
they must make great efforts to enhance their qualifica- 
tions. 


The role of the party organizations is very important in 
establishing the revolutionary study habits. The party 


organizations must plan the organizational political 
work to strengthen the study among functionaries and 
workers. 


The party organizations must vigorously carry out the 
ideological and indoctrination work so that functionaries 
and workers can participate sincerely in the study with 
high) voluntariness and strengthen the study rules. Along 
with this, functionaries and workers must be firmly 
armed with the chuche idea through various forms and 
methods including question and answer style study, 
independent, collective study, lecture and discussions, 
regular study, and concentrated study. Also, the work to 
vigorously enhance the politico-administrative qualifica- 
tions must be carned out. 


Especially, the demands made of the guiding function- 
arves must be enhanced so that they can set an example 
in establishing a revolutionary study habit and they must 
often take part in seminars and lectures in various 
sectors and units. 


It is important to sufficiently guarantee the conditions to 
study for functionaries and workers. Especially, they 
must be given many materials so that they can expand 
their knowledge and common sense. 


In the Press and Publications Department and related 
units, more bouks and materials that provide various 
knowledge and common sense must be published so that 
it can help functionaries and workers in their studies. 


By brilliantly fulfilling the intention of the party to 
thoroughly establish revolutionary study habits in the 
whole party and society, all functionaries and workers 
must firmly prepare themselves to be true chuche-type 
communist revolutionaries and further accelerate in our 
revolution and construction. 


Editorial Considers ‘Revolutionary Education’ 


SK2812114289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1044 GMT 
28 Dec 8&9 


{“NODONG SINMUN Calls For Intensified Revolu- 
tionary Education. Class Education for Party Members 
and Other Working People’—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang December 28 (KCNA)—It is more 
important than ever before to intensify revolutionary 
education, class education in face of the ever more 
malicious anti-socialist moves of the imperialists, says 
NODONG SINMUN in an editorial today. It calls upon 
the party organisations at all levels to make greater 
efforts to imbue the party members and other working 
people with the consciousness of the working class by 
stepping up this work. 


Noting that our party lays main emphasis on the need to 
continue thoroughly implementing the policy set out by 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song in “On Intensi- 
fying Class Education for Party Members,” his historial 
work published more than 30 years ago, and intensify 
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revolutionary education, class education for the party 
members and other working people, the editorial says: 


This reflects the noble intention to firmly prepare the 
party members and other working people as true com- 
munist revolutionaries of chuche type equipped with the 
consciousness of the working class, decisively smash the 
imperialists’ heinous moves against socialism and force- 
fully accelerate the accomplishment of the cause of 
socialism and communism. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has said: 


“Only by intensifying class education in the party and 
among all the people can we prevent our people from 
being contaminated with reactionary ideas and carry out 
socialist construction successfully in the northern half of 
the republic.” 


Only when revolutionary education, class education is 
intensified and thus people are imbued with the con- 
sciousness of the working class can they firmly defend 
the interests of the working class and resolutely fight the 
imperialists under whatever circumstances. 


Pointing out that it is the steadfast principle of our party 
to keep a tight hold on revolutionary education, class 
education in order to defend the revolution from the 
imperialists and vigorously advance along the road of 
socialism, the editorial goes on: 


In his work published on february 19, 1974, dear Com- 
rade Kim Chong-il expounded questions of principle 
arising in developing in depth revolutionary education, 
class education in keeping with the realities, thus 
bringing about an epochal turn in revolutionary educa- 
tion, class education. 


In our country today the superiority of socialism is fully 
displayed, the entire people are closely united behind the 
party and the leader and a healthy, revolutionary trait is 
pervading the whole society. This is a convincing proof 
of the sagacity of our party's leadership in intensifying 
revolutionary education, class education. 


The editorial stresses: 


Al present, the imperialists are craftily manoeuvring to 
break the people's conviction of socialism and under- 
mine socialism from within. 


Under this condition, only when the revolutionary edu- 
cation, class education is steadily intensified without 
negligence, is 1t possible to enhance the anti-imperialist 
revolutionary spirit and class conscinwsness of the 
people still further and prevent the infiltration of the 
corrupt bourgeois ideology and mode of life. 


What is important in intensifying revolutionary educa- 
tion, class education at present is to firmly arm the party 
members and working people with the working-class 
revolutionary outlook on the world. 
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All the party members and working people should be 
encouraged to thoroughly establish the working-class 
viewpoint, the revolutionary outlook on the world 
through the revolutionary practice of carrying into effect 
the idea and intentions of the party and the leader, 
deeply trusting them as the mainstay. 


It is an important task in revolutionary education, class 
education to wage an uncompromising struggle against 
imperialism and the exploiting system, fully aware of the 
anti-popular nature and corruption of contemporary 
imperialism. 


A decadent material life, a poor mental and cultural life 
and a reactionary political life—they are the main char- 
acteristics of capitalist society disclosing the anti- 
popular nature and corruption of contemporary imperi- 
alism. 


The imperialists are now directing their anti-socialist 
moves mainly to infiltrating the bourgeois ideology and 
culture and way of life into the minds of the popular 
masses SO as to disarm them ideologically. 


We should prevent the infiltration of the bourgeois 
ideology and culture which corrode the ideological and 
spiritual life of the people. 


To inspire the party members and working people with 
the conviction of certain victory and revolutionary opti- 
mism t\. another important task in revolutionary educa- 
tion, class education. 


It is the law of historial development that imperialism 
perishes and socialism emerges victorious. Any vacilla- 
tion and disappointment are improper to the people with 
the conviction of certain victory and revolutionary opti- 
mism. The more desperate the imperialists become, the 
more staunchly the people fight. 


SKNDF Manifesto Denounces Security Affairs 


SK23 12092689 (Clandestine) Voice of National 
Salvation in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 
16 Nov 8&9 


[Text of a manifesto of the Central Committee of the 
South Korean National Democratic Front issued on 15 
November] 


[Text] Let us all rise up to frustrate a rule under a 
political situation dominated by security affairs. Demo- 
cratic people! We who declared the warm desire for 
democracy of the entire people with blood and sweat in 
the June resistance are today faced with an urgent 
situation which cannot be delayed any more and our 
national history urges us to all rise up once again. ' 


The political situation dominated by security affairs by 
the No Tae-u ring, which is aimed at checking the 
unavoidable trends of the movement of the nation and 
democracy for creating a new history, is rushing to an 
unprecedented fascist suppressive phase. The subordi- 
nated dictatorship’s bloody suppressive rule, under the 
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pretext of defending a liberal democratic system, is 
moving forty million people toward destruction and 
doom, while mangling them at will, 


Despite the fact that the No Tae-u ring witnessed the 
miserable destruction of the Chon Tu-hwan ring, it, 
however, is rather running amuck to recover the Fifth 
Republic, not trying to take a lesson from the strict 
judgment of history. Those who are blind with political 
power, by creating the political situation dominated by 
security affairs, are shutting up the voice of all the 
people, are binding them head to foot, and are commit- 
ting torture and massacre. The fascist wind of indiserirm- 
inately suppressing those who support the chuche idea is 
blowing throughout Korea. 


In addition, rampant are vicious ideological offensives 
against the forces for the movement of the nation and 
democracy and white terrors against the forces for reunt- 
fication. Tear gas to block the initial stage is thick across 
the countrs and dragnets searching for those labelled as 
criminals are seen across the country. 


The sites of demonstrations by workers calling for mght 
to exist have been stained with blood in the riots of the 
neo-Nazi gangs. Furthermore, the government, even in 
broad daylight, is opening fire at the back of young 
students calling for liquidation of the vestiges of the 
Fifth Republic. 


The political situation dominated by security affairs— 
the No Tae-u ring’s fascist offensives aimed at trampling 
underfoot by illegal means the people's right to exist, at 
checking their desire for democracy, and at maintaining 
the colonial fascist system by extensively suppressing the 
forces for movement of the nation and for democracy 
and reunification—is literally both a coup without gun- 
fire and a rule under martial law without declaration 


It has been revealed that the No Tae-u ring is an 
antidemocratic and antinational criminal! group capable 
of committing even another Kwangju incident with a 
view to maintaining its political power by infinitely 
perpetuating the suppressive political situation dom)- 
nated by security affairs. How long should our people, 
who have already suffered from the dictatorial rule for 
about 40 years in the most barren land of democracy and 
human rights in the world, live without freedom and 
democracy? And how long should they be suppressed. 
stricken, and bled by dictators? 


Today, if our people do not rise up and smash the fascist 
political situation dominated by security affairs, it is 
inevitable that the movement of national salvation, 
which has overcome many difficulties for about 40 years, 
will be stranded. Furthermore, the popular masses will 
wither to death under the dictatorship of the Republic 
which exceeds that of the Sth Republic. The situation 
urgently demands all the people to all rise up to smash 
the political situation dominated by security affairs. In 
this struggle there can be no separateness among oppo- 
sition parties, dissidents, workers, peasants, and the 
middle-class. 
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Those who want to live in democratic society and oppose 
fascism should staunchly clench their fists to fight to 
smash the cursed political situation dominated by secu- 
rity affairs, regardless whether they live in Cholla Prov- 
inces or Kyongsang Provinces and whether they are 
bourgeois or proletarians. The struggle to smash the 
political situation dominated by secunty affairs is pre- 
cisely a token of liquidating the vestiges of the Fifth 
Republic. In addition, the spearhead of the struggle to 
liquidate these vestiges should be directed in such a way 
as to force No Tae-u and Chong Ho- yong, who master 
minded the Kwangju incident, to step down from their 
public posts. 


The root of the political situation dominated by security 
affairs lies in the dictatorship of the Fifth Republic. 
Because the crimes of the Fifth Republic have not been 
liquidated, wicked activities have been repeated. Sull 
worse, fascist suppression has been increased by the 
remnants of the Fifth Republic. 


Let us bring No Tae-u and Chong Ho-yong, who are key 
figures of the Fifth Republic, to a court trial of the nation 
and bury them in the trash heap of history. Rule unde: 
the political situation dominated by security affairs 1s 
both an extension of the Kwangju massacre and a vicious 
challenge to the June popular resistance 


It was none other than the United States that ordered the 
operation of the Kwangju massacre and directed the 
deceptive 29 June declaration. Every type of fascist rule 
rampant in this land ts a product of the U.S. imperialists’ 
domination over Korea. Thus, there can be no liquida- 
tion of legacies of the Fifth Republic without anti-U.S. 
struggle. Let us smash the political situation dominated 
by security affairs through anti-US. struggle 


Now, we are standing on the edge of a cliff from which 
we can not retreat. How long can we tolerate the military 
fascists, who are running wild for the vested rights of the 
foreign forces and for security to maintain their power. 
trampling underfoot the destiny of our nation? Truly our 
nation is standing at a grave decisive battle field to 
decide between life and death and between democracy 
and fascism. Why on earth should we waver? What on 
earth should we be afraid of? And what should we fear 
most’ 


Those patriotic fighters who devoted their life to democ- 
racy and those patriotic figures who have been suffered 
in prison shackled in fascist chains urge all people to turn 
out to a decisive battle field. It is our popular masses who 
declared the doom of the dictatorship of Syngman Rhee 
and buried the Yusin dictatorship of Pak Chong-hu. In 
addition, it 1s our democratic people that realized a 
10-day democratic society in Kwangju citizen resistance 
and that blazed the road of democracy in the June 
popular resistance. 


All people who have been exploited and suppressed: let 
us awaken ourselves and rise up to turn out to the 
forefront to smash the political situation dominated by 
security affairs. Unity is precisely victory and division is 
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defeat. Only when patriotic democratic forces of all 
walks of life forty, a united front against the ringleaders 
and when they rise up for joint struggle can victory be 
surely won, Let us all staunchly rise up to smash the 
political situation dominated by security affairs. 


Let us together chant the fighting slogans: 


1.Remove the United States, the mastermind of the 
political situation dominated by security affairs, from 
Korea. 


1. Repeal the political situation dominated by security 
affairs, a manipulation to turn back to the Fifth Republic 
by remnants of the Fifth Republic. 


Punish No Tae-u, Chong Ho-yong, Yi Hui-song, and Yi 
Won-cho, who are stooges of the U.S. imperialists. The 
K wangju massacre 1s a most tremendous evil committed 
by the direction of the United States, thus, the core of 
liquidating the vestiges of the Fifth Republic is to punish 
the ringleaders of the Kwangju massacre. 


Let all us victims turn out to struggle. There can be no 
sanctuary in smashing the politica! situation dominated 
by security affairs. 


Let us all turn out in a decisive struggle to drive out No 
Tae-u and Chong Ho-yong as we did to expel Chon 
Tu-hwan. 


Abolish antidemocratic evil laws, including the National 
Security Law and the National Planning Board Law. 


Abrogate evil labor laws and guaranice the people's right 
to existence. 


Down with the No Tae-u regime which is running wild to 
create the political situation dominated by security law 
and to avoid liquidating the vestiges of the Fifth 
Republic. The progressive dissident figures, youths and 
students, and workers are standard bearers of struggle for 
democracy. Let us stand in the vanguard to lead struggle 
as we did in the June struggle in 1987. 


[Signed] The South Korean National Democratic Front 
[SKNDF] Central Committee 
[Date] 15 November 1989 


South Korea 


Ruling Party Chairman Tenders Resignation 


SK2912025789 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 29 Dec 89 p 1 


[Excerpt] Pak Chun-kyu, chairman of the ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party [DJP], tendered resignation last 
night, taking responsibility for the furor over his remarks 
on political realignment. 

He was reported to have said in an interview with a 
vernacular newspaprr that the regrouping cf the current 
four parties is required to create a new political order. 
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Issuing a statement, Pak said, “I resign from the post of 
DJP chairman to assume responsibility for inaccurate 
and unnecessary controversy caused by a news report.” 
“The DJP is hoped to continue its effort to formulate a 
new democratic order in the coming decade under the 
leadership of President No Tae-u,”’ Pak further said. 

In connection with his resignation, President No was 
learned to be planning to revamp the party leadership. 


[passage omitted] 


No Accepts Resignation 
SK2912030889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0244 GMT 
29 Dec 89 


{Text} Seoul, Dec. 29 (YONHAP)—President No Tae-u, 
enraged by remarks about realignment next year of 
South Korea's political parties, quickly accepted the 
resignation of his second in command in the ruling party 
Friday. Criticism exploded Thursday when a Seoul daily 
quoted Pak Chun-kyu, chairman of the Democratic 
Justice Party (DJP), as saying the DJP could be dissolved 
next year and the current four parties merged into two. 


Shocked by Pak's remarks, No quickly dismissed the 
idea of political restructuring as groundless and indi- 
rectly asked him to resign from the DJP’s No 2 post, an 
informed source said. No replacement for Pak has been 
decided, presidential spokesman Yi Su-chong said. 


DJP floor leader Yi Han-tong said Nam Chae-hui, 
chairman of the party Central Committee, will serve as 
acting chairman for the time being. Nam, a journalist- 
turned-politician and four-term lawmaker from a Seoul 
constituency, once served as the party's chief policy- 
maker. 


“T resigned as DJP chairman to assume responsibility for 
unnecessary and gratuitous controversy caused by a 
news report on my remarks regarding political realign- 
ment,” Pak said in a statement. 


A seven-term lawmaker and former professor of political 
science at Seoul National University, Pak was appointed 
DJP chairman in February 1988 when No launched his 
administration. Pak was quoted by leading Seoul daily 
TONG-A ILBO Thursday as saying the DJP would push 
ahead with efforts to realign the four-party political 
structure into a two-party system and he had discussed 
the matter with No, who heads the ruling party. 


The report triggered protests from party members crit- 
ical of Pak s \eadership, including former DJP secrttary- 
general Yi Chong-chan and Chong Ho-yong, who 
announced resignation from his National Assembly 
membership Friday morning in connection with liquida- 
tion of remnants of former president Chon Tu-hwan's 
rule. 


They even charged his remarks had done harm to the 
party and demanded he be expelled from the DJP, 
prompting a likely intra-party feud just as a lengthy rift 
ever the ouster of Chong from the National Assembly 
did. 
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No was quoted by his senior secretary as saying he has 
never considered political realignment, dissolution of 
the ruling party or resigning from the DJP. 


“No said, ‘I cannot understand why such remarks were 
made, Why did he cause a flutter in the dovecotes? | 
cannot overlook the remarks’,”” Choe Chang-yun, senior 
presidential secretary for politica) affairs, said. 


Pak said in the interview, carried on TONG-A's front 
page, that the DJP and probably two opposition parties 
think the current four-party structure is the cause of 
many problems and that changes would help democracy 
and civil politics take root. 


Opposition leaders Kim Yong-sam and Kim Chong-pil 
have openly raised the issue of political restructuring and 
some critics claim that having four parties has aggra- 
vated regional animosity, blocked healthy politics and 
undermined political stability. 


Kim Yong-sam, head of the Reunification Democratic 
Party (RDP), has said he will make a “grave decision” 
early next year regerding realignment. Kim Chong-pil, 
leader of the New Democratic Republican Party 
(NDRP), has said he wants the political purties reconsti- 
tuted in accordance with ideology and color. 


Despite Pak's resignation over his controversial remarks 
about political realignment, the DJP may indeed push 
ahead with effors to bring about changes. As a result of 
the 1988 general elections, the DJP has 129 of the 299 
assembly seats, while Kim Tae-chung's party for Peace 
and Democracy has 70, the RDP 61 and the NDRP 35. 


It was not known when No will name Pak's replacement, 
but it is likely that his post remains vacant until a 
full-scale reshuffle of the DJP and cabinet after liqui- 
dating Chon administration vestiges is completed with 
Chon's testimony before the assembly and the resigna- 
tion of Chong, an influential general-turned-politician. 


It had been expected that No would reorganize the 
government and his ruling party after liquidation was 
completed by the yearend in a bid to make a fresh start 
on his third year as president. There have also been 
indications that the shakeup will be delayed until late 
February, after a special assembly session has closed, but 
it may come, as was originally expected, in early or 
mid-January to renovate the party as soon as possible. 


At stake are several top DJP posts and cabinet portfolios, 
with prime minister Kang Yong-hun and Deputy Prime 
Minister Cho Sun most likely to fall, a source said. 
Candidates for prime minister include Ambassador to 
Japan Yi Won-kyong as well as former foreign, sports 
and culture and information ministers. 


Favorites for new DJP chairman are Yu Hak-song, 
permanent adviser to No: Kim Yun-hwan, former DJP 
floor leader, and Pak Tae-chun, a DJP lawmaker who is 
better known as chairman of the giant Pohang Iron and 
Steel Co (POSCO). 
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No Meets ‘Secretly’ With Chong at Chongwadae 


S§K2412020689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 2 


[Text] President No Tae-u met secretly with Rep. Chong 
Ho-yong at Chongwadae for three hours yesterday after- 
noon in a final attempt to persuade his friend to give up 
his Assembly seat for the sake of political stability. 


Senior staff officials in the ruling Democratic Justice 
Party and the administration are reported to have rec- 
ommended that the president meet with Rep. Chong 


The reports came amid speculation that Rep. Chong had 
already notified the president that he will step down 
early this week and No, in return, wrote Chong a letter 
expressing his gratitude. However, Chongwadace officials 
denied that the president had sent a personal letter to 
Chong. 


A DJP lawmaker who has close relations with Chong and 
joined a signature-collecting campaign opposing his 
ouster from the National Assembly said earlier that Rep. 
Chong was ready to meet with President No if he calls. 


Another Chong supporter said, “As far as’ I know, Rep. 
Chong is considering whether to give up his parliamen- 
tary seat without any conditions or leave the DJP to 
remain as an independent lawmaker. 


“Rep. Chong is caught is serious agony between the two 
alternatives,” said the DJP lawmaker. 


He then denied reports that Rep. Chong had demanded 
party secretary general Yi Chun-ku ensure that the DJP 
leadership will nominate him again for the election in the 
Taegu So (west)-A district of Chong after he resigns. | 


“If Rep. Chong resigns, he will not set any precondi- 
tions,’ the DJP lawmaker said in a resolute manner. 


Chong ‘Ready To Relinquish’ Seat 


SK2512025289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0211 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Taegu, South Korea, Dec. 25 (YONHAP)—Rep. 
Chong Ho-yong, the embattled ruling party lawmaker 
targeted for his ties to the previous government, said 
Sunday he is ready to relinquish his National Assembly 
seat but hinted he would seek re-election as an indepen- 
dent. The influential general-turned-politician said here 
at his constituency that he had confirmed the agreement 
between the ruling and opposition camps that he resign 
when he met with President No Tae-u Saturday. 


“| said | would accept the president's decision on this 
matter as it is natural for a party member to obey the will 
of the party president,’ Chong told members of his 
constituency a day after the meeting with No at the 
presidential office. 


It is the first time Chong has made public his willingness 
to give up his parliamentary seat, one of the key 
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demands from the opposition for ending the task of 
cleaning up vestiges of former President Chon Tu- 
hwan's government within the year. 


Chong is a prime target of the opposition for his alleged 
role in the brutal suppression of a civil uprising in 
Kwangju in 1980. He was commander of the special 
warfare forces deployed to the southwest provincial 
capital at that time. 


“There are three positions I could take on the agreement 
between the ruling and opposition camps—quitting the 
party while staying in the National Assembly, running 
for re-election as an independent after vacating my 
parliamentary seat and complete retirement from poli- 
tics,”’ he said. 


Chong appeared to prefer contesting the by-election that 
must take place within three months if he relinquishes 
his seat. Chong is expected to call a news conference to 
announce his resignation on Wednesday or Thursday. 
The eleventh-hour decision will clear one important 
hurdle on the way to fulfilling the agreement among No 
and the opposition leaders on wrapping up the contro- 
versy by the new year. 


Political analysts say Chong and No, lifetime friends and 
classmates at the Korea Military Academy, have agreed 
that Chong will step down to meet the opposition 
demand but will then run for re-election as an indepen- 
dent. Chong has very strong support in his district and 
would be almost impossible to defeat. 


Opposition leader Kim Tae-chung, who initiated the call 
for Chong's ouster, has made it clear he wants Chong to 
leave the political scene for good but recently toned 
down his rhetoric. 


Spokesman Reads Chong Resignation 


SK2912055689 Seoul YONHAP in English 0550 GMT 
29 Dec &9 


[Text] Seoul, Dec. 29 (YONHAP)—General- 
turned-politician Chong Ho-yong, saying he was sacri- 
ficing himself for the sake of political stability, 
announced Friday his resignation as a National Assem- 
blyman. Yielding to pressure from his own party as well 
as Opposition parties, the influential ruling party law- 
maker took the long-awaited step to end a protracted tug 
of war over his ouster in a political deal to eradicate 
remnants of former president Chun Tu-hwan’s rule. 


Chong, army chief of staff, defense minister and home 
minister under Chon, released a statement saying he had 
decided to resign “to help ensure political stability by 
sacrificing myself and to meet the summons of the times 
that liquidation of the past be completed within this 
year.’ The statement was read by Democratic Justice 
Party spokesman Pak Hui-tae because Chong was in 
hospital under observation. 


His resignation is one of two key conditions set by the 
opposition and agreed on by President No Tae-u and the 
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three opposition leaders to bring to an end the long- 
standing task of liquidation that has plagued korean 
politics for over two years. Even in defeat, however, 
Chong refused to concede that his resignation amounted 
to assuming responsibility for the military suppression of 
the 1980 Kwangju civil uprising. 


“My resignation has nothing to do with the responsi- 
bility for the Kwangju question and, of course, should 
not be regarded as my consent to the opposition’s 
request,” the statement said. But Chong, mocking pre- 
dictions that he would seek to regain his seat as an 
independent in the by-election that must now follow, 
hinted he will not stand for re-election. 


“I shall return to a quiet, normal life of no dust, no 
quarrels and no controversy,” the retired four-star gen- 
eral said. Though no longer a lawmaker, Chong retains 
his DJP membership, the spokesman said. 


Chong had been pressed to surrender his assembly seat 
as part of a negotiated settlement of the liquidation issue 
by the opposition, which charged he was responsible for 
the bloody crackdown on the Kwangju protests that left 
nearly 200 people dead by official count. He was com- 
mander of the special warfare forces thal were put into 
Kwangju to break up the 10-day pro-democracy protests 
in May 1980. 


Chong denied responsibility on the grounds that he 
transferred his command to the regional martial law 
commander, fighting moves to oust him and sparking a 
power struggle among DJP leaders. He ended his stub- 
born resistance after No, whom he backed to succeed 
Chon, asked him to give up the assembly seat so that No 
could keep an agreement with the opposition leaders to 
wrap up liquidation by the yearend. The other condition 
for laying to rest the problematic issue will have been 
met when Chon testifies Sunday in a National Assembly 
hearing. 


Chong is leader of the largest DJP faction and was said to 
have presidential ambitions. Despite his resignation, 
activist groups in Kwangju, Kim Tae-chung’s political 
bastion, called for Chong's punishment, saying his step- 
down falls far short of their demands. 


Kim's Party for Peace and Democracy and the two other 
opposition parties also expressed regret that Chong 
denied responsibility for the bloody crackdown in 
Kwangju. 


Choe, Chon Urged To Clear ‘All Suspicions’ 


§K2612010189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “Liquidation Before Year-End") 


[Text] It is encouraging to learn that the grand political 
compromise in a last-ditch effort to liquidate the Fifth 
Republic ills is likely to be implemented within the year. 
Until a few days ago people at large worried that the 
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knotty issue of putting an end to the controversy about 
the settlement of the old legacies might be postponed 
into next year. 

Over the weekend the National Assembly ad hoc com- 
mittees handling the liquidation issue and the probe into 
the Kwangju incident delivered 123 questions they 
wanted to ask former presidents Chon Tu-hwan and 
Choe Kyu-ha, requesting they be called for separate 
testimony before the Assembly panels on Dec. 30-31. 
Fortunately, reports have it that ex-president Chon, now 
in seclusion at the Buddhist temple Paektam-sa, has 
made up his mind to testify on Dec. 31, the last day of 
the year, as demanded by the inter-party agreement of 
the parliamentary special committees in line with the 
grand compromise reached between President No Tae-u 
and the top leaders of the three major opposition parties. 
Another grave obstacle in the liquidation of the ills of the 
Fifth Republic government has been almost removed as 
Rep. Chong Ho-yong, commander of the Special War- 
fare Command at the time of the 1980 Kwangju 
upheaval, finally expressed his “reluctant” intention to 
resign as Assemblyman today or tomorrow after meeting 
with his supporters in his Taegu constituency on Sunday. 
Chong is reportedly seeking to again run for the parlia- 
mentary by-election expected in the same constituency 
after his resignation, trusting in the people's judgment of 
his past deeds and future political destiny. 

However, putting aside this question for the moment, it 
is regrettable to hear that former president Choe remains 
adamant in his refusal to appear before the Assembly 
panels, though he has committed himself to making a 
written reply to a questionnaire from the parliamentary 
bodies. 

There remain some procedural matters yet to be resolved 
before the two former presidents can testify before the 
Assembly. 

Chon is advised to accommodate all demands of the 
Assembly panels with regard to his testimony, whether it 
is aired live or recorded for broadcast later. He is also 
called upon to make a sincere and honest reply to even 
supplementary questions, written or verbal, to record the 
true history of the Fifth Republic. 

By so doing, he will make an open apology in the true 
sense to the people for the wrongdoings under his rule, 
and will also be set free from the fetters of the old ills. His 
sincere testimony sufficient to convince the people will 
truly terminate the protracted controversy over the Fifth 
Republic legacies. 

In return, it is natural the former head of state should be 
treated with due courtesy during the question-answer 
sessions. 

Then, it will be up to him whether he should discontinue 
his life in seclusion and return to his Seoul home. 
Testimony by former presidents is vital to the accurate 
writing of true history and to prevent the recurrence of 
wrongdoings. The meaning of Chon’s and Choe’s testi- 
mony lies here rather than in acts of political retaliation. 
Choe, the president before Chon, is urged to accept the 
Assembly request and clear away all suspicions the 
people have thus far held in connection with his rule. 
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All parties concerned, including the two ex-presidents, 
are once again called upon to take united action to 
complete the liquidation of the old ills by the year-end 
less than a week away, if they really want to meet the 
people's aspirations, Let’s usher in the New Year with a 
fresh start, free from the heavy yoke of Fifth Republic 
legacies. 


Chon To Testify 31 Dec 


SK2512053189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0306 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Seoul, Dec. 25 (YONHAP)—Former President 
Chon Tu-hwan will testify before the National Assembly 
on Dec. 31, his legal counsel said Monday. 


Chon, who has been in exile at a remote Buddhist temple 
since November 1988, is expected to return to Seoul 
Dec. 29 or 30 to appear before an Assembly hearing, 
which has long been considered the fina! step in liqui- 
dating his authoritarian seven-year ruie. 


“Former President Chon instructed his aides to do their 
utmost (to prepare his testimony) so that he can fulfill an 
agreement between the ruling and opposition parties and 
meet the people's aspirations for completing liquidation 
by the yearend,”’ said Yi Yang-u, a lawyer and senior 
presidential secretary under Chon. 


“You can construe Chon’s remarks as expressing his 
willingness to testify before the Assembly on Dec. 31, as 
was requested,” Yi told reporters early Monday morning 
just after he returned from Paektam temple, where he 
and Chon discussed the testimony. 


Chon has received a summons from the Assembly to 
testify at a joint session of two special panels on Dec. 31, 
the deadline agreed on by President No Tae-u and the 
three opposition leaders to wrap up liquidation, along 
with a list of questions to be answered, Yi said. 


The list, drafted by members of the two ad hoc commit- 
tees, comprises 72 questions on irregularities during his 
iron-fisted rule and 51 on the military suppression of the 
1980 Kwangju civil uprising, an Assembly source said. 


Now that the former president has agreed to appear 
before the Assembly to respond to legislators’ questions, 
it is likely that the liquidation issue, which has plagued 
Korean politics for nearly two years, will be laid to rest 
by the end of this year. 


No, Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong-sam and Kim Chong- 
pil, laying aside political differences of the past, agreed 
on Dec. 15 not to raise the issue again if they could 
complete by the yearend the testimony of Chon and the 
ouster of general-turned-politician Chong Ho-yong from 
the National Assembly. But last-minute rumblings over 
the two conditions clouded the outlook for completing 
liquidation. 


Chon’s side, claiming there was not enough time to 
prepare answers to sO many questions, suggested Chon 
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would be unable to take the witness’ stand. Chong had 
been reluctant to resign from the Assembly but hinted 
sunday he would announce his departure this week to 
fulfill No’s agreement on the liquidation. 


Chon has reportedly objected to procedures for his 
testimony such as the format for supplementary ques- 
tions. His aides have asked for all additional questions 
and replies to be in writing while panel members from 
the opposition parties insist on open questions and open 
answers. 


The two panels—one on Fifth Republic (Chon’s govern- 
ment) irregularities and the other on the may 1980 
Kwangju civil uprising—and Chon’s aides have to agree 
on the format of the supplementary questions before the 
testimony can take place. 


TV coverage of Chon’s testimony remains a problem. 
Chon wants it to be live while No’s ruling Democratic 
Justice Party insists it be taped to allow for editing. 


The list of questions covers all aspects of Chon’s rise to 
power, the charges of irregularities during his rule, the 
armed suppression of the Kwangju protests and the 
raising and use of vast amounts of political funds. 


They also cover a military revolt on Dec. 12, 1979, when 
Chon and a group of fellow officers, including then army 
Maj. Gen. No Tae-u, arrested martial law commander 
Chong Sung-hwa and virtually seized control of the 
administration, and Chon’s role in No’s June 29, 1987, 
declaration for democratization. 


It is unclear if Chon will settle in Seoul after he testifies, 
though he has reportedly expressed his hope to return to 
the capital. The ruling and opposition parties have yet to 
take public positions on Chon’s return to Seoul, while 
dissident and radical student groups vow to resist such a 
move. 


Sincere Testimony by Chon Urged 


$K2612010389 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 2 


[Text] The three opposition parties yesterday urged 
former president Chon Tu-hwan to take a sincere atti- 
tude in his testimony scheduled for Saturday, giving a 
guarded welcome to his acceptance of parliamentary 
calls for testimony on the May 1980 Kwangju bloodshed 
and irregularities. 

The largest opposition Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD] said that Chon’s fate would largely depend on 
what attitude he assumes in the testimony. 

In a statement, PPD spokesman Rep. Kim Tae-sik said, 
“It is good for Chon to decide to give testimony as it 
complies with the people’s wish to eradicate his legacy 
within this year. He should really repent and apologize 
for his wrongdoings and should be sincere on the witness 
stand. 

He called on Chon’s predecessor Choe Kyu-ha to accept 
the parliamentary subpoena for testimony slated for 
Friday on the ground that he served as head of state, 
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though a figurehead, on Chon’s surge to power through 
his military junta on May 17, 1980 and the May 18-27 
Kwangju uprising suppressed by armed troops. 

The Reunification Democratic Party described it as 
“rather fortunate” that Chon was determined to abide by 
the parliamentary action and pressured for ‘‘trustwor- 
thy” testimony which would also include and apology to 
the people for his abuse of power and corruption. 

Kang Sam-chae also said that it would be no problem if 
he rendered testimony before the final day of this year. 
He maintained that Choe must respect the parliamen- 
tary call which followed an accord between President No 
Tae-u and three opposition leaders on Dec. 15 on the 
liquidation of ills left behind by Chon, who was officially 
declared president in August 1981 but had wire-pulled 
politics from early 1980. 

Kim Mun-won of the New Democratic Republic Party 
insisted that Chon and Choe testify before the National 
Assembly within the week to stamp out their vestiges 
before the start of the 1980s. 

They further should entertain verbal questions after 
replies to a written questionnaire, he added. 


Choe Offers Written Testimony 


SK2712052389 Seoul YONHAP in English 0506 GMT 
27 Dec 59 


[Text] Seoul, Dec. 27 (YONHAP)—Ruling and opposi- 
tion parties agreed Tuesday that testimony by former 
President Chon Tu-hwan before the National Assembly 
will be taped but disagreed on the method of asking him 
supplementary questions. Key members of two assembly 
panels were meeting to discuss a joint session on Dec. 31 
to hear Chon testify on the alleged wrongs commited 
during his seven-year rule. 


The Democratic Justice Party (DJP) and three opposi- 
tion parties agreed that the decision on airing the taped 
testimony be left up to the TV networks, which could 
broadcast it while Chon is still talking. It was agreed not 
to continue the testimony past midnight to avoid it 
entering the new year. 


Chon will first answer more than 70 written questions 
drawn up by the panel on irregularities during his era 
and then more than 50 questions on the armed suppres- 
sion of the Kwangju uprising, considered one of the 
worst tradegies in South Korea’s history. 


Chon rose to power after the military crackdown on the 
pro-democracy movement in 1980 that claimed more 
than 200 lives by official count. The two sides remained 
divided over several key issues regarding the testimony, 
one of two major conditions agreed on by President No 
Tae-u and the three opposition leaders for finishing 
liquidation of the Chon administration vestiges by the 
yearend. 


The DJP panelists insisted additional questions should 
be in writing while the opposition panelists contended 
they should be allowed to cross-examine Chon after he 
finishes his prepared replies. 
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The parties also differed over how to administer the 
oath, with the DJP insisting Chon take it in writing as a 
gesture of courtesy to a former head of state and the 
opposition demanding he be sworn in by the chairman of 
the hearing, as required under the law on the National 
Assembly's auditing and inspection. They did agree, 
however, that pane! members not be allowed to interrupt 
Chon’s answers. 


There will be further discussion Wednesday at a meeting 
of party floor leaders to settle procedural details for the 
testimony, which is regarded as the final step to bring an 
end to debate over the two-year-long liquidation issue. 


Chon’s aides are preparing his answers to the panel's 
questions, which were earlier delivered to Chon at 
Paekdam Temple, where he has been in self-imposed 
exile with his wife since November last year as atone- 
ment for his iron-fisted rule. 


The questions cover all aspects of his rise to power in the 
turbulent period following the assassination of President 
Pak Chong-hui and the Dec. 12, 1979, military revolt by 
Chon and a group of fellow officers, including then army 
Maj. Gen. No Tae-u, when they arrested martial law 
commander Chong Sung-hwa and virtually seized con- 
trol of the government. 


They also cover the bloody crackdown on the Kwangju 
protests, the raising and use of vast amounts of political 
funds, part of which allegedly bankrolled No’s Presiden- 
tial election campaign in 1987, and Chon’s role in No’s 
June 29, 1987, declaration for democratization. 


Although the compromise reached by No, Kim Tae- 
chung, Kim Yong-sam and Kim Chong-pil Dec. 15 is 
regarded as a tacit agreement that they will not dispute 
Chon’s answers after the hearing, his testimony on key 
issues May cause new controversies as the opposition 
claims some truths have yet to be unveiled, analysts said. 


Chon is expected to return to Seoul on Friday or Sat- 
urday to appear before the two panels—one on Fifth 
Republic (Chon’s government) irregularities and the 
other on the Kwangju democratization movement. 


Whether the former President will stay in the capital 
after he testifies 1s undecided, though he reportedly 
wishes to move here. Meanwhile, Choe Kyu-ha, figure- 
head leader of the government when Chon rose to power 
in 1980, has expressed his willingness to give written 
testimony on his role during the Kwangju uprising, DJP 
floor leader Yi Han-tong said Wednesday. 


Choe had earlier refused to testify and said, “There 
should not be a precedent that a former head of state 
takes the witness stand to testify on his reign of power.” 
But written testimony would fall far short of the oppo- 
sition’s demand that he appear at an assembly hearing 
and answer questions in an open forum, making it 
uncertain that any kind of testimony can be realized. 


The opposition parties have vowed to sue Choe on 
charges of contempt of the National Assembly if he 
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refuses to comply with the assembly summons to testify. 
A conviction on contempt charges could bring Choe up 
to one year in prison or a fine of up to 5 million won. 


Kim Yong-sam Hints at Changing 4-Party System 


SK2612005189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 2 


[Text] Opposition leader Kim Yong-sam said yesterday 
he would make a decision early next year to bring about 
a “political restructuring” and thus break the existing 
four-party system. 

‘““Under the four-party system, politics cannot be stabi- 
lized,”’ said Kim, president of the No. 2 opposition 
Reunification Democratic Party [RDP], in an interview 
with the TONG-A ILBO. 

Kim, however, refused to describe in detail how he 
would try to change in the current four-party system. 
Political sources say Kim, quite dissatisfied with the 
existing parliamentary structure, may seek a merger 
between his RDP and the minor opposition New Dem- 
ocratic Republican Party [NDRP], or a “policy coali- 
tion” between the two parties. 

The two parties may also agree to jointly nominate 
candidates for the local autonomy congresses next yer, 
the observers say. 

“From the beginning, the four-party system had prob- 
lems, and I truly felt it was problematic when I attended 
the Dec. 15 Chongwadae meeting,’ Kim said. 

Most probably to discuss ways to change the current 
four-party system, which stems from the April, 1988 
general election, Kim and NDRP leader Kim Chong-pi! 
have met several times over the past three months. 

On the contrary, Kim Tae-chung, leader of the first 
opposition Party for Peace and Democracy, has praised 
the four-party system. 

Touching on the coming parliamentary hearing of two 
ex-presidents, Kim said former President Choe Kyu-ha 
must also testify openly before the National Assembly. 
Choe refuse to testify at the open hearing, insisting on a 
written reply to Assembly questions on the 1980 
Kwangju incident and other issues concerning the birth 
of Chon’s Fifth Republic. 

Kim also opposed the introduction of a parliamentary 
cabinet system, saying most people still support the 
existing presidential system. 


Kwangju Groups Declare No-Kim’s Agreement Null 


SK2712015089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 27 Dec 89 p 2 


[Text] Kwangju—Eleven major dissident organizations, 
including the May 18 Injured Association, in this city 
declared nullification of the Dec. 15 agreement between 
President No Tae-u and four political party leaders on 
the Fifth Republic issue. 


More than 60 representatives of the groups issued a joint 
statement at the Chollanam-to chapter office of the main 


FBIS-EAS-89-249 
29 December 1989 


opposition Party for Peace and Democracy yesterday 
morning where they have been staging a sit=in since last 
Saturday. 


The statement denounced the party leaders, including 
PPD leader Kim Tae-chung, for signing the agreement. 


They are demanding a referendum to resolve problems 
related to the Kwangju uprising and the Fifth Republic. 


Korean Contacts With ‘Due Purposes’ Approved 
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[Text] Seoul, Dec. 27 (YONHAP)—The South Korean 
Government has approved 21 applications to invite 
North Koreans to the South or contact North Koreans 
abroad since the announcement of new guidelines on 
inter-Korean exchanges in June, the National Unifica- 
tion Board said Wednesday. During the same period, 
313 overseas Koreans reported plans to visit North 
Korea to South Korean missions abroad, according to 
the board. 


The board’s inter-Korean Exchange Promotion Com- 
mittee has received 39 applications, of which it approved 
21 and rejected 15. The remaining three are still under 
consideration. But only two permits have been acted 
upon, the board said. In one case a Korean clergyman 
living in Japan traveled to North Korea and in the other 
a publisher contacted representatives of a photomaga- 
zine published by Chochongnyon, the pro-Pyongyang 
Korean residents’ organization in Japan. 


A board official said the government approves all appli- 
cations for inter-Korean exchanges that have “due” 
purposes and procedures. Contacts have not been made 
even after winning approval because North Korea rejects 
all invitations, he said. 


Meanwhile, trade between the two Koreas since October 
1988 is valued at 21.485 million U.S. dollars as of the 
end of November. Most transactions were imports of 
North Korean goods. Imports reached 21.416 million 
dollars while exports were 69,000 dollars. Imports 
included minerals and other primary products, oriental 
medicine, pottery and artefacts. The only export item 
was clothes. 


Ties With Socialists, North’s Isolation Grow 
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[Editorial: ““New Ties With Yugoslavia’’] 


[Text] The establishment of diplomatic relations with 
Yugoslavia signals another triumph in the national 
diplomacy being pursued toward Eastern European 
countries. This is fair fruit of the Nordpolitik vigorously 
launched by the incumbent government after the suc- 
cessful staging of the Seoul Olympic Games in Sep- 
tember, 1988. 
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The joint statement issued in Seoul and Belgrade to this 
effect expounded the significance of the event, saying 
that the governments of the two countries will further 
enhance understanding and promote cooperation to the 
mutual benefit of their peoples. Yugoslavia is the third 
East European country to establish full diplomatic ties 
with Seoul, following Hungary in February and Poland 
in November. 


The Korea-Yugoslav rapprochement has provided a 
fresh momentum for diplomatic normalization with 
other countries, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia in partic- 
ular, which reportedly have already expressed willing- 
ness to enter into full diplomatic ties. Bulgaria actually 
has already opened a trade office in Seoul. 


It is also expected that East Germany and Romania, both 
still undergoing tumultuous changes, will follow suit 
sooner or later. The Soviet Union and China meanwhile 
may take time to achieve diplomatic normalization with 
Seoul, in consideration of their traditional friendship 
with North Korea and the calls for cross recognition of 
the two Koreas at the same time by the United States and 
Japan, and the two Communist allies of Pyongyang. 


In whatever case, the general tendency is going along in 
South Korea’s favor. Pyongyang has reached the limits of 
its desperate efforts to turn the tide of East-West detente 
and to keep its old allies from falling apart. The sudden, 
violent end to Romanian dictator Ceausescu must have 
been a portentous, shocking tragedy in the eyes of North 
Korean dictator Kim Il-song. 


Especially with Yugoslavia having played a leading role 
in the nonaligned movement since its breakaway from 
the Soviet bloc in 1948, the upgraded Seoul-Belgrade 
relationship will surely enlarge the arena of Seoul’s 
diplomacy vis-a-vis nonaligned and third world coun- 
tries, which have so far tilted in favor of Pyongyang. 


But for all these favorable developments, our ultimate 
diplomatic policy is not to win a competition with the 
rival regime in the North —ut to induce Pyongyang to 
change and move out into the international community. 
This is the basic spirit of President No Tae-u's statement 
for national self-esteem, unification and prosperity on 
July 7, 1988, calling for among other things North 
Korea’s becoming a responsible member of the interna- 
tional community. 


We have closely, if not enviously, watched the encour- 
aging developments in East Germany. At the same time, 
we must learn a lesson from the crumbling of the Berlin 
Wall, namely that it is mainly attributed to the steadfast 
application of the Ostpolitik of West Germany. The crux 
of Ostpolitik, the West German version of the northern 
policy being pursued by No, is not to compete with or 
outpace the other part of the country but to cooperate 
with it in building up the standard of living there, a 
principle put into practice with notably with West Ger- 
many’s economic assistance to the East. 
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With Seoul's rapprochement with an increasing number 
of socialist countries, the Pyongyang regime is heading 
for deeper isolation, despite growing pressure to open its 
doors. North Korea will eventually find it difficult to 
exercise a range of options without accommodating the 
surge of global detente. 


There is no need for the South to prod the inferiority 
complex of the North or drive it into a corner with 
aggressive steps. The South needs patience and sincere 
efforts to bring about reform in the North, and so must 
desist from mutual rivalry on the international stage and 
seek practical benefits, building bridges over material 
and spiritual gaps between the people in the two halves 
of the divided country. This is the only way ahead. 


Police Report More on Chondaehyop Activities 
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[Text] Seoul, Dec. 26 (YONHAP)—Fugitive South 
Korean student leaders decided in early May that they 
would send one or two representatives to attend an 
international youth festival in the capital of North Korea 
in July, police said Tuesday. 


A student known only as “butterfly” was selected to 
make the illegal trip a few weeks later by Chon Mun- 
hwan, Chong Un-chol and Pak Chong-yol, core members 
of the radical student group Chondaehyop [National 
Council of University Student Representatives]. 


Chon reported to Yim Chong-sok, president of Chondae- 
hyop, on June 19 that Yim Su-kyong had agreed to travel 
into the heart of the world’s most hard-line and insular 
communist nation and that she would be infiltrated into 
Pyongyang via Japan and West Germany with help from 
a German dissident group. 


Yim walked home, escorted by the Rev. Mun Kyu-hyon, 
the Roman Catholic priest dispatched to North Korea 
for that mission, through the truce village of Panmunjom 
in the demilitarized zone dividing the Korean peninsula 
in August and is now on trial in a South Korean court 
together with the Rev. Mun, charged with the National 
Security Law for visiting North Korea without govern- 
ment permission. 


Yim was arrested on Dec. 18 after a nationwide man- 
hunt in which he led police in circles for 11 months, 
popping up for rallies and vanishing again before they 
could capture him. 


On June 25, Yim was told by Chong, a Yonsei Univer- 
sity student regarded as the real leader of Chondaehyop 
by the police, that Yim had left Seoul with only 700,000 
won (1,040 U.S. dollars) and needed more money. Yim 
ordered Chong to send her 2.5 million won (3,730 
dollars) collected during a rally at the Catholic cathedral 
in central Seoul. 


When the news broke that the 21-year-old student had 
arrived in Pyongyang it created an uproar in the South 
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and Yim fled to a boarding house in Kwangju, a city 255 
kilometers South of Seoul, where he hid from July 5 till 
Aug. 23 with help from a local student. 


Yim, also president of Hanyang University student asso- 
ciation, then lived in an apartment in Seoul, supported 
by an unidentified individual going by the pseudonym 
“chongsam,” for the three and a half months until to his 
capture, police said. Chongsam and the Kwangju student 
are wanted by police on charges of concealing a fugitive. 
While hiding in the apartment, Yim had several inter- 
views with reporters and appeared at universities across 
the country. 


He received 200,000 won (130 dollars) per month from 
Chondaehyop, the association of student representatives 
in Seoul and the Hanyang student union, a total of 
600,000 won, police said. 


Mun Refuses to Appear in Court, Appeal Postponed 
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[Text] Seoul, Dec. 27 (YONHAP)—The first session of 
the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s appeal against his conviction on 
charges of making an unauthorized visit to North Korea 
could not be held Wednesday because Mun, citing his ill 
health, refused to appear in court. 


The 71-year-old dissident clergyman, in a letter to the 
bench, said he was refusing to attend the session at the 
Seoul Court of Appeals because the judges had ignored 
his lawyers’ request for medical treatment. Mun’s law- 
yers had demanded a doctor examine Mun in depth as 
the defendant's body was swollen and they feared he was 
seriously ill. The bench said it would decide whether 
Mun required hospital treatment if he appeared in court 
so his condition could be studied by the judges, but 
warned that the next hearing would go ahead on Jan. |2 
with or without Mun’s presence. 


Yu Won-ho, convicted of going on the banned trip in 
March with Mun, was present in the courtroom but his 
appeals hearing was postponed as well. More than 100 
family members, relatives and well-wishers packed the 
appelate court but did not create a disturbance beyond 
jeering at the judges. 


Mun and Yu were each sentenced to |0 years in jatl by a 
lower court which found the two guilty of several 
charges, including violation of the National Security 
Law, for meeting Kim Il-song, among others, without 
government permission. 


Stronger Controls Due on Foreign Investment 
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[Text] The government will strengthen regulations on 
foreign investment in domestic industries 

In particular, foreign investment in labor-intensive 
industries will be strictly controlled in the days ahead. 
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Che government stance is aimed at ending social dis- 
putes over the withdrawal of foreign investors in 
domestic industnes. 

This year, a number of foreign investors have pulled out 
under the pretext of the aggravation of their business 
management triggered by the won’s revaluation against 
the U.S. dollar and high wage increases on the heels of 
labor disturbances. 

Even some of them have not paid a large amount of 
salaries and severance payments to their Korean 
workers, thereby generating social disputes. 

The Trade-Industry Ministry said yesterday that tt 
would not permit foreign companies to tnvest in 
domestic law in order to prevent the breakout of labor 
disturbances in advance. 

in the meantime, the ministry will control foreign invest- 
ment in fields which might generate trade friction with 
the United States, the |2-member European Community 
and other advanced countries. 

Foreign companies will also be restricted in their tnvest- 
ments in case they hamper technology development by 
Korean business concerns. 

The ministry will instruct present foreign investors to 
abide by Korean law in order to prevent the breakout 
labor disturbances in advance. 


Dependence on Imports in Industry Declining 
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| Text] Seoul, Dec. 27 (YONHAP}—The South Korean 
economy has deepened its dependence on imports over 
the past few years and become less export-oriented, 
according to a central bank report released Wednesday. 
Imports constituted 13.7 percent of the nation’s aggre- 
gate supply in 1987, up from 13.2 percent in 1985 and 
i33 percent in 1986, according to a report, titied 
“Korea's Input-Output Table for 1987," drawn up by the 
Bank of Kor_a. 


imports had been annually Declining as a perceniage of 


the aggregate supply until 1985. The dependency of total 
Output on imports was 12.8 percent in 1987, up from 
12.2 percent in 1986 but down from 12.9 percent in 
1985. The rate of foreign exchange earning was 65.3 
percent in 1987, down | percentage point from 1°86. 


The manufacturing industry, which depends heavily on 
imported raw materials, was lowest at 60.8 percent. The 
mining industry topped the list with &8.3 percent fol- 
lowed by the agriculture-forestry (85.4 percent) and 
service sectors (82.8 percent). 


* Oversupplies in Three Industrial Areas Noted 
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{Article by Pak Chong-nyang: “Petrochemicals, Semi- 
conductors, Automobiles Headed for Overproduction, 
Overlappings”’} 
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| lext! Petrochemicals: Oversupply Inevitable Due to the 
Rush of New, Additional Plant Investments; Growth 
Slowing Down...the International Market Prices Headed 
for a Slump 


in the nation’s petrochemical industry, we hear an 
increasingly loud expression of concern about an over- 
supply due to the current rash of plant investments, new 
or additional, by major businesses. 


In addition to massive additional plant and equipment 
investments by the existing makers such as the Korea Oil 
Corporation [KOCO], Daelim Industrial Co., Korea 
Petrochemical Industry Co., Lucky, Hanyang Chemical 
Corporation and Honam Petrochemical Corp., inspired 
by the boom in recent years, new enterprises like Sam- 
sung and Hyundai ventured into the race by announcing 
their plans for plant investments. 


In the cases of Samsuag General Chemical and Hyundai 
Petrochemical, the two major conglomerates, in partic- 
ular, they are building petrochemical complexes of their 
own with investments as much as |,200 billion-won to 
| 300 billion-won each, creating a threat to the existing 
manufacturers. 


The new and additional investment projects currently 
being pushed in the petrochemical industry are, 1n scale, 
several times the size of existing facilities in each branch 
of products. The industry sees that if all these projects, 
involving both the existing enterprises and new-comers, 
should simultaneously come to completion in the early 
1990's, there will be no way of avoiding an oversupply. 


Massive Samsung, Hyundai Projects 


The rush of such investments, new or additional, by 
petrochemical businesses has been prompted by the 
boom since 1983 that saw the industry continuing a close 
to 20 percent annual growth on average, with their 
products selling like hot cakes. 


Under these circumstances, the existing makers have 
continued to invest in plant and equipment, while the 
new conglomerates, shut out from the petrochemical 
industry in the past, decided to join in the competition as 
the industry is being totally liberalized, beginning next 
year 


It is as clear as day that such a rush of makers into the 
same industry, however promising or booming, will lead 
to a situation of oversupply and excessive competition. 


To make it worse, the petrochemical industry lately has 
shown signs of a lessening of the kind of boom it had 
enjoyed over the past 5 or 6 years. It has even been 
showing signs of a recession since the beginning of this 
vear because of diminishing demand and price falls in 
the international markets. 


Ajthough until early this year at least, the international 
orices on petrochemical products had been 20 percent to 
50 percent higher than the domestic prices, increases 1n 
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international petrochemical investments and deteriora- 
tion in the Chinese markets caused international market 
prices to slump drastically, pushing the import prices on 
ail synthetic resin items below domestic price levels. 


The price of ethylene, as high as $650 per ton in the 
fourth quarter last year, is likely to fall to a $500 level in 
the corresponding quarter this year. The trend is more 
striking on synthetic resin products. 


The prices of HDPE (high-density polyethylene) and 
LDPE (low-density polyethylene) have dropped to a 
$800 level from $1,300 last year while that of SM 
(styrene monomer), once as high as $1,600, plummeted 
to a $700 level. Thus, the decline in price has been as 
heavy as close to 40 percent to 100 percent for most 
products. 


This prompted the domestic consumer, hitherto relying 
on domestic products, to turn to the less expensive 
imports, causing a decline in the domestic plants’ rate of 
operations and other difficulties; excess stocks are 
reported on products like LDPE the domestic supply of 
which is otherwise still short. 


Despite this situation, makers in the country have either 
started the construction of new or additional massive- 
scale plants or are planning for such construction, 
Causing controversy. 


In the case of ethylene the price of which has been on the 
decline since the beginning of this year, eight enterprises 
including the old KOCO and Daelim Industrial are 
pushing ahead with their new or additional plant 
projects. 


Daelim Industrial and KOCO are scheduled to complete 
within this year facilities to create an additional capacity 
for 250,000 tons and 400,000 tons respectively, 
increasing their combined ethylene production from 
505,000 tons at present .» 1,155,000 tons. 


Meanwhile, Korea Petrochemical Industrial, which was 
the last to obtain the government license for new ven- 
tures, embarked on the construction of a 250,000-ton 
naphtha cracking center in Ulsan, while Honam Petro- 
chemical began the construction of a 350,000-ton plant, 
also for naphtha cracking, in Yochon. Lucky Petrochem- 
ical Co. is also working on plans to build a 350,000-ton 
naphtha cracking center for completion in 1991. 


At the same time, Samsung and Hyundai are respectively 
planning to construct their naphtha cracking centers of a 
350,000-ton capacity in Sosan. Thus, all in all, the 
domestic ethylene supply is expected to increase six 
times the present level to 3,155,000 toms in the early 
1990's. 


On the other hand, however, the prospective demand for 
ethylene is only 1.5 million tons for 1990, 1.9 raillion 
tons for 1993, and 2.1 million tons for 1995. This means 
that if plant investments for ethylene are carried out as 
planned, there will be an oversupply by more than | 
million tons every year. 
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In synthetic resins such as LDPE, HDPE, PP (polypro- 
pylene), PVC (polyvinyl chloride) and PS (polystyrene), 
too, it is feared that the massive new and additional 
plant investments will lead to an oversupply. 


In the case of LDPE production, heretofore monopo- 
lized by Hanyang Chemical, construction of new or 
additional facilities is under way by KOCO, Lucky, 
Samsung and Hyundai as well as Hanyang, and as a 
result, the supply is expected to increase from 340,000 
tons at present to 520,000 tons at the end of this year, 
and to 980,000 tons or twice the domestic demand in 
1991. 


In HDPE too, similar projects are under way by eight 
enterprises including such veteran makers as Honam 
Petrochemical and Korea Petrochemical Industry and 
their completion, planned for 1993, will bring the supply 
from 450,000 tons at present to 980,000 tons or nearly 
twice the prospective demand of 500,000 tons for 1993. 


Also in PP, PVC and PS, prospects are that a serious 
oversupply of products is inevitable when the current 
new or additional investments in plant and equipment 
come to completion. 


Change in Plans Suggested 


The feared oversupply of products thus prompted old 
enterprises in the petrochemical industry to come up 
with suggestions that late-comers in the industry either 
revise their plans or put off the date of completion for 
their projects. 


However, those late-comers such as Samsung and 
Hyundai are moving to expedite their plant projects to 
secure an advantage in the competition. Consequently, 
an adjustment in investment plans does not appear to be 
easy. 


The reason those conglomerates are scrambling not to 
miss the bus despite the risk of an oversupply is that the 
petrochemical industry is seen as a growth area likely to 
decide the business circles’ territorial! race for the 1990's. 
Also at work is the attraction of the petrochemical 
industry as a process industry relatively less vulnerable 
to effects of labor-management disputes. 


Semiconductors: The “Big Three’ Development 
Competition Gaining Heat; Production Increases 
Sharply; Plant and Equipment Costs, in Some Cases, 
Perhaps Irrecoverable 


The semiconductor industry in Korea, once the most 
promising, is showing signs of overproduction and other 
uncertainties due to change in the sensitive international 
market. 


As is known to all, the Korean semiconductor industry 
has grown by leaps and bounds as a result of its succes- 
sive successes in the development of high-tech prod- 
ucts—64K DRAM [dynamic random access memory] in 
1983, then 256K DRAM, 1M DRAM and 4M DRAM. 
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Encouraged, semiconductor businesses in the country 
such as Samsung Electronics, the forerunner, and 
Hyundai Electronics Industry and Goldstar Electric have 
continued with their massive investments in plant and 
equipment. 


Of the three companies, Samsung has invested a total of 
1,500 billion won as of this year while Hyundai poured 
700 billion won in the 6 years since its founding. 
Meanwhile, Goldstar plans to invest |67 billion won this 
year, then more than 200 billion won every year through 
1993. However, the continuing price decline in the 
international markets for 1M DRAM, their main 
product, has become a source of concern for overproduc- 
tion among domestic makers who followed Japan into 
the field with such massive plant investments. 


Japan Cuts 1M DRAM Production 


The semiconductor industry in this country has heen 
dependent on priority production, and exports, of 
memory chips, the DRAM in particular, for its growth. It 
still lags | or 2 years behind such advanced countries as 
Japan and the United States in production technology. 
As a result, the reality is that it cannot but fall one step 
behind them in responding to change in the world 
markets. 


With 1M DRAM replacing 256K DRAM as the main- 
stream in the world semiconductor market, Japanese 
manufacturers such as Toshiba and NEC already estab- 
lished mass production systems for it and their share of 
the world 1M DRAM market reached 85 percent. 


In the case of 1M DRAM, meanwhile, the unit price that 
remained at a $30 level last year fell to a $24 level early 
this year, and further to approximately $14 at present, as 
the Japanese production moved into full swing. It 1s even 
expected to slump below $10 toward the end of the year. 


In view of this situation, Japanese makers stopped their 
plant investments; in Toshiba’s case, the largest manu- 
facturer, it even cut back its production from 9 million 
pieces to 8 million pieces per month. 


The reverse is the case with our country, a late-comer in 
the field, however. Samsung Electronics, currently pro- 
ducing 5.5 million pieces of 1M DRAM monthly, plans 
to expand the output to 6 million-7 million pieces next 
year, while Hyundai Electronics, engaged in limited 
production so far, is expected to complete its plant this 
month to turn out 2 million pieces of 1M DRAM 
monthly this year, increasing it to 3 million pieces next 
year. 


At the same time, Goldstar Electric, a late starter in the 
industry, plans to begin producing 7 million pieces of 
IMD RAM monthly by the end of next year with the 
completion of its Chongju plant which 1s currently under 
construction. 


However, the problem with |!M DRAM is the continuing 
fall of its price and its anticipated short life. 
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Already in Japan, a competition is on for 4M DRAM 
production, spawning apprehensions that production 
facilities for 1M DRAM, costing each Kovean manufac- 
turer approximately 300 billion won, might turn out to 
be a waste. 


It is possible that Korean manufacturers are arriving 
belatedly in a field that has been fully exploited by the 
Japanese and will eventually find themselves in the sorry 
position of being unable to recover the tremendous 
amount of money they invested in plant and equipment. 


While it 1s expected that Korea’s monthly 1M DRAM 
production will reach 16 million pieces or 20 percent of 
the world market in the next fiscal year when the three 
makers complete their mass production systems, it is in 
fact doubtful how profitable such investments will be 
amid the continuing price slump. 


Nevertheless, the businesses involved are optimistic in 
their views. Not only Samsung Electronics, which com- 
pieted its mass production system and is already in 
competition with Japanese manufacturers, but also 
Hyundai Electronics and Goldstar Electric boast that the 
odds are definitely in their favor. 


They claim that they are fully competitive in the price 
war because K orean technology does not lag behind the 
Japanese, for instance, in cost efficiency. They mean that 
they can beat Japanese manufacturers in price and still 
earn profits. 


Also, regarding apprehensions over a possible over- 
supply and of facilities which might become obsolete, 
they insist that there is nothing to worry about because 
facilities for 1M DRAM can also be used for the produc- 
tion of 4M DRAM. 


“Shifting to 4M DRAM...No Worry” 


Samsung already has completed facilities for paralle! 
production of !M DRAM and 4M DRAM in its Kihung 
plant, while Hyundai says that its Inchon No 4 plant, 
soon to be completed, is a similar facility for parallel 
production. Goldstar also made it clear that facilities at 
its Chongju plant, earmarked for completion late next 
year, will also be for parallel production. 


What they say is that they will be watching the market 
and can swiftly shift to 4M DRAM from 1M DRAM to 
cope with change in the world trends. 


Indeed, 256K DRAM and |!M DRAM coexisted for 
some time in the past during which our country greatly 
profited form Japan’s hasty withdrawal from the 64K 
DRAM and 256K DRAM field; likewise, it is possible 
that 256K DRAM, 1M DRAM and 4M DRAM will have 
independent markets for a few years to come, creating 
continued demand. 


Meanwhile, some note that in other countries, the gov- 
ernments and manufacturers are jointly developing high- 
tech semiconductors to prevent duplicate investments 
between makers and secure competitiveness on state 
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levels, whereas semiconductor manufacturers in our 
country are pushing development on a separate basis and 
are lagging in securing the basic technology, causing 
increasing cases of duplicate investments. 


Although the Korean government and businesses also 
are engaged in joint research in 16/64M DRAM for 
future development, they are in fact working separately 
for the acquisition of basic and production technologies, 
causing criticism of duplicate investments and wastes of 
State tunds. 


For example, in the development of 4M DRAM that was 
completed last year, the three makers had basically 
participated in the joint development but failed to 
achieve the expected results because each refused to 
share technological details with others. 


Automobiles: Pochol and Samsung Branching Out into 
Auto Business; Oversupply Feared for the Mid-1990's 


Ushering in an era of free competition, the nation’s auto 
industry that finally surpassed the goal of | million-car 
production last year has begun showing signs of overlap- 
ping investment and overinvestment. 


The lifting of the car industry regulatory measure on | 
July plunged the existing five makers tn a production 
competition on all models; in addition, Samsung and 
Pochol [Pohang Iron & Steel Co.] are pushing their plans 
to begin auto production, giving rise to concern that too 
many makers are crowding the limited market. Auto 
exports which made rapid growth in recent years have 
lately decreased sharply, and to make it worse, the 
demand for cars is on the decline globally. The wisdom 
of such new participation and massive additional invest- 
ments, some note, is questionable at a time like this. 


Export Slump, Global Fall in Demand 


Hyunda: Motor Company plans to invest 500 billion to 
600 billlon won in plant and equipment every year 
through the 1990's to bring its yearly production 
capacity from 830,000 cars at present to 1.5 million in 
1995 


To begin with, it will complete by the end of next year 
the current construction of a new plant in Ulsan tor an 
additional! |50,000 cars and increase its Ulsan capacity 
to 980,000 cars. At the same time, Hyundai plans to start 
the construction—on 700,000 pyong of land it secured in 
Pyongtaek, Kyonggi Province—of a second large-scale 
auto assembly plant to bring its production capacity to 
1.15 million cars in 1991, to 1.26 million in 1992, and to 
1.5 million mn 1995 


Meanwhile, Daewoo Motor Company, capable of pro- 
ducing 445,000 cars a year, has plans .© establish pro- 
duction systems for a total! of 1.4 muilion cars by the 
mid-1990's. Presently, it 1s building a new plant capable 
of producing | 50,000 J-cars—a compact, | 600 cc-2,000 
cc type—by expanding and remodelling the 60,000-car 
Royal production line at the Pupyong plant with a 120 
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billion won investment by the end of the first half of next 
year. Daewoo has also a long-term plan to complete the 
reclamation of the 2.09 milliuuw-pyong Kunsan No 2 
Industrial Complex site by 1992 and build an assembly 
line for 600,000 passenger cars a year. 


In addition, the Daewoo Group, through one of its 
affiliates, Daewoo Shipbuilding, is pushing mini-car 
production on a full scale. Daewoo imported technology 
from Suzuki Motor Co., the biggest mini-car maker in 
Japan, and is building a 240,000-car plant in Changwon 
for completion toward the end of next year with an 
investment totaling 300 billion won. 


Kia Motors Corporation is working on plans to increase 
its present annual production capacity of 350,000 cars 
(150,000 passenger cars and 200,000 business cars) to a 
1.1 million-car level by the mid-1990's. 


As its initial-phase project, Kia is currently building a 
150,000-car plant in Asan and, at the same time, working 
on plans for phased construction of plant facilities for a 
total of 600,000 cars. 


Asia Motors Co., one of Kia's affiliates specializing in 
business cars such as trucks and buses, is branching out 
into jeep production, taking advantage of the lifting of 
the auto industry regulatory measure this year. Asia 
Motors, presently producing 65,000 cars, plans to sell 
1,700 jeeps this year and to create the production 
capacity for 32,000 jeeps by 1993. It plans also to build 
a production line for passenger cars and is currently 
considering the construction of a plant on a 300,000- 
pyong Taebul Industrial Complex site in Mokpo to 
produce 200,000 of them annually. 


Ssangyong Motor Company, in a joint venture with 
Volvo, also 1s branching out into passenger car produc- 
tion. It plans to build an assembly plant for 50,000 
medium-size and compact passenger cars a year on a 
vacant lot (400,000 pyong) at its Pyongtaek plant, and to 
embark on mass production in 1992. This plant will 
eventually be expanded to produce 160,000 cars annu- 
ally, according to plans. In addition, Ssangyong is 
studying plans to build a second plant for 300,000 
mini-passenger cars a year in another place like Chinhae 
or Nungchon. 


Thus, the possibility of an oversupply is increasing as the 
massive investments in plant and equipment planned by 
auto makers will push the nation’s production capacity 
up from 1.73 million cars at present to 2.13 million in 
1990, to 2.4 million in 1991, and to 5 million in the 
mid-1990's. 


Meanwhile, besides the old auto makers such as Hyun- 
dai, Daewoo, Kia, Asia and Ssangyong, the new-comers, 
Samsung and Pochol, are hastening their preparations to 
Start their car production. All these moves will likely 
create a situation that will plunge the auto industry in 
this country into a literally excessive competition. 
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Pochol's entry into auto production, which has for some 
time been rumored, became an established fact when 
officially confirmed at the time of the recent National 
Assembly inspection by the state administration. A 
project team headed by the vice president of the com- 
pany is known to be in the process of negotiating a 
technological tie-up with either Chrysler Corp. of the 
United States or the German company of Volkswagen. 


Five Established Makers Competing on All Models 


Although it has not yet officially announced plans to 
begin car production, Samsung made a virtually final 
decision on technological know-how to be imported, and 
presently its affiliates are working on funding plans for 
their respective fields, according to reports. 


Thus, the moves of Pochol and Samsung to branch out 
into the industry are making it increasingly likely that 
the nation’s auto industry is heading for a turning point, 
causing concern among people that the industry could be 
returning to the same situation that had existed before 
the regulatory measure was imposed. 


It is true that Korean makers have gained self-confidence 
from their successes in the U.S. market and an explosive 
increase in domestic demand in the past 2 or 3 years. 
This prompted them to begin implementing their mas- 
sive investment plans for the 1990's. 


The makers insist that the prospective 1992 demand is 
3.1 millon cars against the anticipated supply of 2.6 
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million, that the deepening imbalance makes additional 
investments urgent to fill the gap of 500,000. Their 
position is of course premised on a sustained increase in 
auto exports as well as in domestic demand. 


Of late, however, the Korean auto industry has suffered 
serious setbacks in competitiveness due to the revalua- 
tion of the won currency and wage increases and, as a 
result, is experiencing great difficulties in exports 
Making it worse is the fact that the global demand- 
supply prospects remain bleak in the car industry. 


Most of the Korean experts on the industry are appre- 
hensively concerned that the world car industry will be 
in a state of oversupply in the year 2000. 


In the case of domestic demand, it is expected to increase 
from 520,000 cars last year to approximately | million 
next year, and to over 1.5 million in the mid-1990's. The 
upturn trend is likely to continue for the time being, but 
in the mid-1990's and thereafter new demand will likely 
level off. If there is a limited gain, it will be from demand 
for replacement cars. 


Under these circumstances, with makers continuing 
their rush to auto production and implementing their 
plans for new or additional investments in plant and 
equipment, the possibility is growing of the nation’s auto 
industry being thrown into another whirlwind of over- 
production and excessive competition in the mid-1990's 
and thereafter. 


ay, SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Visit of PRC Economic Delegation Reported 


BK 2412075289 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 23 Dec 8&9 


[Text] A delegation headed by Mr Wang Wendong, 
assistant minister of the Ministry of Foreign Economic 
Relations of the People’s Republic of China, arrived in 
Yangon [Rangoon] by air this afternoon. 


The PRC delegation was welcomed at the airport by U 
Min Aung, director general of the Ministry of Planning 
and Finance's Budget Department; U Soe Thwin, 
director general of the Foreign Economic Relations 
Department, U Ba Thwin, director general of the For- 
eign Ministry's International Organizations and Eco- 
nomic Relations Department, U Khin Maung Yin, man- 
aging director of the Construction Ministry's Public 
Construction Service; responsible officials; Mr Cheng 
Ruisheng; PRC ambassador to Myanma [Burma], and 
staff members of the PRC Embassy. 


Later in the evening, U Khin Maung Yin, managing 
director of the Public Construction Service, feted the 
Chinese guests at the Inya Lake Hotel. 


PRC Economic Delegation Departs 


BK2812072489 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 27 Dec 8&9 


|Text]) Mr Wang Wedong, Assistant Minister of the 
Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade of 
the People's Republic of China, and his delegation left 
Yangon [Rangoon] this afternoon. 


They were seen off at the airport by the appropriate 
personnel from the ministry of Planning and Finance, 
the ministry of Foreign Affairs, the ministry of Construc- 
tion, Chinese Ambassador Mr Cheng Ruisheng and 
embassy officials. 


Khin Nyunt Receives Japanese Ambassador 


BK2312090489 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Dec 8&9 


[Text] Brigadier General Khin Nyunt, secretary-! of the 
State Law and Order Restoration Council, received Mr 
Otaka Hiroshi, Japanese ambassador to Myanma 
[Burma], at 0900 today at the Ministry of Defense's 
Dagon House. Present at the meeting with Brig Gen 
Khin Nyunt was U Ohn Gyaw, director general of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Department of Political 
Affairs 
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‘Armed Men’ Reportedly Kill Two Thai Loggers 


BK19/2011489 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
19 Dec 89 p 3 


[Excerpts] Tak—Two workers of a Thai logging com- 
pany operating in Burma opposite Tha Song Yang Dis- 
trict were killed and another seriously wounded when 
their camp was attacked by a group of unidentified 
armed men early yesterday morning, Border Patrol 
Police sources said. [passage omitted] 


The attack took place at about 2.30 a.m. when the Thai 
workers were sleeping in the camp of the Sirin Tech- 
nology Company, which has obtained logging rights in 
Burma. The attackers fired at the workers with M-16 
rifles and M-79 grenade launchers. 


The attack prompted some 50 Thai workers to flee across 
the border to Tha Song Yang District. [passage omitted] 


Paper Carries U Nu’s Letter to Saw Maung 


BK2812034589 Bangkok THE NATION in Enelish 
28 Dec 89 p 17 


[Full Text” of 7 December 1989 letter from U Nu, 
patron of the League for Democracy and Peace, to State 
Law and Order Restoration Council Chairman Gen Saw 
Maung “obtained by THE NATION on Tuesday 26 
December 1988""] 


[Text] Dear Bogyokegyi (Gen Saw Maung): 


I was told that the news of the press conference held by 
the authorities and announced in the television pro- 
gramme on the night of 17/11/89 contains some items 
concerning the League for Democracy and Peace [LDP] 
and three important points from it are as follows: 


1. That the new government formed by me on 9/9/89 is 
to be dissolved; 

2. That the members of the new government are to 
declare individually that they have resigned from that 
government, 

3. That the LDP is to proclaim that it had nothing to do 
with LDP President Bohmu Aung’s letter to the Indian 
Prime Minister for financial and arms aid, and that it 
was written by Bohmu Aung acting independently and 
entirely on his own. 


As first of these three points concerns me, I wish to reply 
to it. 


I wish to reply as follows: 


If Bogyokegyi and associate will accept by my “method”, 
I can agree to dissolve at any time the new government 
formed by me. The method which I propose is as follows: 


I have adequate grounds for proposing this. If Bogyoke 
Ne Win respected and honoured the oath he had taken as 
Army Chief of Staff, it was his duty, either on 2/3/62 or 
two or three days before that date, to report to me the 
situation in the country and to give advice as to how the 
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situation should be dealt with. Then he should carry out 
the order given to him by the Prime Minister. If there 
were a difference of views between him and me, he 
should, respecting and honouring the oath he had taken, 
resign from his post. 


On the contrary, he did not report even in words the 
country’s situation. Instead, giving an untrue and decep- 
tive reason, he seized power. The reason he gave was 
untrue and deceptive as the whole country knows. 


When the army planned to seize power in 1958, I had, in 
order to safeguard the honour of the army, convened 
parliament and transferred power into the hands of 
Bogyoke Ne Win. 


When the army seized power in 1962, however, I did not 
know about it before hand and thus could not make use 
of the method of transferring power as was done in 1958. 


While | was in prison after being deprived of power in 
1962, Bogyoke Ne Win, accompanied by Dr Hla Han, 
came to see me in prison about March 1966. On seeing 
him, | burst out compassionately, “Bogyoke, if you 
wanted power, why didn't you tell me? I would have 
convened a parliament meeting as | had done in 1958 
and transferred the power to you.” 


If Bogyokegyi and associates have read this letter so far, 
you would have realized the important point I wish to 
make. 


| announced on 9/9/88 that I have taken back power 
because Bogyoke Ne Win had seized it by force from my 
hands on 2/3/62. Had he not seized power on 2/3/62 
there would have been no reason whatsoever for me to 
make such an announcement. 


As the matter now stands, Bogyoke Ne Win who first did 
wrong is not called upon to own up his wrongdoing, but 
I who did nothing wrong am called upon to acknowledge 
a wrongdoing that I have not committed. I would there- 
fore like to let Bogyokegyi and associates understand 
definitely that I would never, under any circumstances, 
yield to such a one-sided demand. 


If Bogyoke Ne Win will first publish a letter to the effect 
that he had done wrong in seizing power from the Prime 
Minister on 2/3/62, that he is sorry for it, and that he will 
never again do such a thing, | will announce in writing 
that the new government formed on 9/9/88 is dissolved 
as Bogyokegyi and your associates desire. 


Until and unless Bogyoke Ne Win publishes the letter | 
have suggested, Bogyokegyi and your associates can do 
whatever you like with me—you might cut me up, kill 
me, send me to prison for life—I will be unperturbed. 
But if I die, | wish my remains to be handed over to my 
wife Daw Mya Yee. I have resolved that when I die, the 
dead body is to be put into a sack together with some 
bricks and thrown into the sea as food for fishes. 


May you all have greater glory and a long life. 
Signed U Nu 7/12/89 
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Khin Nyunt Tours Broadcasting Department 


BK2312093689 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] Brigadier General Khin Nyunt, secretary-! of 
the State Law and Order Restoration Council [SLORC}, 
accompanied by Colonel Thein Win, Air Force chief of 
staff, Colonel! Kyaw Min, commander of the 55th Light 
Infantry Division Headquarters; Colonel Myo Thant, 
director of communications; Colonel Myint Lwin, pro- 
vost marshal; Colonel Htay Win, commander of No 3 
Military Region; and responsible officials, inspected the 
Department of Information and Broadcasting at | 300 
today. [passage omitted] 


Secretary-! Brig Gen Khin Nyunt met with employees at 
Studio A of the broadcasting building and spoke about 
the need to strictly adhere to regulations for employees, 
to perform assigned duties, to be loyal not only to the 
current government, but also to the future government, 
and to practice correct and fair management at various 
levels. 


Continuing, the secretary-! spoke about the three major 
causes of the Defense Services, saying disintegration of 
the union, disintegration of national unity, and loss of 
independence and sovereignty will never be tolerated. 
He said priority is being given to the maintenance of law 
afie order and peace and tranquillity in order to success- 
fully hold free and fair elections. He said regardless of 
which government comes to power, there will always be 
the Defense Services, which will always work in the 
interests of the country. He said any form of external 
interference and aggression will not be acceptable. He 
explained in detail the current work being carried out by 
the SLORC for national economic development, social 
development, and development on all fronts. 


Next, the secretary-! and his entourage toured the broad- 
casting facility and had a friendly meeting with the staff 
on duty. Then, the secretary-! was briefed by U Win Pe, 
acting director general of the Department of Information 
and Broadcasting, in the television studio's reception 
hall on his department's work. The secretary-! gave 
necessary instructions. 


The secretary-!| and his entourage left at 1515 after 
inspecting television production in the television studio. 


Candidates Asked To Submit Biographic Data 


BK2112144989 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The Commission for Multiparty Democratic Gen- 
eral Elections of the Union of Myanma [Burma] has 
issued press release No 153/89, dated 21 December 
1989—9th day of the waning moon of Nadaw, 135! 
Burmese era. The full text of the press release reads: 


In accordance with Rule No 20, Paragraph C of the 
People’s Assembly Elections Law, assembly candidates 
when submitting their application for candidature with 
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township elections subcommissions concerned in accor- 
dance with Form No 6, shall be required to describe their 
brief personal history according to their wish. Since the 
brief biographic data will be kept on record when the 
said candidate is elected to the assembly, the following 
are to be included in the data: 


A. The name of the candidate. 

B. National Registration Card number. 

C. Date of birth and age. 

D. Educational qualifications. 

E. Father's name. 

F. Permanent address. 

G. Name and number of the constituency being com- 
peted in. 

H. The party the candidate is representing, or state if 
running as an independent. 

I. Describe briefly candidate's personal history. This is to 
be kept on record if candidate gets elected. 

J. General information. 

K. Signature of candidate. 


An assembly candidate shall also be required to submit 
six 1.9 inch x 2.4 inch photographs when putting in the 
application for candidature. 


Candidates Asked To Keep Account of Expenses 


BK2112144589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The Commission for Multiparty Democratic Gen- 
eral Elections of the Union of Myanma [Burma] has 
issued Announcement No 348 dated 2! December 
1989—9th day of the waning moon of Nadaw, 1351 
Burmese era. The announcement reads: 


Subject: Prescribing the date when assembly candidates 
should begin to keep an account of expenses. 


An assembly candidate competing in the multiparty 
democratic elections shall, in accordance with Article 47 
of the Elections Law, start to keep an account of 
expenses effective from the date he/she submits an 
application for the assembly candidature with the town- 
ship zone elections subcommission concerned. 


By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


Dates Set for Candidature List in Shan State 


BK2312083589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] The Elections Commission for Holding Multi- 
party Democratic Elections has issued Announcement 
No 352 on 22 December 1989—10th day of the waning 
moon of Nadaw, Burmese Era 1351. 


The full text of the announcement is as follow: 


Subject: Announcement of dates for submission, scru- 
tiny, and withdrawal of the candidature list for the 
People’s Assembly constituencies in Konkyan, Na-hpan, 


FBIS-EAS-89-249 
29 December 1989 


Pangwai, Tangyan, Mong Mao, Man Hpan-Thaniwin 
Townships in the Shan State 


1. The Elections Commission for Holding Multiparty 
Democratic Elections in its Announcement No 328 
issued on 10 November 1989 has set 27 May 1990-—the 
4th day of the waxing moon of Nayon, Burmese Era 
1352—as the date for holding the general elections and 
has prescribed the dates for submission, scrutiny, and 
withdrawal of the candidates list for the People's 
Assembly. 


2. Work is being carried out for holding the scheduled 
elections on 27 May 1990 in Konkyan, Na-hpan, Pang- 
wai, Tangyan, Mong Mao, Man Hpan-Thanlwin Town- 
ships. 


3. However, due to difficulty in transport and commu- 
nications, the compilation of candidature lists has not 
been completed. Dates for submission, scrutiny, and 
withdrawal of the candidates in the aforementioned six 
constituencies have been set as follow: 


A. Date and deadline for submission of candidature list 
for the People’s Assembly in constituencies: 5 - 9 Feb- 
ruary 1990—from the | 1th to 15th day of waxing moon 
of Tabodwe, Burmese Era 135). 

B. Date for scrutiny of the People’s Assembly candida- 
ture list: 13 to 15 February 1990—the 4th to 6th day of 
the waxing moon of Tabodwe, Burmese Era 1351. 

C. Deadline for withdrawal from the candidature list: 
Office hours on 23 February 1990—the | 4th day of the 
waning moon of Tabodwe, Burmese Era | 351. 


By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


Candidates’ Citizenship Scrutiny Announced 


BK2312080789 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] The Commission for Holding Multiparty Demo- 
cratic Elections has issued Announcement No 351 on 22 
December | 989—10th day of the waning day of Nadaw, 
Burmese Era 1351. 


Subject: Scrutiny of citizenship of those wishing to 
contest in the elections. 


|. The commission under its Announcement No 328 
issued on 16 November 1989 has urged those wishing to 
contest in the elections to have their citizenship scruti- 
nized in advance 


2. It has been found that many persons wishing to 
contest in the elections have had their citizenship scru- 
tiny completed in advance in accordance with the noti- 
fication. As the date for submitting candidature listing 
for the People’s Assembly is approaching, those whose 
citizenship scrutiny has not yet been completed may 
submit their application for the People’s Assembly can- 
didature list by mentioning the present national registra- 
tion number. 
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By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


Commission Announces Deregistration of Parties 


BK2012142289 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] The Commission for Multiparty Democratic Gen- 
eral Elections of the Union of Myanma [Burma] issued 
Announcement No 347, dated 20 December |989—the 
8th day of the waning moon of Nadaw, 135! Burmese 
Era. The announcement reads: 


Subject: Deregistration of Political Parties 


1. The Commission for Multiparty Democratic General 
Elections of the Union of Myanma, upon receipt of 
applications for registration, has permitted registration 
of political parties in accordance with the Political 
Parties Law. 


2. However, following unanimous decisions by Central 
Executive Committees of political parties concerned, 
requests for the deregistration of their parties have been 
made by these committees. Hence, the Commission 
hereby announces the deregistration of the the following 
parties as of 20 December | 989: 


A. Progressive Democratic Youth League, Burma, of No 
55, Room 22, Maha Bandoola Garden Road, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon [Rangoon] Division. It was regis- 
tered on 25 October 1988 under Announcement No 47. 
B. United Democratic Youth League, of No 1057, Than- 
tumar Street, Sth ward, South Okkalapa Township, 
Yangon Division. It was registered on 8 November 1988 
under Announcement No 1! 04. 

C. National Fitness and Peace Party of No 6, Komin 
Kochin Road, Bahan Township, Yangon Division. It 
was registered on |2 November 1988 under Announce- 
ment No | 22. 

D. Democracy New Building Social Mileu Party, 
Bassein, Ayeyarwady Division, of No 15, Tractor Road, 
Pathein, Ayeyarwady Division. It was registered on 30 
December 1988 under Announcement No 177. 

E. National Politics Women’s Force, NPWF, of No 397, 
84th Street between 38th and 39th Streets, Maha 
Aungmye Anauk, Mandalay Southeast Township, Man- 
dalay Division. It was registered on 27 February 1989 
under Announcement No 209. 

F. National Economic Development Force, NEDF, of 
No 397, 84th Street between 38th and 39th Streets, 
Maha Aungmye Anauk, Mandalay Southeast Township, 
Mandalay Division. It was registered on 27 February 
1989 under Announcement No 210. 

G. National Politics Peasants Force, NPPF, of No 397, 
84th Street between 38th and 39th Streets, Maha 
Aungmye Anauk, Mandalay Southeast Township, Man- 
dalay Division. It was registered on 27 February 1989 
under Announcement No 211. 

H. National Politics Labor Force, NPLF, of No 397, 
84th Street between 38th and 39th Streets, Maha 
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Aungmye Anauk, Mandalay Southeast Township, Man- 
dalay Division. It was registered on 27 February 1989 
under Announcement No 212. 

I, Patriotic Indigenous Physicians League of No 25, 
Thitsa Street, 10th ward, South Okkalapa Township, 
Yangon Division. It was registered on 27 February | 989 
under Announcement No 216. 


By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


More Deregistrations Announced 


BK2112143989 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
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[Text] The Commission for Multiparty Democratic Gen- 
eral Elections of the Union of Myanma issued 
Announcement No 349, dated 21 December | 989—the 
9th day of the waning moon of Nadaw, 1351 Burmese 
era. The announcement reads: 


Subject: Deregistration of Political Parties 


1. The Commission for Multiparty Democratic General 
Elections of the Union of Myanma, upon receipt of 
applications for registration, has permitted registration 
of political parties in accordance with the Political 
Parties Law. 


2. However, following unanimous decisions by the Cen- 
tral Executive Committees of the political parties con- 
cerned, requests for the deregistration of their parties 
have been made by these committees. Hence, the com- 
mission hereby announces the deregistration of the the 
following parties as of 21 December 1989: 


A. People’s Progressive and Freedom Democracy Front. 
of No 155, Mill Road, Yaydwingon Ward, Mingala 
Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Division. It was regis- 
tered on 21 October 1988 under Announcement No 33. 
B. Guidance Democracy Party, of No 102, 155th Street, 
Tamway Township, Yangon Division. It was registered 
on 16 November 1988 under Announcement No | 37. 
C. People’s Front for Democracy Construction of No 11, 
Gyardawya Street, Myoma Ward, Bahan Township, 
Yangon Division. It was registered on 30 November 
1988 under Announcement No 152. 


By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


Three More Parties Deregistered 


BK2612142789 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The Commission for Multiparty Democratic Gen- 
eral Elections of the Union of Myanma has issued 
Announcement No 354, dated 26 December | 989—the 
14th day of the waning moon of Nadaw, 135! Burmese 
era. The announcement reads: 


Subject: Deregistration of Political Parties 
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|. The Commission for Multiparty Democratic General 
Elections of the Union of Myanma, upon receipt of 
applications for registration from political parties, per- 
mitted their registration in accordance with the Political 
Parties Law. 


2. However, following receipt of requests from several 
political parties for the annulment of the registration of 
their parties in accordance with the decisions unani- 
mously made by the Central Executive Committees 
concerned, the commission has annulled the registration 
of the following parties as of 26 December 1989: 


A. People’s Justice Party, Burma, of No 155, Nyantaw 
Ward, Maymyo, Mandalay Division. It was registered on 
25 November 1988 under Announcement No | 47. 

B. Patriotic Democracy Party, PDP, of No 199, 2d floor, 
Anawrahta Road, Pabedan Township, Yangon Division. 
It was registered on | December 1988 under Announce- 
ment No 156. 

C. Coalition League for Democratic Multiparty U nity of 
No 8&4, Panhline Street, Sanchaung Township, Yangon 
Division. It was registered on 2 December 1988 under 
Announcement No 159. 


By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


Two More Parties Deregistered 
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{Text} The Commission for Multiparty Democratic Gen- 
eral Elections of the Union of Myanma has issued 
Announcement No 355, dated 28 December |989—the 
16th day of the waning moon of Nadaw, 1351 Burmese 
era. The announcement reads: 


Subject: Deregistration of Political Parties 


1. The Commission for Multiparty Democratic General 
Elections of the Union of Myanma, upon receipt of 
applications for registration from political parties, per- 
mitted their registration in accordance with the Political 
Parties Law. 


2. However, following requests from several political 
parties for the annulment of their registrations in light of 
the unanimous decisions made by the Central Executive 
Committees concerned, the Commission has annulled 
the registration of the following parties as of 28 
December 1989: 


A. Arakan People’s United Organization of No 1/52, at 
the corner of 6th Street and Main Road, Tayathisu ward, 
Sittwe, Rakhine State. It was registered on 29 October 
1988 under Announcement No 65. 

B. National Unity and New Youth Party, NUNP, of No 
18, Bayint Naung 10th Street, Yangon-thit ward, Thu- 
wanna, Thingangyun Township, Yangon Division. It 
was registered on 28 February 1989 under Announce- 
ment No 232. 
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By the authority vested in me 
Signed: Aye Maung, secretary 


Troops Capture ‘Bandit Gang’ in Kyaikmaraw 


BK2512141989 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 25 Dec 8Y 


[Text] Acting on information supplied by dutiful people, 
our security forces were able to uncover and eliminate on 
23 December an armed bandit gang headed by Kyaw 
Lwin, which was taking refuge in and committing 
offenses in areas around the Mekathan stream in Kyaik- 
maraw Township. 


Following a fight that lasted about 65 minutes with that 
bandit gang, our security force captured Kyaw Lwin, 19, 
son of U »san of Wabyangon village in Kyaikmaraw 
Township; Po Tha Aung, 27, son of U Chu; Aye Cho, 21, 
son of U Pan Myaing; Aung Kyaw Soe, 19, son of U 
Kyaw Thein; Gaung Thonlon, 18, son of U Nay Soe of 
K yaiktaung village; Than Lwin, 19, son of U Mu Sarit; 
and Tha Shwe, 26, son of U Saw Shwe of Etine village. 


Seized from them were an AK-47, three AK-47 maga- 
zines, an M-16 automatic rifle, three M-16 magazines, an 
M-79 launcher, four 40-mm shells, a pistol that uses 
shotgun shells, and one American grenade. 


Preparations are being made to take legal action against 
them. 


Attack on Karens by Rangoon Forces ‘Expected’ 


BK2712012589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Dec 8Y p 2 


[Text] Tak—Burmese forces are expected to launch an 
operation against Karen rebels at two major camps 
opposite Mae Sot District within a week, Border Patrol 
Police sources said. 


The Burmese authorities ordered a Thai logging firm to 
move out 200 Thai workers and its machinery from the 
Burmese side back to Thailand. 


Sources said deputy commander of the 97th Battalion 
Major Myint Maung Tun summoned officials of the 
Sirin Timber Co Ltd and told them to immediately move 
the workers from its concessions Nos 4 and 5 opposite 
Ban Tha-at and Ban Mae Kuluang of Mae Sot. 


The Burmese reportedly said they would attack Karen 
camps at Kawmura and Palu. Burmese helicopters were 
seen flying over the territory in the past two days. 


Meanwhile, three battalions of Burmese troops were sent 
to Tint Ting Kanyi Naung to prepare for the military 
operation. 


Sources said Major Maung Tun said the Thais would be 
allowed to resume transporting logs from their conces- 
sions after the Burmese complete their operation. 
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More than 800 Burmese students who fled the Rangoon 
military regime last year have continued fighting against 
the Burmese government alongside the Karen National 
Union [KNU] in the Tavoy and Mergui Districts, senior 
Karen rebel Saw Moses said yesterday. 


Tavoy and Mergui, on the Andaman coast in southern 
Burma close to Thailand are under the control of the 
KNU’s 10th Battalion led by commander Col Oliver. 


Saw Moses said some of the 800 Burmese students have 
lived in a camp at Moudong, opposite the Thai village of 
Dan Singkon, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, and at 
Mae Tami camp, opposite Kanchanaburi Province. 


Mae Tami is the jungle headquarters of the 10th Bat- 
talion and one of the strongest KNU camps. It was also 
the venue of the second congress of the All Burma 
Students Democratic Front last month. 


According to Saw Moses, most of the Burmese students 
received military training from the KNU. 


Saw Moses, however, said the students did not have 
enough material support from the outside world and 
many were sufferring from malaria. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin Greets GDR Socialist Party Chief 


BK2912065989 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0428 GMT 
29 Dec 8Y 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 29 Dec (SPK)—Heng Samrin, 
chairman of the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary 
Party Central Committee, sent a congratulatory message 
to Gregor Gysi on his election to the post of chairman of 
the Presidium of the Democratic Socialist Party (for- 
merly the Socialist Unity Party of Germany). The mes- 
Sage says in essence: 


“We have the firm conviction that under your just and 
clear-sighted leadership and in light of reforms of the 
activity program put forward at the recent extraordinary 
congress, the Democratic Socialist Party will score suc- 
cesses in its struggle to rebuild and strengthen genuine 
socialism and gradually eliminate the legacies and 
change into an effective force capable of getting the 
country out of sociopolitical crises, improving the living 
standards and well-being of the people, and contributing 
to the defense of world peace. 


Politburo Members at SRV Army Day Reception 


BK2512133489 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] Comrade Ngo Dien, Vietnamese ambassador to 
the State of Cambodia, gave a reception in Phnom Penh 
on the evening of 22 December the occasion of the 
Vietnam People’s Army’s 45th founding anniversary. 
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Among the guests were Comrades Chea Soth, member of 
the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party [KPRP] 
Central Committee Political Bureau and vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers; General Tie Banh, member 
of the KPRP Central Committee Political Bureau and 
defense minister; and many other KPRP Political 
Bureau and Central Committee members. 


The president of the Cambodia-Vietnam Friendship 
Asociation, representatives of the Association of Viet- 
namese Residents in Cambodia, and numerous ambass- 
dors, charge d'affaires, and military attaches of the 
foreign embassdies in Phnom Penh were also on hand to 
present their greetings. 


Party History Delegation Returns From Laos 


BK2512122289 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1057 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK December 25—A Cambodian 
delegation led by Chey Saphon, head of the Committee 
for the Research of the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea’s History has returned here after a week- 
long visit to the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. 


While in Vientiane, the delegation held talks with a 
delegation of the Lao Committee for the Research of the 
L.P.R.P.’s [Lao People’s Revolutionary Party] History 
on the issues relating to their work. 


An agreement on bilateral cooperation in researching the 
history of the Cambodian and Lao parties for the 1990- 
91 period was signed in the Lao capital on the occasion. 


Hun Sen Visits Takeo Province 25-27 Dec 


BK2912065289 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0423 GMT 
29 Dec 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 29 Dec (SPK)—Hun Sen, chairman 
of the State of Cambodia’s Council of Ministers and 
foreign minister, on 25-27 December visited Takeo 
Province, some 80 km south of Phnom Penh. 


During his stay, Hun Sen, also a member of the Kampu- 
chean People’s Revolutionary Party Central Committee 
Political Bureau, visited people in many localities, 
including the provincial seat and the districts of Treang 
and Kaoh Andet. During these direct contacts, hundreds 
of thousands of villagers voiced their resolute opposition 
to the return to power of the genocidal Pol Pot clique, 
guilty of the death of millions of Cambodians between 
1975 and 1979, and also their suspicion of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk because he has always pleaded in 
favor of the criminals and China to the detriment of 
innocent people’s interests. 


These villagers expressed their determination to pro- 
mote the tasks of national defense and construction 
despite tough trials and complications. 
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Chairman Hun Sen informed the local population of the 
current situation inside the country and in the interna- 
tional arena, particularly the tendency toward a negoti- 
ated settlement of the Cambodian problem. “All during 
these past 11 years’, he said, ‘““we have been revived 
while the enemy seeks every means to sabotage the 
achievements and the peaceful life of our people. In the 
future, we will continue to follow the path already made, 
even without the participation of the opposing Cambo- 
dian factions.” 


Speaking to a gathering of thousands of people in the 
provincial seat, Chairman Hun Sen said: “No matter 
how small they are, losses are regrettable. However, there 
is no Other choice than to continue the struggle to 
prevent a total loss. Our loss in human lives and material 
would be inevitable if the genocidal regime managed to 
reemerge. 


Banteay Meanchey Receives 69 ‘Misled’ Persons 


BK2612073589 Phnom Penh SPK in English 0416 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK December 26—In a month 
ended by December 15, 69 misled people deserted their 
rank and reported themselves to the administration in 
Banteay Meanchey Province, 360 km northwest of 
Phnom Penh. 


The returnees, who brought along 52 assorted guns and a 
quantity of other war means, included 55 ex-Sereikans, 8 
ex-Moulinakans, and 6 ex-Pol Potists. Sereisaophoan 
District alone received 54 misguided people with 40 
firearms. 


So far this year, the province has received almost 1,000 
returnees with 600 assorted guns. 


More ‘Enemy Troops’ Knocked Out in Siem Reap 


BK2712123089 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1055 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


{Text} Phnom Penh SPK December 27—In this dry 
season, the self-defence forces of Chikreng District, Siem 
Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province, 300 km northwest of 
Phnom Penh, wiped out 61 enemy troops and wounded 
72 others. They seized 35 assorted guns and a quantity of 
other war materials. 


In the same period, 108 enemy troops including 68 
ex-Pol Potists, 27 ex-Sereikans (Son Sannians) and 13 
ex-Moulinakans (Sihanoukists) were forced to surrender. 


Since early this year, 1,040 young people voluntarily 
have joined the army and many other served in the local 
self-defence force 
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Four Enemy Positions on Route 10 ‘Liberated’ 


BK 1612032489 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] On 2 December, our Cambodian national resis- 
tance forces attacked and totally liberated four positions 
of the Vietnamese enemies and their puppets located at 
Dang Tong, Kampul Pram Hill, Kampot Svay Bak, and 
Phleov Meas on Route 10 battlefield. They killed 7 
enemy soldiers and wounded 15 others; destroyed a 
100-meter iron bridge and some weapons, ammunition, 
and war materiel; and seized 14 AK’s, 3 B-41's, 5 RPK 
machine guns, a DK-82, an 80-mm mortar, a | 2.7-mm 
gun, and a quantity of assorted ammunition and war 
materiel. 


‘Division-Level Commander’ Killed on Route 10 


BK2712004689 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] Between 22 and 25 December, our national 
resistance forces launched infantry and artillery attacks 
on the Vietnamese enemies and puppets at Chea Mon- 
trei, Hor Andong, Sdau, Boeng Amp |, and Treng mon- 
astery on Route 10 battlefield, killing 36 enemy soldiers. 
including a division-level commander, and wounding 27 
others. We destroyed 50 assorted guns, a vehicle, and 2 
ammunition depots. [passage omitted] 


Additional Report on Svay Don Kev Attack 


BK29/1 2002289 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 28 Dec 89 


[Special Note’’] 


[Text] On 26 December, at 0200, when our national 
resistance forces attacked Svay Don Kev township 
between Pursat [provincial] town and Moung District 
seat, our national resistance forces destroyed three 
bridges: Svay Don Kev bridge on Route 5; Svay Don Kev 
bridge on the railway line; and the iron bridge at O S’at. 


Appeal Made to Phnom Penh Troops on Route 56 


BK2912034789 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 28 Dec 89 


{Appeal to compatriot Cambodian soldiers in the 94th 
Brigade’’] 


[Text] Compatriot Cambodian soldiers in the 94th Bri- 
gade: Since November, Cambodian national resistance 
forces have attacked and cut Route 56, which is the 
lifeline supplying food, ammunition, and all kinds of war 
materiel to the 94th Brigade. To this day, the Vietnamese 
enemy and puppets cannot use Route 56 at will. They 
rely on Kompong Speu provincial units. However, sol- 
diers in these units have protested when ordered to 
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battlefields due to fear of being killed. They have been 
deserting their ranks. Kompong Chhnang provincial 
units also dare not go out to fight; they have requested 
permission to retreat from the frontline. As each day 
passes, the resistance forces’ attacks become more vig- 
orous. Mines abound on roads, constantly killing and 
wounding troops. A number of workers, conscripted by 
the Vietnamese enemy and puppets to relieve the situa- 
tion on Route 56, fled upon arriving in Pursat. They did 
not want to die on Route 56. Others are also trying to 
find ways to escape because they have seen the people 
before them dying every day. 


Now Route 56 is cut at many places and fragmented. 
Troops in Pursat Province have blamed those in 
Kompong Chhnang Province, which in turn have 
blamed Kompong Speu provincial troops for failing to 
control their soldiers, who have been deserting. 
Kompong Speu provincial troops in turn have shouted at 
the 94th Brigade to come out and open the road and 
meet up with them, saying that if the 94th Brigade does 
not do so, they will not risk their lives to open the road. 
Kompong Chhnang and Kompong Speu provincial 
forces are demanding to return to their positions because 
they argue that Route 56 is the responsibility of Pursat 
Province—let Pursat Province deal with it. They are 
returning to Kompong Chhnang and Kompong Speu. 


This shows that Route 56 cannot ensure the delivery of 
supplies, ammunition, and war materiel to compatriot 
Cambodian soldiers in the 94th Brigade. This bad situ- 
ation further affects compatriot Cambodian soldiers in 
the 94th Brigade. All of the brigade’s vehicles have 
broken down, and there is nothing to use. Commanders 
have fled to Pursat. This is one problem. You have also 
witnessed death caused by mines and various types of 
ammunition. In such a situation, do you think you can 
oppose the national resistance forces? 


To stay alive and live as Cambodians with dignity and 
honor, you should flee. Only in this way can you live and 
be reunited with your parents and families. The Viet- 
namese enemy is facing serious problems in every sector 
on the battlefield of aggression in Cambodia. It will 
certainly face defeat in the future. 


Compatriots, you should think about this: Will the 
Hanoi Vietnamese enemy aggressor take you to Vietnam 
when they are finally defeated by the Cambodian 
national resistance forces? Please remember and con- 
sider our ancestors’ saying: The dock remains after the 
boats have left. 


Sihanouk Greets New Romanian Leader 27 Dec 


BK2912121189 Hong Kong AFP in English 1151 GMT 
29 Dec 89 


[Text] Beijing, Dec 29 (AFP)}—Cambodian resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk has expressed hope for 
the “complete success” of Romania’s provisional gov- 
ernment in a telex to its president lon Iliescu. 
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In the message sent Wednesday [27 December], and 
received Friday from the Cambodian resistance’s 
embassy here, Prince Sihanouk congratulated Mr. Iliescu 
on his “historic assumption of duties as head of state” in 
Romania. 


He also expressed “great wishes" for the success of the 
National Salvation Front that took power after the 
overthrow last Friday of Romanian strongman Nicolae 
Ceausescu. 


Mr. Ceausescu was an acquaintance of Prince Sihanouk 
and a frequent go-between in the Cambodian peace 
process, observers said. 


Captured Soviet Tank Said Used for First Time 


BK2912063489 Hong Kong AFP in English 0622 GMT 
29 Dec 89 


[Text] Bangkok, Dec 29 (AFP}—A Cambodian guerilla 
force said Friday that it had for the first time used a 
captured Soviet-made battle tank to overrun a Phnom 
Penh government position in northern Cambodian. 


The faction loyal to Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Cambo- 
dia’s former monarch, said in a statement issued here 
that its forces on Thursday had used a T-54 tank cap- 
tured earlier from government forces to seize the district 
seat of Ampil, close to Thailand's border. 


Cambodia's Hanot-backed government has received mil- 
itary assistance from the Soviet Union. 


Prince Sihanouk’s faction is one of two non-communist 
guerilla groups allied with the powerful Khmer Rouge, a 
Marxist group backed by China, fighting troops of the 
Phnom Penh government. 


Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 1978 to topple a Khmer 
Rouge regime, blamed for the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of its citizens during its nearly four-year rule, 
and to install in Phnom Penh a client government 
dominated by Khmer Rouge defectors. The statement by 
Prince Sihanouk’s faction said the captured tank was 
also used Thursday in combat to seize Pong Toek and 
Rumduol, two government outposts located near Ampil. 


Railroad Said Cut at Kaok Trom Village 


BK2912072289 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] At 1443 on 19 December, 
combatants of the 4th KPNLF Military Region raided 
two positions of the Vietnamese-Heng Samrin forces in 
Kouk Trom and Svay villages, Sangke District, Battam- 
bang Province. In the attacks, the KPNLF fighters killed 
or wounded a number of enemy elements. 


On 23 December, two trucks of the Vietnamese-Heng 
Samrin forces exploded after running over mines planted 
by KPNLF combatants east of Daeum Po bridge in 
Sereisaophoan District, Battambang Province. The 
trucks were moving from Preah Net Preah District 
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toward Sereisaophoan District. In the explosion, 25 
Vietnamese soldiers were killed and 5 others wounded, 
and some war materiel destroyed. 


Earlier, at Kouk Trom village, a group of combatants of 
the 4th KPNLF Military Region had destroyed a 50- 
meter portion of the railroad track linking Sereisao- 
phoan District and the Battambang provincial town. 


SRV Regiments Reported in Kompong Speu, Takeo 


BK2912023689 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 28 Dec 89 


(“News commentary”: “The Vietnamese Enemy Hide 
Three Regiments of Its Troops in Kompong Speu and 
Takeo Province”’] 


[Excerpt] Recently, the Vietnamese enemy aggressors 
hid two regiments of their troops in Kompong Speu 
Province: a regiment in the area of Prey Phchoek Khpos, 
10 km south of Kompong Speu provincial seat, and 
another in the Pich Nil mountain area adjoining 
National Route 4. Another regiment was hidden in the 
jungle at Spean Kou between National Routes 2 and 3 in 
Takeo Province. 


This is evidence clearly showing that the Hanoi Viet- 
namese enemy aggressors have not withdrawn their 
troops from Cambodia as they have claimed in their 
deceitful propaganda. On the contrary, they continue to 
hide their troops in Cambodia and bring in fresh troops 
and large quantities of weapons to Cambodia to continue 
occupying Cambodia in accordance with their Indochi- 
nese federation strategy. This is why the Vietnamese 
enemy aggressors are afraid of UN supervision of the 
Vietnamese troop pullout from Cambodia and oppose 
the establishment of an equal four-party provisional 
government headed by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. 
[passage omitted] 


Laos 


Romanian People’s ‘Heroic Struggle’ Acclaimed 


BK2912015489 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Text] Recently, the Standing Committee of the Council 
of Ministers of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
sent a greetings message to the National Salvation Front 
of Romania in Bucharest. The message reads as follow: 


Our Lao Government and people have attentively fol- 
lowed and been concerned over the incidents occurring 
in Romania in the recent past, which have resulted in 
heavy loss of life and property of the Romanian people. 
We praise and support the heroic struggle of the fraternal 
Romanian people for democratic rights, freedom, and 
social justice. We are convinced that under the leader- 
ship of the Romanian National Salvation Front, the 
fraternal Romanian people will be able to overcome the 
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difficulties and lead the country to march forward along 
the path of happiness and prosperity. 


We are firmly convinced that the long-standing relations 
of fine traditions between the two peoples of Laos and 
Romania will be further promoted and expanded for the 
common interest of peace and socialism. We wish the 
fraternal Romanian people, under the leadership of the 
Romanian National Salvation Front, success in the 
cause of restructuring for prosperity of the Romanian 
nation. 


Facts in Thai-Lao Border Controversy Noted 


BK 2912063389 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 29 Dec 89 


{[PASASON feature: “It Is as Clear as Seeing a Tiger in 
the Day; date not given] 


[Text] On 22 December, I—the writer of this feature— 
called on Nalongsak, head of the Champassak Province 
Foreign Economic Relations Committee, who has been 
appointed by the provincial administration as the head 
of a Lao delegation to follow the case and coordinate 
with officials from Thailand’s Ubon Ratchathani Prov- 
ince in settling the Lao-Thai dispute over the border area 
in Laos’ Phonthong District. Through the initial inves- 
tigation and registration made by the organized com- 
mittee, it is learned that altogether 1,313 logs totaling 
904 cubic meters were felled, of which many were 
illegally taken away, and only 285 logs totaling 247 cubic 
meters are left behind. All of the trees were felled in the 
Phou Palai, Pa Sat-ngam, Phou Songsok, Phou Banthat, 
Phou Chandeng, and Hong Tokam areas in Lao terri- 


tory. 


Regarding settlement of this issue, the administrations of 
the two sides have set up coordinating committees and 
sent them to the areas where the incidents took place in 
order to settle the problem by peaceful means, in con- 
formity with the 1979 joint statement signed between the 
two prime ministers of Laos and Thailand and in con- 
formity with many other documents concerning Lao- 
Thai relations that were jointly signed following the case 
of Boten and Chat Trakan Districts. 


However, in actual practice, in early (?June) of this year, 
Nalongsak said that certain Thai officials tried to 
obstruct the joint performance of work by the two sides 
by showing inappropriate attitudes and saying inappro- 
priate words to the extent that they drove away and 
threatened Lao officials. The obstacles to the perfor- 
mance of work on this occasion were noted by the 
Champassak provincial administration in its memo- 
randum dated 3 June 1989 [date as heard], and the 
memorandum has already been forwarded to the admin- 
istration of Ubon Ratchathani Province. Together with 
the memorandum, the Champassak provincial adminis- 
tration reiterated the Lao sides consistent stand on 
peacefully settling the problem in the spirit of neighbor- 
liness and in a just manner in accordance with available 
official border documents. 
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As a justice-loving correspondent, I asked Nalongsak to 
present the evidence that is before the committees. 
Nalongsak then unrolled a map. I looked at the map and 
found that the map was prepared in 1969 by the Thai 
military survey department and a great deal of data was 
added to the map. Nalongsak pointed to the border line, 
which is marked by the Tham Souvan mountain ranges. 
He then pointed to the point where the incident took 
place. That point is located more than 2 km deep inside 
Lao territory. 


To determine and demarcaie the border line, the moun- 
tain ranges and many other details must be taken into 
consideration. The locations of villages cannot be taken 
into account, because villages can be moved into the 
territory of other countries in only one week. It is can be 
seen through the actual investigation that Thai villages 
that are located beyond the Tham Souvan mountain 
ranges, which mark the border line, are new because the 
fruii trees in those villages are only some (?10) years old. 


It is apparent that the Thai officials admitted the reasons 
and evidence as shown by the Champassak provincial 
side. Some of them said they did not bring the correct 
map with them while the others verbally admitted that 
what the Champassak provincial side claimed was cor- 
rect. In view of this, I—the writer—see that the matter is 
as clear as seeing a tiger in the daytime. 


Phoun Sipaseut Receives New Thai Ambassador 


BK2912101289 Vientiane KPL in English 0930 GMT 
29 Dec 89 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 29 (KPL)}—Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Phoun Sipaseut, received here on Dec 28 a 
courtesy call by ambassador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary of the Kingdom of Thailand to Laos, Nikhom 
Tantemsap. 


The Lao foreign minister and the Thai ambassador 
discussed the promotion of the kinly fnendship between 
the peoples of Laos and Thailand, constantly developing 
on the basis of the Lao-Thai joint communique reached 
between the governments of the two countries in late 
1988. 


Mr. Phoun Sipaseut wished the ambassador success in 
his diplomatic mission contributing to the development 
of ties between the two countries. 


Mr. Nikhom Tantemsap presented here on Dec 26 his 
credentials to Lao acting President Phoum: Vongvyichit. 


Trade Union Delegation Returns From Thailand 


BK2612101689 Vientiane KPL in English 0926 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 26 (KPL)}—A delegation of the 
Lao Trade Union led by Miss Amphon Nali, vice- 
president of the Lao Trade Union, recently returned 
home from Thailand ending its 9-day visit there at the 
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invitation of the Thai Institute for Working People, 
Democracy, and Cohesion Development. 


While there, besides meeting with the institute officials, 
the dceiegation had visited the president of the Thai-Lao 
Friendship Association, Panya Singsakda, and the 
former Thai Prime Minister Kriangsak Chamanan, and 
visited some other places of interest. 


This visit has promoted the development of good rela- 
tions between Lao-Thai working peoples as well as 
between the two countries. 


SRV Veterans Call on Oudom Khatti-gna 


BK28 12105389 Vientiane KPL in English 0964 GMT 
28 Dec 89 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 28 (KPL}—Oudom Khatti-gna, 
alternate Politburo member of the Lao People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party Central Committee [LPRP CC] and head 
of the Organization Board of the LPRP CC, received 
here yesterday evening a delegation of Vietnamese vet- 
erans On a current visit to Laos. 


Oudom Khatti-gna, on this occasion, expressed pro- 
found gratitude to the Vietnamese veterans for their 
great contribution to the Lao revolution. 


The delegation consists of 28 veterans. 


1989 Export Volume Through Da Nang Reported 


BK2612101089 Vientiane KPL in English 0928 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 26 (OANA-KPL)}—Laos has this 
year exported via Da Nang port of Vietnam varieties of 
goods amounting to over 9,000 tons, reported Kham- 
souk Khamthat, head of the Da Nang-based Lao trans- 
portation service branch. 


The goods include over 3°" 
of parquetry, 40 tons o' 
wood items, 90 tons of m 


‘ tons of coffee, 5,200 tons 
, 30 tons of sculptured 
-4f Ores, and others. 


According to him, the trans dortation of exported goods 
has experienced many diff culties due to the lack of 
vehicles and petrol. However, the branch could handle 
its service considerably well, he said. 


Peace Seminar Opened by Asia-Pacific Students 


BK2912102889 Vientiane KPL in English 0904 GMT 
29 Dec 89 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 29 (KPL)}—A seminar on peace 
was co-hosted here on December 28 by the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Youth Union and the Union of Asian- 
Pacific Students with the participation of over 60 repre- 
sentatives of students from more than 10 countries. 
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The seminar to last three days focusses on three main 
topics: society and alternatives for socio-economic 
development, peace solidarity and justice, and people’s 
culture. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Thongloun Sisoulit was also 
present at the opening ceremony. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Greets Hmong New Year 


BK2712102689 Vientiane KPL in English 0900 GMT 
27 Dec 8&9 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 27 (KPL)}—The acting president 
of the republic, Phoum: Vongvichit, sends today a mes- 
sage of greetings to Hmong ethnic people on the occasion 
of Hmong’s New Year. 


In his message, he conveys warm greetings and affection 
to Hmong people across the country and wishes them 
great joy in the celebration. The message also calls for 
enhancement of unity among Hmong ethnic group and 
between Hmong and other ethnic groups and active 
participation in the national defence and construction. 


Oudom Khatti-nga Attends Trade Union Conference 


BK 2912102489 Vientiane KPL in English 0937 GMT 
29 Dec 8Y 


[Text] Vientiane, Dec 29 (KPL)}—An open conference of 
the Executive Committee of the Lao Federation of Trade 
Unions [LFTU], the second plenum of its second con- 
gress, was opened here on December 28 morning under 
the chairmanship of its President Bounthan Souvanna- 
souk. 


The conference, attended by 66 executive members, 
{and} LFTU representatives across the country, will 
make an assessment on the operation of the Lao Feder- 
ation of Trade Unions since its second congress. 


Measures, orientations and solutions to weak points in 
its operation will be worked out according to the real 
situation in the country. 


The conference will last three days. 


Among honorary guests present at the opening ceremony 
were Oudom Khatti-nga, alternate Politburo member 
and secretary of the Central Committee of the Lao 
People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP CC) and in charge 
of mass organizations affairs, representatives of the Lao 
People’ s Revolutionary Youth Union, the Lao Women’s 
Union and the Office of the Council of Ministers. 


Philippines 


Government Recognizes New Panamanian Regime 
HK2912095489 Hong Kong AFP in English 0946 GMT 
29 Dec 8Y 


[Text] Manila, Dec 29 (AFP)—President Corazon 
Aquino approved Friday the Philippines’ granting of 
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recognition to the government of Guillermo Endara in 
Panama, Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said. He 
quoted Mrs Aquino as hailing “the establishment of the 
Endara government as the happy outcome of the valiant 
and heroic struggle that the Panamanian people initiated 
and pursued to regain their lost democracy.” 


“In recognizing the Endara government, the Philippines 
iS not passing judgement on the military intervention by 
the United States in Panama, following the state of war 
declared by the former Noriega government,’ Mr Mang- 
lapus said. He added that ““Mrs Aquino also stated that 
the Philippines looks forward to strengthening her rela- 
tions with Panama in the future.” 


The Aquino administration initially declined to com- 
ment on the U.S. invasion of Panama on December 21, 
which came two weeks after U.S. jets helped put down a 
violent coup attempt against the Philippine Government 
by flying over the positions of mutinous forces as they 
battled loyalist soldiers. Both Washington and Manila 
have said that no U:S. jets took part in actual combat 
during the failed coup attempt here. 


Editorial Views Experience of Panama, Romania 


HK2712054989 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 27 Dec 89 p 4 


{Editorial: ““Lessons for Autocrats in Panama, Roma- 
nia’’} 


[Text] Autocrats and despots should learn a chilling 
lesson from the fate of Romania’s Nicolae Ceausescu 
and his wife Elena, executed Monday after a secret trial 
which found them guilty of crimes against the people, 
including “genocide.” 


But if the Ceausescus’ death by firing squad is not 
convincing enough, then the strongmen can look to 
Panama's Gen. Manuel! Antonio Noriega, who sought 
sanctuary from within the Vatican diplomatic mission 
early on Christmas Day even as his people took to the 
streets, beating on pans and cheering at news of “Pine- 
apple Face’s” comeuppance. 


For both rulers, whose fall from the pinnacle of power in 
their respective countries dominated the headlines on 
these last days of 1989, the end came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. Both men had seemed impregnable from 
the formidable heights of their near-absolute rule, 
defying popular and international clamor for change and 
liberalization. 


Noriega openly and shamelessly trampled the demo- 
cratic process in his country, siccing thugs belonging to 
his “Dignity Battalion” on opposition candidates in the 
last presidential polls, then annuiling the election results 
when his candidates clearly lost in the count. 


Ceausescu, who with his wife and members of the family 
ruled Romania with ruthlessness and dynastic greed, 
steadfastly ignored the winds of change and reform 
sweeping through Eastern Europe, unbending in his 
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iron-fisted regime until he became the first and most 
hated casualty among the East Bloc’s ousted communist 
rulers. 


But the price the people of Panama and Romania have 
had to pay for freedom from the iron grip of autocratic 
rule has been steep. 


In Romania, “‘authoritative sources” are quoted as 
placing the number of deaths since the uprising began 
Dec. 15 at between 70,000 and 80,000, with the number 
of injured reaching as many as 300,000. One wonders 
how a nation can endure such bloodshed without bearing 
psychic scars for at least a generation. And when one 
considers the fact that a great man, of the dead were 
young people who poured out to the streets in protest 
only to be mowed down by security forces, then one can 
only speculate on the extent of the wounds the tragedy 
has left on the Romanian spirit. 


As for the Panamanians, it seems they have bought their 
freedom from Noriega only at the price of their sover- 
eignty, since they are, in effect, now ruled by an invasion 
force, that of the United States. It remains doubtful if the 
U.S., which has suffered 25 military and two civilian 
deaths since the invasion, would now stay out of Pana- 
manian affairs after securing its interests in the country. 
Have 260 Panamanians (most of whom were civilians) 
died only to lose their independence to their bigger 
neighbor in the North? 


The experience of Panama and Romania, and even of 
the Philippines, simply proves that a country’s problems 
cannot be solved by the simple expedient of ousting a 
dictatorial ruler. Basic problems—ethnic conflict in 
Romania, American interference in Panama and the 
isms of imperialism, feudalism (and, we might add, 
communism and fascism) in the Philippines—must be 
addressed and faced squarely if a country hopes to 
prevail over the de?itus of a fallen regime. 


Still and all, we join the Panamanian and Romanian 
people in their rejoicing at their liberation. At the same 
time, considering the heavy price they have had to pay, 
we extend our sympathies and prayers and hope they 
survive the next difficult months and years. 


Take it from the Filipino people. This is not the end. It 
is, instead, only the beginning of a long and difficult 


struggle. 


Transportation Secretary Reyes Resigns 


HK2912061589 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0600 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Text] Transportation Secretary Reinerio Reyes has 
resigned. Reyes handed his irrevocable resignation to 
President Corazon Aquino after meeting with the presi- 
dent for over an hour in Malacanang. In an interview 
with reporters after the meeting, Reyes said several 
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factions were out to ruin his credibility and the reputa- 
tion of his office, despite his efforts to improve the 
country’s transportation services. 


Aquino Accepts Resignation 


HK2912113689 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 1000 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino today accepted the 
irrevocable resignation of Transportation and Commu- 
nications Secretary Reinerio Reyes. This means that 
Reyes will already be out of his post at the time his 
successor 1s appointed. The new transportation secretary 
will be announced on 31 December. 


Here is Tanny Rodriguez with the details: 


[Begin recording] [Rodriguez] In her press statement 
read by Assistant Press Secretary Deedee Siytangco, the 
president said that since Reyes took over as secretary of 
the Department of Transportation and Communications 
[DOTC] in 1987, he has successfully cleaned his depart- 
ment of graft and corruption and saved the government 
3 million pesos every year with his various projects. 


[Siytangco in English] The president expressed deep 
regrets over the loss of the services of this particular 
technocrat at a time when the administration’s master 
plan for modernizing the nation’s transportation and 
communications infrastructure, prepared during Reyes’ 
tenure, has finally gotten under way. 


Reyes, a former 1BM-Philippines president and one of 
the most controversial members of the Aquino adminis- 
tration, had been under attack by administration critics 
for his alleged arrogance and failure to solve Manila’s 
transport crisis, a problem for which the DOTC is 
considered to be only partly responsible for. Criticisms 
against DOTC has recently simmered down when Reyes 
unveiled a river, rail, and road flat transportation 
scheme called metroplex. 


Metroplex has been on the drawing boards of the DOTC 
since last year, and has it finally gotten under way when 
funds for the acquisition of 1,000 brand-new passenger 
buses was recently made available by Malacanang. [end 
recording] 


Survey Shows Increased Popularity for Aquino 


HK2812122789 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 28 Dec 89 


[Text] A survey by the Social Weather Station showed 
that a majority of the Filipino people favor the ouster of 
Vice President Salvador Laurel and Senator Juan Ponce 
Enrile. It also showed a rise in the popularity rating of 
President Aquino and Brigadier General Rodolfo Bia- 
zon, National Capital Region Defense Command 
[NCRDC] chief, while it named the DZRH radio station 
as still being the most favorite station. For the details, 
here is Eloi Aquino: 
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[Begin recording] President Corazon Aquino’s popu- 
larity rating rose to 43 from a level of 31 percent after the 
7-day coup d'etat. 


In a survey carried Out by the Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
sity’s Social Weather Station after the coup, NCRDC 
Chief Brigadier General Rodolfo Biazon got the highest 
rating of 68 percent; second was General Renato de 
Villa, Armed Forces chief of staff, with 58 percent; third 
was Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos at 56 percent: fourth 
was Capital Command Chief Brigadier General Alc «- 
ander Aguirre with 5O percent; fifth was Manila Arch- 
bichop Jaime Cardinal Sin at 47 percent; followed by 
President Aquino, who got 43 percent. 


Vice President Salvador Laurel's popularity plunged to 
only a 35 percent rating. Senate minority floor leader 
Senator Juan Ponce Enrile rated 43 percent, Chief Jus- 
tice Marcelo Fernan at 29 percent: Senate President 
Jovito Salonga, 23 percent; House Speaker Ramon 
Mitra, 19 percent; and 14 percent for Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus. 


The statistics survey on the popularity rating of the 
above government officials was carried out from 11-18 
December following the bloody coup d'etat. The respon- 
dents included about 500 citizens from Metro Manila. 


Among the unpopular figures were Senator Ernesto 
Maceda, Transportation and Communication Secretary 
Reinerio Reyes, Trade and Industry Secretary Jose Con- 
cepcion, and Education Secretary Lourdes Quisumbing. 


President Aquino’s declaration of a state of national! 
emergency earned her some credit. Many of the respon- 
dents favored the resignations of Laurel and Enrile, 
while a majority wanted the president to stay in office. 


On punishment for rebel soldiers, about 30 percent said 
that all the rebel leaders should be put on trial and 
receive severe punishment. 


Of the two radio stations included in the survey, DZRH 
got a 78 percentage, while DZEC received 25 percent. It 
clearly showed that DZRH is anticoup., while DZEC is 
procoup. 


On the officials who should resign, 52 percent supported 
the resignation of Laurel; 47 percent for Enrile; 23 
percent for Maceda and Secretary Reyes; 19 percent for 
Concepcion; |7 percent for Lourdes Quisumbing, |2 
percent for Ramon Mitra: while |! percent favored the 
president's resignation. [end recording] 


Manglapus Cites Rivalry With East Bloc for Aid 


HK2912032589 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 29 Dec 89 p 8 


[Text] The government now sees Eastern Europe as a 
competitor to Western aid and is now preparing to put 
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up with the competition by intensifying its image 
building campaign abroad, Foreign Secretary Raul 
Manglapus said Wednesday. 


“You must recognize that Eastern Europe will pose 
competition to the country in terms of Western aid and 
the West's labor market,’ Manglapus told reporters 
during a Christmas party he hosted in his residence. 


To put up with the competition, the inter-agency Foreign 
Information Council [FIC] which he heads is now pre- 
paring an intensified campaign to improve its image 
abroad, Manglapus said. 


Yesterday, the FIC met to start drawing up the country’s 
propaganda plan abroad. 


Press Secretary Adolf Azcuna, one of the members of the 
council, said a committee to take care of the thrust of the 
campaign was created in yesterday meeting. 


The funding for the campaign, he said, would be taken 
from the budgets of the Office of the Press Secretary and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs [DFA]. 


DFA officials have earlier expressed fears that the Phil- 
ippine Assistance Program’s future will be endangered 
by the competition for aid posed by Eastern Europe. 


“The aid already committed will come, but what about 
the coming years?” a DFA official said. 


The West has recently demonstrated tramendous good- 
will for Eastern Europe, where strong prodemocracy 
movements have paved the way for the former “Iron 
Curtain” to emerge from communist rule. 


Manglapus Defends Cancellation of Passports 


HK2712114989 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 27 Dec 8&9 


[From the “GMA News” program] 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus today 
defended the government's decision to cancel the pass- 
ports of Danding Cojuangco’s family members. 


[Begin recording in English} [Manglapus in progress] 
..may have been connected with the coup. Shouldn't 
that be reason enough? 


[Correspondent] [Question indistinct] 


[Manglapus}] Well, when you have someone whose 
mobility you wish to impede because of his having 
violated the law, you have to [changes thought] ...some- 
times, unfortunately, you have to include the mobility of 
the family. Unfortunately, that’s the reality of the polit- 
ical life of the world. You have just seen it happen in 
Romania. [end recording] 


FBIS-EAS-89-249 
29 December 1989 


Rebellion Charges Filed Against Enrile 


Enrile Denies Charges 


HK2812124389 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 28 Dec 8&9 


[From the “GMA News” program] 


[Excerpts] National Bureau of Investigation [NBI] 
director Alfredo Lim has formally filed a rebellion 
charge against Senator Juan Ponce Enrile in relation to 
his involvement in the recent coup. Lim filed the suit 
before Rizal Provincial Assistant Prosecutor Dennis 
Villa Ignacio. The special composite team, composed of 
investigators and prosecutors, immediately examined 
the suit filed by the NBI and decided to call Enrile and 
four other civilians to court in relation to their alleged 
involvement in the coup. The four civilians were identi- 
fied as Silahis International Hotel officials Rebeco and 
Erlinda Panlilio, Makati Councillor Roberto Brillantes, 
and former Energy Minister Jeronimo Velasco. [passage 
omitted] 


Chief State Prosecutor Fernando de Leon, when asked if 
Enrile’s parliamentary immunity as a senator could 
hinder the investigation, said: 


| Begin De Leon recording in English—in progress] ...sub- 
mitted by the NBI finds true his participation as one of 
those who encouraged...at least encouraged the commis- 
sion of the crime of rebellion, then, I think, he can be 
made a respondent in the case, and although we might 
consider him as a public official, but the crime of 
rebellion is one kind that is not connected with his duty 
as a senator. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Senator Enrile emphatically denied Lim's 
charge. According to Enrile, although there really was a 
party in his residence at that time, it was a regular Friday 
gathering. He denied there were 100 rebel soldiers at his 
party, and said they might have mistaken his pilot for the 
rebel Honasan. 


[Begin Enrile recording in English] If they have any basis 
at all, then by all means, let them charge us, and we will 
finally settle this and meet the issues frontally, because 
these insinuations and publicity that they are doing 
against me and even imy son, I think, is rather uncalled 
for. And it’s better, perhaps, that they finally decide to 
bring it to a forum so we can discuss this properly. I 
know that I have not really committed any crime. [end 
recording] 


Investigation Set for 10 Jan 


HK2912051589 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in lagalog 0400 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Text] Preliminary investigations on the rebellion case 
filed by the National Bureau of Investigation [NBI] 
against Senator Juan Ponce Enrile before the Justice 
Department, will start on 10 January. Among the 
accused are renegade Army Colonel Gringo Honasan, 
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Makati counselor Bobby Brillante, former Energy Min- 
ister Jeronimo Velasco, and two others. The charges are 
connected with the attempted coup during the first week 
of December, The witnesses who appeared before the 
NBI claim that the accused held a meeting at the Silahis 
Hotel on | December, the first day of the coup. Some 
military men also attended the meeting, wearing combat 
uniforms with white insignas on the left shoulder, In a 
radio interview, Justice Secretary Sedfrey Ordonez said 
that the preliminary investigations aim to collect enough 
evidence for the trial of the accused: 


[Begin recording] Preliminary investigations have to be 
carried out. We cannot assume that the accused are 
guilty. They have to undergo the process of preliminary 
investigation, which will determine if a trial 1s necessary 
It is our task to review the case through a preliminary 
investigation so that the accused will not be uselessly 
detained. [end recording) 


Meanwhile, Senator Aquilino Pimentel Jr said that par- 
liamentary immunity does not cover the rebellion charge 
against Enrile. He said this privilege of Congress mem- 
bers has its limits: 


[Begin recording] If the penalty is beyond 6 years, | do 
not think immunity will work. It means investigations 
can be carried out and charges can immediately be filed 
depending on the evidence. [end recording} 


Aquino Issues Statement 


HK2912101089 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 29 Dec 8&9 


[Report by Vic Pambuan from Malacanang} 


[Text] Senator Juan Ponce Enrile can avail of all his 
constitutional rights at the time of his defense in relation 
to the rebellion charge filed against him by the National 
Bureau of Investigation [NBI]. President Corazon 
Aquino issued this statement today after the NBI impli- 
cated the senator in the failed | December coup. Since 
rebellion is a bailable offense, the president said there 1s 
a proposed bill presently under study which aims to 
increase the penalty for rebellion offenses, up to life 
imprisonment or death: 


[Begin unidentified person recording in English} There 
are proposals now under study to increase the penalty for 
rebellion, particularly when civilians are taken as hos- 
tages or suffer as casualties, to either life imprisonment 
or death. Any increase of penalty that will be legislated 
will have only prospective aspects, that is, it will apply 
only to future offenses or acts committed when such new 
law is already in effect. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the president explained that should this new 
bill be approved, it will not be applied to Enrile’s case 
should he be found guilty, because the only offenses this 
bill will cover are those committed after it has been 
approved and implemented by the president 
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Enrile Demands Probe of U.S. Intervention 


HK2712040589 Manila BUSINESS WORLD 
in English 27 Dec 89 p 12 


{Text} Senate Minority Floorleader Juan Ponce Enrile 
recently asked the Senate to investigate the extent of the 
\'nited States’ “armed military intervention” in the 
latest putsch. 


In Senate Resolution No. 700, Sen. Enrile said the 
inquiry should determine the veracity of defense and 
military officials’ claims that the U.S. “offered voluntar- 
ily’ its assistance at the height of the rebellion as well as 
to identify the American equipment, facilities and per- 
sonnel used, and the implication of the act on Philip- 
pine-U_S. security arrangements, especially on the forth- 
coming bilateral talks on the military bases and other 
agreements including the mutual defense treaty. 


He also wanted to determine the number of casualties 
from the government, rebel and civilian sides at the time 
that the U.S. sent help. 


Sen. Enrile said the alleged supply of highly- 
sophisticated firearms by the Americans to loyal govern- 
ment troops such as anti-tank missiles should also be 
clarified. 


As this developed, Sen. Leticia Ramos-Shahani criti- 
cized American “intervention” in Panamanian affairs. 


She added that the U.S. action in Panama differs from 
American support, made upon the request of the Philip- 
pine Government, in the recent military rebellion. 


‘What took place in our coup here was not intervention 
because it was at the request of a duly-constituted 
government and it was a measure of last recourse. In 
Panama, that was intervention,” the Pangasinan solon 
said. 


Three Arrested in Attack on U.S. Patrol 


HK2712134189 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 5 


[By Elmer Cato] 


[Text] Angeles City—Military authorities here have 
arrested three people, including the son of a Constabu- 
lary major, in connection with Wednesday's attack on a 
U.S. security patrol in front of Clark Air Base. 


Lt Col Julius Garcia, Angeles Metropolitan District 
commander, identified the three as Cosain Alonto Jr, 23, 
son of PC [Philippine Constabulary] Maj Cosain Alonto, 
chet of the Special Operations Group (SOG) based near 
Clark, his driver Ivan Imbada, 23, and a certain PC 
Sergeant Jimenez. 


He said no one was either killed or injured in the attack. 


In his report to Camp Olivas, Garcia said Alonto Jr and 
his two companions fired automatic weapons at mem- 
bers of a U.S. security patrol led by Sgt Rodney Sheasley 
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shortly after they confiscated his pistol during argument 
inside a local nightclub at about 10:40 p.m. Wednesday. 


Garcia said Alonto Jr then returned to the SOG head- 
quarters, took an automatic rifle and accompanied by 
Imbada and Jimenez ran after Sheasiey’s group which 
they caught in front of the Quad Agency Patrol building 
near the base main gate. 


They fired at the patrol team, forcing U.S. security men 
to fire back, Garcia said. 


The shooting happened a week after gunmen ambushed 
a Pampanga police superintendent less than 100 meters 
from the base main gate. P/Lt Col Rolando Cinco and 
his driver survived the attack but his two police body- 
guards were killed. 


Trial of Coup Leaders Slated for Early Jan 


HK2512124289 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[From the “GMA News” program] 


[Text] Charges against the leaders of the recent coup 
attempt may be filed in the first week of January. This 
was learned after Armed Forces Chief of Staff General 
Renato de Villa met with President Aquino in Mala- 
canang this morning. 


In a statement read by Assistant Press Secretary Didi 
Siytangco, the president said General De Villa assured 
her that the military will be ready with evidence against 
the rebel leaders: 


[Begin recording in English—in progress] ... General 
Renato de Villa on Christmas Eve and he gave me a 
progress report on the cases being filed by the military 
against the top rebel leaders. He assured me that by the 
first week of January, the military will be able to file the 
corresponding charges in the military court. [end 
recording] 


Former Chief of Staff Reportedly Seen in Manila 


HK2712105889 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] Former Chief of Staff Genera! Fabian Ver has 
reportedly arrived in the country and 1s currently in 
Metro Manila. According to DZRH sources, he was 
sighted in Metro Manila with some Marcos supporters. 
Earlier, intelligence agents at Camp Olivas, Pampanga 
claimed that General Ver was in Central Luzon on 22 
December. He has also spoken to 14 Marcos cronies and 
discussed plans for a new coup attempt. The said 
meeting took place on 25 December. 


Based on the plan, General Ver will head another 
uprising against the government. If they win, Ver will be 
appointed chief of staff of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines, and a Marcos crony could be the head of 
state. Soldiers are being recruited to participate in the 
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coup and will be given money. Several million dollars 
has reportedly been smuggled into the country. 


Retired General Denies Role in Coup Attempt 


HK2712050989 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] Retired General Felix Brawner denied allegation 
of his involvement in the December coup attempt. 
Brawner and retired General Jaime Echeverria were 
both identified by Justice Secretary Sedfrey Ordonez as 
civilians actively involved in the failed coup. However, 
Brawner claimed to have no knowledge of the mutiny, 
adding that he was at home with his family when the 
coup took place. 


Brawner is currently a consultant at the Senate Com- 
mittee on National Defense headed by Senator Ernesto 
Maceda. Echeverria cannot be reached for comment on 
the accusation. 


Meanwhile, the Armed Forces Special Investigating 
Committee recommended that a special pretrial investi- 
gation be conducted on the 15 alleged leaders of the coup 
attempt. The committee is expected to submit a list of 
the names of the !5 suspected coup leaders to Armed 
Forces Chief General Renato de Villa on Friday. 


Rebel Commander Comendador Denies Charges 


HK2712114189 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[By Eloi Aquino] 


[Text] Renegade officer Brigadier General Jose Comen- 
dador today denied rebellion charges filed against him 
by saying that his participation in the failed coup was 
active defense intended to preserve peace and to prevent 
the violent overthrow of the Aquino administration. In 
an affidavit which he submitted to Quezon City tral 
court judge Maximiano Asuncion, General Comendador 
said he is a professional soldier who upholds a peaceful, 
constitutional, and democratic means of reform. He 
emphasized that his record was clean during his entire 
military career, a service he has rendered for 30 years. 
He further said that he has a track record as a peace- 
maker. 


Since he was in charge of the firepower during the coup, 
he could have finished the job for the reformist nation- 
alist soldiers of the people during the first days of the 
uprising. However, he was not involved in any con- 
spiracy that would make him guilty of rebellion and 
mutiny. In the same affidavit, General Comendador also 
said that he is a fighter pilot in control of F-5 jets loaded 
with 1,000-lb bombs. If he had wanted, he could have 
occupied the entire Armed Forces of the Philippines and 
bombed Malacanang on the first day of the coup. How- 
ever, he did not do so because he was not involved in any 
conspiracy to overthrow the government through vio- 
lence. Not a shot was heard on Mactan Air Force Base 
because of the tactical moves and pronouncements made 
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to maintain moral leadership and ascendancy 
According to him, the delay in returning to the barracks 
was due to the commander in chief's surrender-or-die 
policy, the government's political negotiators who were 
not consistent during the negotiations, threats or orders 
to assault, reconnaissance flights, and blockades that 
posed a danger to the lives of citizens and his innocent 
men. 


RAM Forges Alliance With ‘Lost Command’ 


HK2712134789 Manila THE MANILA TIMES 
in English 24 Dec 89 pp 1, § 


[By Gerry Daomilas and Lou Palpal-Latoc} 


[Text] A ranking military officer and a tribal leader have 
confirmed reports of a recent “tactical alliance’ mecting 
in Agusan del Sur of at least two rebel Army officers with 
the leader of the “Lost Command,” a notorious private 
army. 


An officer of the 401st Army Infantry Brigade based in 
Agusan del Sur said cashiered Lt Col Gregorio “Ciringo” 
Honasan and Col Alexander Noble met with the “Lost 
Command” chief former PC [Philippine Constabulary} 
Col Carlos Lademora, in the latter's house in Esperanza 
town, that province. 


During the meeting, two coup leaders reportedly forged a 
“tactical alliance” with Lademora’s group of 610 or so 
armed men, many of them former soldiers, as part of a 
preparation for another attempt to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 


Another source, a tribal leader in the area, said he and 
members of his tribe saw Honasan, Noble and four other 
men who appeared to be military officers arrive last 
Sunday on board a green helicopter which landed near 
Lademora’s house. 


The six “guests” then reportedly entered Lademora’s 
house. 


The tribal leader also said that rebe! soldiers were not 
recruiting tribesmen in Agusan del Sur to join the coup 
force. 


Both sources, the Army officer and the tribal leader, 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 


Meanwhile, another source, who claimed to be a member 
of the Reform the Armed Forces Movement |RAM)}. said 
his group would have mounted another putsch last night 
had its proponents not been prevailed by a faction in the 
RAM to postpone it. 


According to the source, who wanted to be identified 
only as a lieutenant, the putsch proponents were bent on 
striking again last night. “They want to finish it once and 
for all. Naumpisahan na daw namin kaya tatapusin na 
namin,”’ [Since we have already started, then we might as 
well end it] the source said. 
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[he RAM leadership eventually decided to postpone the 
launching of another coup try after being convinced by a 
faction in the movement that the government should be 
given more time to act on the rebels’ demands for 
reforms, the source said, 


“We want to give the Aquino government a longer 
chance to meet some of our demands,” the source, who 
claimed that he was among those in favor of the post- 
ponement of the putsch, said. 


According to him, the pro-postponement RAM faction 
has observed that the government has been considering 
such demands, as shown by the reported impending 
Cabinet revamp and the planned increase in the salaries 
of soldiers 


The tribal leader told Cagayan de Oro-based newsmen 
that among those being recruited by rebel soldiers are 
natives identified with the defunct Presidential Admin- 
istration on Cultural Minorities and members of the 
Mindanao High-landers Association and the Cultural 
Council of Datus in Western Mindanao. 


Noble, former chief of staff of the Presidential Security 
Group and commander of the Defunct Task Force 
Naybusayan, is reportedly now the leader of some 2,000 
heavily armed tribesmen, whom he had trained as mem- 
bers of the local Citizens Armed Forces Geographical 
Unit, and about 1,000 troops from the 23rd Army 
Infantry Battalion. 


Reports said Task Force Naybusayan was formed about 
two years ago to train tribesmen in Agusan del Sur for 
them to qualify as members of paramilitary units tasked 
to detend their communities from attacks by communist 
rebels. 


Early last week, unconfirmed reports said a battalion- 
size group of combat-ready rebel soldiers was bound for 
Davao City. The group reportedly turned back and 
proceeded, instead, to Cagayan de Oro on learning that 
government forces in Davao City had prepared for their 
arrival. 


Coup Probe Body To Uphold Bank Secrecy Law 


HK2812125789 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 1100 GMT 28 Dec &9Y 


[Text] President Aquino today assured representatives of 
the Bankers Association of the Philippines that the 
banks’ secrecy laws will be upheld when the Davide 
Commission starts investigating the accounts of business 
depositors believed to have allegedly funded the 
December failed coup attempt. The statement was made 
by Press Secretary Adolf Azcuna in an interview with 
newsmen in Malacanang: 


{Begin Azcuna recording} The president says she assured 
the representatives of the Bankers Association of the 
Philippines that the bank secrecy law will be upheld by 
the fact-finding commission headed by Chairman 
Davide which is investigating the supporters of the 
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December | coup. She said: | want to assure you that in 
the proposed bill to grant powers to the Davide Com- 
mission, the bank's secrecy law will still be followed. The 
commission will not, without prior permission from the 
monetary board, check personal deposits. [end 
recording] 


Rebel Soldiers Said Planning Commando Attacks 


1K2812115789 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 28 Dec 8Y 


[Text] The rebel soldiers are reportedly planning to 
launch commando attacks on military camps and police 
headquarters this coming year. This is according to the 
Capital Regional Command intelligence operatives, who 
say that since the rebel soldiers no longer have the 
capability to launch another coup similar to the | 
December attempt, they will now resort to hit-and-run 
assaults. The military and the police are again placed on 
red alert due to the rebels’ plan. 


Meanwhile, Army Chief Major General Manuel 
Cacanande says they are now carrying out a background 
chock on soldiers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
oo \iamilies and political backgrounds. The check, 
he ciaims, is aimed at preventing the soldiers from 
possible involvement in future coup attempts. The Army 
chief adds that Army officials and personnel who are 
members of the Reform the Armed Forces Movement 
have been reassigned to other duties. 


Detained Rebel Soldiers Complain of Lack of Food 


11K2812115189 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 28 Dec 89 


[Text] The 500 rebel soldiers who are presently being 
detained at Fort Bonifacio and on two ships in Manila 
Bay are reportedly being starved by military officials. 
The rebel soldiers, who are members of the Army Scout 
Rangers and Philippine Marines, complain they are not 
receiving sufficient food. The rebels, who are being 
detained on board the BRP [Ship of the Philippine 
Republic] Laguna and BRP Lanao del Norte, have not 
been eating properly because of lack of food, and some- 
times have to buy their own food. They also claim that 
their allowances have been cut. 


Meanwhile, Brigadier General Rodolfo Biazon, National 
Capital Region Defense Command chief, denied the 
soldiers’ accusations. He said they may be complaining 
about snacks not being served. 


The soldiers have also complained of too many restric- 
tions on visits by their families, who, they said, were not 
allowed to visit during the Christmas season and on New 
Year's Day. 
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More Officers To Be Assigned to Combat Zones 


HK2612054589 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 7 


[By staff member Manny Mogato] 


[Text] More officers would be assigned to combat zones 
next year as the Armed Forces steps up its anti- 
insurgency campaign to meet its deadline to strategically 
defeat the rebels before 1992, Army chief Maj. Gen. 
Manuel Cacanando announced yesterday. 


Cacanando’s announcement came in the wake of the 
reported continued violation by New People’s Army 
(NPA) rebels of the Christmas holiday ceasefire agree- 
ment, the latest of which was the raid of a military 
Outpost in a remote twon in Cebu yesterday morning. 


Meanwhile, the military yesterday claimed to have dis- 
mantled at least 11 guerrilla fronts nationwide the past 
10 months, further depleting areas held by the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines which marks its 20th 
founding anniversary today. 


The Army chief said some 4,000 new recruits would be 
deployed in rebel-held areas, particularly in the 20 
communist rebel fronts targetted for dismantling next 
year. 


From the Army headquarters, he said, at least 40 officers 
and 288 enlisted men have been reassigned to the 
frontlines. 


Cacanando has issued new guidelines to effect the reas- 
signment of officers. 


Under the guidelines, lieutenants are prohibited from 
being assigned to the headquarters. Junior officers would 
be deployed to line companies and platoons to give them 
combat exposure and test their leadership. 


Senior officers, particulariy generals, authorized to have 
aides-de-camp were also limited to senior commanders 
and those holding key positions. 


Those authorized to have aides-de-camp were limited to 
the commanding general of the Army, the vice Army 
commander, the head of the Army Training Command, 
the head of the Army Service Support brigade. the eight 
Army infantry division commanders, and other higher 
units. 


No junior officer with a rank of lieutenant would be 
taken in as an aide-de-camp, the guidelines said. 


As an incentive, the Army headquarters has allocated 
about 75% of the total promotions quota in the com- 
mand to those officers and enlisted men assigned in the 
field. 


A bigger part of the Army’s logistics and supplies (includ- 
ing combat clothing and individual equipment and other 
quarter-masters materials) allocation would also go to 
the field, each soldier given a regular supply of three 
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pairs of uniform and combat boots. The issuance to 
garrison units has been largely cut in favor of the fighting 
troops. 


The operational fund support for the 16 tactical brigades 
and 44 maneuver battalions engaged in the military's 
‘“‘Lambat Bitag [dragnet]"’ operations was also increased 
by 15%. 


The Army has already allocated a separate fund for the 
development of Army camps, particularly in Camarines 
Norte where the Second Infantry Division has planned 
to move in the next year. 


On tactical communications, some 2,000 handheld 
radios and about 1,000 PRC-126 units of tactical radio 
sets would be distributed to the troops from the battalion 
down to the squad level. 


Meanwhile, sketchy reports reaching Camp Crame said 
an undertermined number of NPA guerrillas attacked an 
army detachment in Tuburan town, Cebu, at about 6:30 
yesterday morning. 


No casualty on the government side was reported, but 
the Visayas Command operations center said the 
attackers may have sustained casualties when a Sikorsky 
helicopter gunship, which provided air support to the 
ground forces, strafed the fleeing rebels. 


The violation was the second by the rebels during the 
48-hour truce. The cessation of hostilities was suppos- 
edly to hold | a.m. of Dec. 24 until | a.m. of Dec. 26. 


The National Democratic Front (NDF) offered to the 
Aquino Government a two-phased unilateral ceasefire, 
one during the Christmas holidays and another 48 hours 
for the New Year's Eve, starting | a.m. Dec. 31 until | 
a.m. Jan. 2, 1990. 


On Saturday, communist rebels in Negros Occidental 
swooped down at the PC [Philippine Constabulary] and 
Citizens Armed Force Geographical Units (PC-CAFGU) 
detachment in Barangay Hiyang, Cadiz City, killing 
CAFGU member Eduardo Riblora. The attack occurred 
five hours after the Christmas holiday truce took effect. 


The military condemned the series of violations by the 
communists. Col. Juanito Rimando, AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] spokesman, said “The rebels 
initiated the ceasefire and yet they are the ones who 
breached it.” 


During the truce, the 250,000-strong soldiers are con- 
fined to their respective barracks and camps. Since Nov. 
30, the entire AFP command has been on full alert 
because of the latest coup attempt, the sixth and the 
bloodiest staged against the Aquino Government. 


Assessing the insurgency problem, a senior military 
official told the CHRONICLE that communist influence 
over remote villages in the countryside has waned as 
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government forces regained about 10% of the more than 
7,000 barangay influenced by the rebels during the last 
10 months. 


Brig. Gen. Liasandro Abadia, Armed Forces Operations 
Division chief, said the military has dismantled at least 
11 highly-politicized rebel fronts nationwide. The mili- 
tary considered a rebel front dismantled if rebel influ- 
ence and activities over a certain area decline. 


At the height of the communist insurgency in 1985, the 
rebels had 71 guerrilla fronts nationwide, about one- 
third was in Mindanao. The number of guerrilla fronts 
was cut down to 61 at the end of 1988. 


Next year, the military hopes to cut the number down by 
25 more rebel fronts, including five fronts which were 
supposed to be dismantled this year. 


Among the fronts that were considered dismantled were 
the ““Luzon-Mayon” front in the Mount Banahaw area, 
the ‘““Monterosa” front in Western Mindanao, the 
“Timog Forest” front in Isabela, and the guerrilla front 
in the Chicks area in Negros Occidental. The Chicks area 
stands for the towns of Candoni, Hinobaan, Ilog, 
Cauayan, Kabankalan and Sipalay. 


The lesser fronts that were dismantled were the “Big 
Beautiful Country” front in Western Mindanao, por- 
tions of the “Filipro”’ front in Bataan and Zambales, and 
portions of the rebel fronts in Davao del Sur and Davao 
City. 


The communist rebels’ manpower has also declined 
from 21,060 at the end of 1988 to only 19,600 regulars, 
based on military estimates last October. 


Defense Department Releases Year-End Report 


HK2912065789 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 29 Dec 89 p 6 


[By Fe B. Zamora] 


[Text] The Armed Forces caused serious setbacks to 
communist insurgents, contained Muslim secessionists, 
crushed military mutineers, and captured 3,829 crimi- 
nals this year, according to a defense department 
yearend report. 


The report said the defense department and the Armed 
Forces also alleviated the transport crisis, strengthened 
civilian-military relations, and initiated at least six bills 
for legislation. 


The report, in general, showed 1989 was a good year for 
the department and its bureaus, the largest of which 1s 
the Armed Forces. 


Next year, the report said the department will undertake 
intensive internal reforms in the military through 
streamlining of the organization, value formation, adop- 
tion of strict disciplinary measures, include anti-coup 
preemptive and suppression measures. [sentence as pub- 
lished] 
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Detense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos was not available to 
comment on the anti-coup measures cited in the report, 
copies of which were distributed to newsmen in Camp 
Aguinaldo. 


The report said the recent nine-day military putsch 
“exacted a high price from the Republic,” leaving at least 
113 people killed and more than 500 wounded. 


A total of 989 military and police scalawags were dis- 
missed while 165 other personnel were booted out of 
service. 


The report cited a decline in the strength of the commu- 
nist New People’s Army to 19,780 guerillas from 23,060 
in 1988. 


It said the Armed Forces reduced the number of rebel- 
influenced barangays from 7,852 in 1988 to 6,966 in 
1989. It said the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] 
also seized 956 firearms from the communist rebels. 


The AFP also gained the upperhand in actual combat, 
losing ten soldiers for every 26 rebels killed, the report 
said. 


The year’s highlight, however, was the capture of 51 
ranking communist leaders, including Satur Ocampo, 
Carolina Malay and Wilma Austra-Tiamzon, all mem- 
bers of the CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines] 
Central Committee. The report did not mention Tiam- 
zon’s escape from the Camp Crame stockade on Dec 25. 


In the fight against Muslim secessionists, the defense 
department claimed it has “effectively contained” the 
movement, citing the decline in armed activities 
between government troops and Moro rebels from 370 in 
1988 to 280 this year. 


During the vear, the departmert also cited efforts to win 
the hearts and minds of the public. 


In Metro Manila, military trucks deployed during rush 
hours transported 519,215 commuters, Air Force planes 
airlifted 14,506 civilians, and Navy ships ferried | 2,380 
civilians to different points of the country. 


Military engineers also completed the construction of 30 
school buildings, 16 kilometers of concrete road, 191 
kilometers of gravei roac and 503 meters of brigades. 


The intensified drive against criminality resulted in the 
capture of 3,829 criminals, seizure of 2,343 loose fire- 
arms, neutralization of 313 crime groups, and recovery 
of 555 stolen vehicles. 
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Communist Party Leader Escapes From Custody 


Aquino Makes Statement 


HK2712112189 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Press statement by President Corazon C. Aquino as 
read by Press Undersecretary Deedee Siytangco at Mal- 
acanang Palace—recorded in English] 


[Text] Secretary Concepcion is recommending the exten- 
sion of the price ceiling regulations to January 31, 1990, 
and I have approved the extensions. So far, these price 
ceilings have been very effective. The DTI [Department 
of Trade and Industry] reported apprehending 469 estab- 
lishments for violation and the actions being taken 
ranged from imposition of fines to temporary closures. 
By and large, however, the price ceilings have been 
observed by the retailers. 


It is, indeed, unfortunate that Communist Party leader 
Wilma Austria Tiamzon escaped from custody last 
Christmas. The responsible parties will have to answer 
for the shameful setback. PC [Philippine Constabulary] 
chief Major General Ramon Montano has submitted to 
me an initial report on this matter, a copy of which is 
attached. I have commanded that stern and effective 
measures be taken to prevent this from happening again. 


The increase in National Power Corporation’s [NPC] 
power rates by 2.5 centavos per kilowatt hour each 
month during the first 4 months of 1990 is a conse- 
quence of the increase in the price of petroleum prod- 
ucts. The increase was last approved nonconcommi- 
tantly with that for the price of petroleum products. A 
positive aspect of this is that the increased revenues for 
the NPC will help NPC improve its capability. 


De Villa Orders Probe 


HK2712113589 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[By Jonathan Cristobal from Camp Crame] 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Renato de 
Villa ordered an intensive investigation into the escape 
of Wilma Austria Tiamzon, a top leader of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army [CPP- 
NPA], from the Philippine Constabulary [PC] stockade 
at Camp Crame. 


In his directive to General Ramon Montano, PC-INP 
[Integrated National Police] director general, De Villa 
also demanded a prompt investigation and implementa- 
tion of precautionary measures to prevent similar inci- 
dents. He also said that while the incident may affect the 
entire counterinsurgency campaign, it will not put a dent 
in the overall achievements of the AFP [Armed Forces of 
the Philippines] this year. According to him, the com- 
munist rebels’ strength has declined from 23,000 agmed 
regulars to the present level of 19,000. 
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In a related development, military investigators are 
studying the possibility that some guards may have been 
bribed by the rebels into allowing Tiamzon to escape. 
This was related by General Montano at a press confer- 
ence in Camp Crame. As a result, the PC-INP chief has 
placed several individuals under technical arrest and 
detention, including First Lieutenant Vicente Diego, 
Technical Sergeant Francisco Laborte, and Constable 
First Class Jovito Clemente, PC stockade guards who 
were deemed responsible for the escape of Tiamzon. 


Montano criticized jail guards for carelessness. He also 
accused Diego, officer on duty when the escape took 
place, of violating camp regulations in allowing visitors 
to enter the detention cell. 


Based on initial investigation, Tiamzon escaped by 
having one of her comrades wear a wig to impersonate 
her while she disguised herself as a visitor and left the 
stockade without arousing attention. 


Montano Speculates on Escape 


HK2912032389 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 29 Dec 89 pp 1, 10 


[By Fe B. Zamora] 


[Text] Comrades of escaped ranking communist leader 
Wilma Austria Tiamzon whisked her away from Metro 
Manila hours after she bolted a military stockade, Maj 
Gen Ramon Montano, PC [Philippine Constabulary] 
chief said yesterday. 


Montano also said the military plans to ““decongest”’ the 
Crame detention center, which now houses both com- 
munist and military rebels. 


“Our latest information (on Tiamzon) is that they have 
taken her away from Metro Manila,” Montano said. 
Tiamzon escaped prison on Christmas Day by mingling 
with visitors who were leaving the detention center. 


Tiamzon’s escaped angered President Aquino who 
ordered the military to look into the incident and punish 
those responsible for it. 


Montano had placed under technical arrest an officer 
and three enlisted personel who allegedly helped 
Tiamzon escape for a fee. There were earlier reports that 
bribery was involved in the escape. 


Mrs Tiamzon is the wife of Benito Tiamzon, whom the 
military said is the chairman of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines [CPP]. She was captured on Oct 4 in San 
Juan. 


The military had awarded P! million to the informant 
who turned in Tiamzon. Montano said higher authori- 
ties have still to decide on whether to grant another P! 
million for Tiamzon’s recapture. 


Meanwhile, Montano said he plans to “‘re-arrange’’ the 
prisoners at the Crame stockade, where at least three 
high ranking CPP detainees have escaped this year. 
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In the past, the PC stockade housed only communist 
rebels. But these detainees were later on joined by 
military coup plotters, captured Marcos loyalist and 
military scalawags. 


A barely finished annex to the stockade intended for the 
communist rebels now housed soldiers who participated 
in the latest coup attempt. 


Montano said the rebel officers will be transferred to 
other military camps, but did not indicate which camp. 


Second Communist Leader Flees From Authorities 


HK2912114289 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 1100 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Text] A manhunt was staged today for the recapture of 
another ranking official who escaped from the detention 
cell in Bataan last Christmas Day. Sel Baisa with the 
report: 


[Begin recording] Ricardo Silvestre, a third ranking 
CPP-NPA [Communist Party of the Philippines-New 
People’s Army] official in the communist heirarchy, has 
reportedly made good his escape in a woman’s clothing 
and a wig. Silvestre, with a 100,000-peso reward on his 
head, was arrested sometime in September along with 
two other CPP-NPA leaders in Barangay Bago, Samal, 
Bataan, following a clash with the military. 


As you very well know, Wilma Tiamzon, another 
ranking CPP-NPA official with a one million peso 
reward on her head and wife of another communist 
leader, bolted after mingling with guests at the Camp 
Crame stockade also on Christmas Day. The latest 
escape brought to four the number of captured CPP- 
NPA leaders who bolted from military camps in Metro 
Manila and Bataan. 


Earlier, President Aquino expressed disappointment 
over the development, saying it’s a big blow and a 
setback on the goverment’s insurgency campaign. [end 
recording] 


Three Top NPA Leaders Surrender in Bataan 


HK2612052989 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 8 


[By Efren Molina} 


(Text] Balanga, Batean—Three top leaders of the New 
People’s Army (NPA) surrendered over the weekend to 
Mayor Lucila P. Payume of Dinalupihan, this province 
and vowed “‘to lead a peaceful and productive life.” 


The surrender of the three NPA leaders brought to nine 
the number of NPA rebels in Dinalupihan who have 
given up to Mayer Payume since January this year. The 
mayor turned over the surrenderers to Capt. Fortunato 
M. Bundaiian, commanding officer of 160th PC com- 


pany. 
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In a report to Lt. Col. Ramsey L. Ocampo, Bataan 
PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary—Integrated National 
Police] commander, Bundalian identified the surren- 
derers as Armando L. Montemayer, alias ‘Ka [Comrade] 
Melvis,”’ Reynaldo D. Paulo, alias “Ka Pol,’ and Nesto 
David, alias ““Ka Keny,” of barangers Dto. Ningo, Sagu- 
ing, and Colo, respectively. 


Rulfino S. Garcia, barangay captain of Saguing, accom- 
panied Montemayor and Paule when they surrendered to 
the mayor, widow of Dinalupihan Mayor Jose C. 
Payumo Jr. David was convineed to give up by Leonardo 
Cruz, former barangay councilman of Colo, home of the 
160th PC company. 


Bundalisa, a nominee of the Dinalupihea “Malasimbo”’ 
Jaycees for the “Tea Outstanding Young Men” (TOYM) 
of the Philippines, turned over the surrenderees to 
Garcia, Cruz and Rubon G. Gigante, barangay coun- 
cilman of Sto. Nino, after going through the usual 
decementatics process. 


In an interview with newsmen in a Christmas party 
sponsored by Bundaliea, the rebel returnees said they 
pledged to support the government's anti-rebel campaign 
by convincing their comrades still active in the “‘strug- 
gle” to surrender. 


Suspected NPA District Commander Arrested 


HK2612050789 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 8 


[Text] Cagayan De Oro City—A suspected district com- 
mander of the Main Regional Guerrilla Unit (MRGU) of 
the New People’s Army (NPA) Northeastern Mindanao 
Commission (NEMC) was nabbed by Constabulary 
agents in Barangay Liberated, a few meters away from 
the provincial PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary— 
Integrated National Police] headquarters in Butuan City, 
a PC report yesterday said. 


Brig. Gen. Triunfo Agustin, Northern Mindanao PC- 
INP chief, said the suspected district guerrilla MRGU 
commander was identified as Democrito Udarbe, alias 
“Ka [Comrade] Cenon.” 


Agusan del Norte PC-INP provincial command said that 
Udarbe confessed that he is a member of Front-4 B 
assigned to the provinces of Agusan del Norte and 
Misamis Oriental. 


Constabulary agents in Agusan del Norte said that 
Udarbe was reported by barangay residents frequenting 
the barangay public market days before his capture and 
was suspected to have been “casing” the Camp Rafael 
Rodriguez constabulary headquarters in Liberated, 
Agustin said. 


Agustin said the suspect give a vital information 
regarding his organization in Region 10 particularly in 
Agusan and Misamis. [sentence as published] 
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Liberated has been tagged by military and Constabulary 
agents as heavily infiltrated by a rebel intelligence group. 


Defense Department Says Cease-Fire To Hold 


HK2712050189 Quezon City Radyo ne Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] The Defense Department stated that the cease-fire 
declaration against the communist rebels will have to be 
maintained despite a violation by the other side. How- 
ever, the department also said that under the circum- 
stances, government forces may fight back when under 
attack by rebels. Such defensive action cannot be 
regarded as a violation of the cease-fire declaration, it 
added. 


So far, two incidents of cease-fire violations by the 
communist rebels have been reported. The first one took 
place in Barangay lyang, Cadiz City, Negros Occidental, 
where one Citizens Armed Forces Geographical Unit 
member was killed when New People’s Army rebels 
raided an Army unit. The second incident occurred in 
Barangay Garaan, Tuburan, Cebu when rebels attacked 
an Army post there. No casualty was reported in this 
encounter. 


Communists Hold Annual Regional Meeting 26 Dec 


HK2612050189 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 9 


[By Owen Masaganda] 


[Text] Lucena City—The Communist Party of the Phil- 
ippines (CPP) and its military arm, the New People’s 
Army (NPA) will hold its annual regional plenum at an 
undisclosed place in the Bondoc Peninsula today. 


Reports said that the rebels have timed their meeting 
with the 24-hour ceasefire so that their plenum can go on 
unmolested by the military. 


Military authorities were monitoring the activities of the 
CPP-NPA and it was reported that the insurgents will 
elect their regional, provincial, and municipal leaders 
down to the barangay level. 


The national planum will be held somewhere in Metro 
Manila, it was reported. 


Brig. Gen. Evaristo Carino, Recom 4 PC-INP [Philip- 
pine Constabulary-Integrated National Police} chief and 
acting commander of the Southern Luzon Command 
(Solcom), said yesterday there have been no reported 
violations of the declared ceasefire which became effec- 
tive at | a.m. on Christmas Day and ends at | a.m. today. 


Col. Reynaldo G. Wycoco, Quezon Constabular com- 
mander, said that his troops are on alert and his men can 
very well cope with the situation in case the rebels violate 
the ceasefire. 
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He said he has ordered all six company commanders, 
especially in the Bondoc Peninsula, to the vigilant after 
he received reports that the provincial plenum will be 
held there. 


Reports said that among those being groomed for the top 
regional positions in the CPP are Geminiano Gualberto, 
with the full backing of the NPA Laguna Command 
under Tirso Alcantara, and Gregorio Rosal alias Ka 
[Comrade] Roger with the support of the Melito Glor, 
Banahaw, and the Apolonio Mendoza Commands of the 
NPA. 


Communists Vow To Intensify Opposition to Bases 


HK2712040189 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 27 Dec 89 p 6 


{By staff writer Julius Fortuna] 


[Text] The Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP], 
which turned 21 years old yesterday, will intensify in the 
next five months its opposition to the continued stay of 
U.S. military bases in the Philippines, with a general 
political strike as the high point of the campaign. 


A ten-page document obtained by the GLOBE says that 
“the general political strike is the most significant 
weapon of the mass movement in this fight,” referring to 
the party’s call for the immediate dismantling of Clark 
Air Base and Subic Naval Base. 


Sources said the document entitled “Tactics During the 
Renegotiation of the Military Bases Agreement”, was 
circulated among party members in conjunction with the 
CPP’s 2\st anniversary. 


The CPP was founded in 1968 by a university bred 
intellectual adhering to the ideas of then Chinese leader 
Mao Zedong. Three months later, it formed the New 
People’s Army, which defense officials now estimate to 
“operational presence” in 64 of the country’s 74 prov- 
inces. 


The CPP is opposed to the continued stay of the U.S. 
bases, which it considers a legacy of colonial rule. Its 
program calls for the dismantling of the bases even 
before the lease on them expires in 1991. 


The CPP document said that the general political strike 
(welgang bayan) would be needed “to intensify the 
struggle and to frustrate reactionary plans.” 


The timing of the strike would depend on the situation 
during the period from January to May, the document 
said. 


The document also said that the CPP will apply “multi- 
ple tactics” to oppose the exploratory talks on the bases, 
scheduled early January. 


Among these tactics are street marches, distribution of 
leaflets, broadening of alliances with “progressive per- 
sonalities” and other “forms of creative campaigns.” 
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For January to February, left-wing organizations will 
conduct mass actions to oppose the forth-coming explor- 
atory talks between the U.S. and Philippine govern- 
ments, the document said. 


During this period, the mass movement will also expose 
the anniversary of the EDSA [Epifanio de los Santos 
Avenue] Revolt of February 22-25, 1986, as an elite 
revolution meant to consolidate American rule. 


The document also said that the CPP will oppose the 
formal talks on the bases, which it predicted would be 
held sometime in May after the exploratory talks are 
finished. 


In all likelihood, a new treaty would be arrived at, the 
document said, “but if public opposition is strong, 
approval of the treaty would be complex. 


The party, the document said, does not rule out the 
possibility that the Mangalpus and Platt panels would 
agree to a “gradual phaseout as a temporary measure.” 


Meanwhile, the Pro-Bases Secretariat [PBS] appealed for 
the peaceful resolution of the urgent issues that confront 
the nation, as it called on all Filipinos to unite for the 
upfight of the country’s poor. 


The PBS is a Cebu-based coalition advocating the pro- 
motion of RP [Republic of the Phillipines]-U.S. bilater- 
alties provided the country gains substantial economic 
benefits from those ties. 


Bases Panel Considering Total Phaseout 


H1K2812114989 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 28 Dec 89 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus today 
announced that the Philippine bases negotiation panel, 
which he heads, 1s considering the possibility of the total 
withrawal of U.S. bases from the country. He explained 
some of the options which the panel might present when 
the negotiations on this issue start. Here is part of 
Manglapus statement: 


{ Begin recording in English] It has always been one of the 
possible alternatives. The committee that has been orga- 
nized by the president, chaired by Secretary Macaraig, in 
which there are cabinet members as well as members 
from the private sector, I think, would entertain that 
alternative in arriving at its recommendation to the 
panel, of which I’m the head, during the coming year. 
There has, of course, as you know, already been oper- 
ating another council to study the peaceful uses of the 
bases headed by the president of the University of the 
Philippines, Mr Abueva. And they also, I'm sure, are 
looking into the question of the phasing out. When you 
study the conversion of these bases to civilian for 
peaceful use, | suppose that you would also have to 
consider the amount of time that it would take to convert 
these bases to fruitful civilian use. So the term that you 
mentioned, phaseout, | think is a useful (?fact). [end 
recording] 
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Commentary on Lessons of Panama for Bases Issue 


HK2612043789 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0130 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Commentary by Roger Lagasca] 


[Text] What is going on in Panama right now has lessons 
for us Filipinos. The Americans have a long history of 
intervention in the affairs of other countries. They have 
intervened militarily in such countries as Nicaragua, Fl 
Salvador, Mexico, and many others. Panama is an inde- 
pendent country, but the Americans have invaded it for 
reasons involving their own national interests. 


One interesting thing here is the role which the Soviet 
Union is playing today. It seems that Moscow approves 
of what Washington is doing. What is confusing at this 
Stage is the true meaning of Cemocracy. Right now the 
United States, which declares that it loves liberty and 
wants to protect democracy around the world, is vio- 
lating the sovereignty of another nation. By its present 
actions, it reveals its disregard for an independent state. 


The Philippines is in a delicate position, because Amer- 
ican interests here revolve around their military bases. 
Our people should be aware of this and of what is going 
on. One thing we must understand is that the upcoming 
talks involving the American military bases here are just 
exploratory talks; they are not yet negotiations. These 
exploratory talks will determine whether there will be 
negotiations over the retention or removal of the Amer- 
ican military bases here in our country. 


Let us make sure the Americans do not dictate to us. 
They must not tell us what to do. This is like a poker 
game, which is a favorite game of theirs. What we should 
do is give the Americans what they deserve. If they push 
us, we should push them doubly. We should play our 
cards close to our chest, and we must depend on the 
ability and nationalism of those people who would 
comprise our side in the negotiating panel. 


We are not saying: Remove the bases right now. We must 
study all sides carefully. If the bases are needed, and if 
this is in the nation’s interests, that should be our stand. 
But we must not knuckle under if Americans keep 
pushing us around. 


Commission's Top Officials Offer To Resign 


HK2812014589 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] All top officials of the Presidential Commission 
on Good Government [PCGG] have offered to resign to 
give President Aquino a free hand in reorganizing the 
agency under the office of the president. The PCGG has 
also issued a memorandum circular directing some 50 
PCGG director nominees in sequestered corporations to 
resign from their respective positions. PCGG commis- 
sioner David Castro said he and the other commis- 
sioners had offered to resign after his meeting with 
President Aquino yesterday. 
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Congressmen Resign To Run in Mindanao Elections 


HK 2712040789 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 27 Dec 89 p 6 


[By staff writer Rowena Bundang, with a report from 
Nash Maulana] 


{Text} Rep. Ali Dimaporo (KBL [New Society Move- 
ment], Lanao del Sur) and Rep. Guimid Matalam (LDP 
[Struggle of Philippine Democrats], Maguindanao) have 
both resigned from \: House of Representatives effec- 
tive today to run for office in the autonomous Muslim 
Mindanao region. 


Dimaporo, head of the 19-man opposition, and Mata- 
lam, chairman of the House Muslim affairs committee, 
will run either for the speakership of the regional 
assembly or the governor's post. 


The elections are scheduled for February | 2. 


Meanwhile, Maguindanao Governor Zacaria Candao 
won the nomination Tuesday of the ruling Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino (LDP) as the party's official 
candidate in the gubernatorial race in the autonomous 
Muslim Mindanao region, while Benjamin Loong, 
brother of Sulu Governor Tupay Loong, won the nomi- 
nation for vice governor. 


With Matalam’s resignation, the House is expected to 
name a new chairman of the Muslim affairs committee. 
The choices reportedly include Rep. Gregorio Andolana 
(PnB [people’s party], North Cotabato), Rep. Michael 
Mastura (LDP, Maguindanao) and Rep. Hilario de 
Pedro (LDP, South Cotabato). De Pedro is also vice 
chairman of the local governments committee. 


Candao, who will file his candidacy on Thursday, bested 
his closest rival, Matalam, during the LDP convention 
held in Cotabato City. 


Former Office of Muslim Affairs executive director 
Jami! Dianalan and Region 12 executive council 
chairman Ali Basir Lucman were also in the race for the 
LDP nomination. 


Candao’s post will be assumed by Maguindanao Vice 
Governor Norodin Matalam, Guimid’s younger brother. 


The autonomous region in Mindanao was ratified in a 
plebiscite held last November. 


Commission Postpones Mindanao, Cordillera Polls 


HK2612110389 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 1000 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The Commission on Elections [Comelec] today 
decided to postpone elections in the autonomous regions 
of Mindanao and the Cordilleras following an en banc 
meeting presided over by Comelec acting chairman 
Haydee Yorac. Elections originally scheduled for 24 
January are to be moved to 24 February. The deadline 
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for the campaign period and for submission of certifi- 
cates of candidacy was set for 15 January, 1990. 


Yorac claimed that it was necessary to postpone the polls 
in Mindanao because of the tense political situation in 
the area in the aftermath of the recent coup attempt. 


Meanwhile, the Philippine Constabulary intelligence 
chief stated that it was necessary to first consolidate the 
military in Mindanao to ensure orderly and peaceful 
elections in the region. 


World Bank Approves Debt Vlanagement Loan 


HK2712134389 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 25 


[By Ernesto Tolentino] 


[Text] Secretary of Finance Vicente R. Jayme yesterday 
announced that the World Bank executive board 
approved the Philippines’ request for a $200 million 
debt management loan. The Philippines would thus be 
the first heavily-indebted country to avail of such a loan 
from the World Bank in support of debt reduction 
operation under the Brady Plan, an initiative promul- 
gated by the Secretary of the U.S. Treasury to enable 
indebted countries to benefit from discounted debts in 
the secondary market. 


The approved loan is scheduled for signing in Wash- 
ington, D.C. on Dec. 22, [as published] with effectivity 
to follow shortly to permit first tranche disbursement of 
$150 million by Jan. 2, 1990. 


This action of the World Bank was preceded by similar 
action of the executive board of the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) last Dec. 20 approving the second 
tranche release of the Extended Fund Facility. 


The IMF decision was based on the positive assessment 
of the progress of the Philippine economy in relation to 
its program for growth. This will enable the Philippines 
to draw by yearend 1989 a total of SDR [Special 
Drawing Rights] 165 million (about $14.7 million) from 
the IMF that includes advances from 25 percent of the 
third and fourth tranches scheduled for !990 amounting 
to SDR 47.2 million (about $61.3 million) in addition to 
the full second tranche of SDR 94.4 million (about 
$122.7 million) plus 25 percent set aside from the first 
tranche of SDR 23.6 million (about $24.7 million). 


Earlier in November, a new loan not to exceed $300 
million was concluded with the Export-Import Bank of 
Japan in parallel with the IMF extended arrangement. Of 
this, about $107 million will be available for disburse- 
ment by yearend 1989 in proportion to the amounts 
drawn from the IMF extended fund facility. 
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Labor Department Forecasts Unemployment Rise 


HK2612044389 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The Department of Labo. is revising its employ- 
ment program in the face of an expected rise in the 
unemployment rate during the coming years. The pro- 
jection for the unemployment rate was made after the 
recent coup attempt. According to Labor Secretary Fran- 
klin Drilon, the coup attempt has produced a chain 
reaction in livelihood, trade, and employment rates. 
Based on a report by the National Economic Develop- 
ment Authority, economic growth may decline to only 5 
percent from the 6.5 percent projected for 1990. The 
Labor Department says that the unemployment rate may 
increase to 9.5 percent from the former figure of 8.7 
percent. This means that some 200,000 workers may lose 
their jobs next year. The Labor Department announced 
that under the new program, workers will be urged to 
become self-employed. The department is also hoping 
that Filipino workers will step up plans to seek employ- 
ment abroad. 


Economy Slows in First 9 Months of Year 


HK2612061189 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
26 Dec 89 p 2 


[Indicator column: “Implicit Price Index of the Gross 
National Product’’} 


[Text] The Philippine gross national product (GNP), or 
the sum total of goods and services turned out by the 
economy, grew slower this year. In the first nine months 
of the year, GNP growth rate was estimated at 5.9%— 
down from the 7.5% posted over the same period a year 
ago. As a result, growth targets have been readjusted. 


Alongside the lower rate of growth, there has been a 
ninefold increase in the prices of commodities and 
services since 1972. This indicates that P9 in 1972 would 
only buy roughly a peso worth of goods today. 


The continued rise in prices (and weakening of pur- 
chasing power) is reflected by the increase of the implicit 
price index of the country’s gross national product to 
92.071: points. This also reflects a sharp increase—by 
almost 100 points—in just a year. 


The GNP implicit price index (also known as GNP 
deflator) measures the percentage change in prices of all 
goods and services produced and rendered during a 
given period. It is used to adjust current GNP to con- 
stant prices. It is also a more extensive gauge than the 
consumer price index (CPI) considering that the latter 
considers only consumer goods. 


The immediate and perceptible explanation for the 
higher prices would be the considerable rise in the total 
money supply during the period. 
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Total domestic liquidity during the third quarier aver- 
aged p216 billion, or a 25.7% jump from the year-ago’s 
P171.87 billion. 


Meanwhile, production lagged behind. The country’s 
output growth was retarded by weather disturbances and 
the recurrent power loss. Consequently, nominal GNP 
increased by only 16.2%, while the value of production 
index climbed by only 21.4% during the period in 
review. 


It was a situation of too much money chasing fewer 
goods. The demand for goods and services appears to be 
an effect of money being spent and “respent.” 


Government efforts to correct the situation centered 
mainly on reducing liquidity in the system. 


Sectoral representatives had suggested that efforts 
should instead be centered on enhancing production. 


For instance, the country’s agricultural industry still 
suffers from insufficient production due to inadequate 
transportation, post-harvest and credit facilities. The 
problem of insufficient feed supply also still haunts 
livestock and poultry producers. Being alongside the 
“typhoon path” area is also detrimental to key agricul- 
tural industries. 


In this state, it is not unexpecte that agricultural pro- 
duction is limited. As a result of low production, agri- 
culture posted the biggest price jump on a year-on-year 
basis with an inflation rate of 16.55%. 


The services sector followed with an inflation rate of 
10.09% because of higher costs of hospitalization, 
rentals, and housing construction. Prohibitive interest 
rates arising from the liquidity-mopping operations by 
the Central Bank also contributed to this development. 


The inflation rate in the industry sector stood at 7.79%. 
The construction industry was the main propellant as the 
short supply of construction materials fueled increased 
costs in the industry. 


Implicit Price Index of the Gross National Product for 
3rd Quarter 1989 


By Industrial Origin 
Base Year: 1972 


Industry 3rd Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 
Group 
1989 1989 1988 

Agri., Fishery 812.12 739.54 696.77 
& Forestry 

= 767.16 709.21 | 645.99 
Agriculture & | 
fishery | 

- 2506.04 1768.60 | 2002.75 
Forestry 

die — 

Industry 916.21 881.0! | 849.99 
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Industry 3rd Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr on a consignment basis, all the above items posted sharp 
Group uptrends from year-ago levels during the first 10 months 
1989 1989 1988 this year. 
—Mining 1134.04 989.95 1045.61 Significantly, of all the imports, it was road vehicles for 
& Quarrying which the country paid the most of its dollars, at 
= 905.02 867.85 830.76 $379.888 million, during the ten-month period. The 
Manufacturing amount was |16% more than the previous level. The 
io 864.54 860.23 767.54 NSO data also indicate that majority of the vehicles 
Construction imported this year were passenger cars not used for 
on 1019.37 1009.72 1015.11 public service. This, the statistics office said, accounted 
Electric, Gas for almost half or $155.812 million of the total amount 
& Water paid for vehicle imports. Only 80 passenger jeepneys 
Service 985.47 927.38 895.18 were imported as against 118 private cars. 
— 827.76 818.16 817.21 The period under review also saw substantial payments 
ransportation for iron and steel, at 56.4% of the total import bi!l, and 
—Trade 1112.32 1075.74 1018.43 for general industrial machineries and equipment, at 
—Finance 1004.20 960.37 900.64 55.5%. These are clear reflections of the bullish activity 
& Housing which characterized the economy’s industria! and man- 
lla 372.35 741.10 693.03 ufacturing sectors throughout most of the current year. 
Services : . : P 
: Other import items which gobbled up the country’s 
See etal 796.12 843.30 foreign exchange during the 10-month period are cereal 
Guovicns and cereal preparations, 55.5% of the aggregate bill; 
_ textile yarns, 43.7% machinery specialized for particular 
. wae a casi industries, 28.1%; petroleum and petroleum products, 
Product 25.1%; electrical machineries, 20.3%: and organic chem- 
? 
Gross 920.71 862.93 831.65 comms, 5.20. 
ee Payments for consignment-based import items including 
CGorce Malional Gialistical UCOordination Board garments, embroidered fabrics, parts of watches, and 


Increase in Jan-Oct Trade Deficits Reported 


HK2712041989 Manila BUSINESS STAR 
in English 27 Dec 89 p 2 


[By Nerissa M. Quizon} 


[Text] The country’s trade deficit ballooned by 100% 
from $1.1 billion last year to $2.2 billion during the first 
ten months of this year, the National Statistics Office 
(NSO) reported recently. 


Per the NSO’s data, imports for the period stood at 
$8.645 billion, up 26.8% from the $6.816 billion during 
the same period last year. On the other hand, while 
exports grew by | 2.8%, this stood at an aggregate of only 
$6.444 billion, $2.202 billion short of what the country 
paid out for its imports. 


The expansion of the trade deficit, the NSO said, was 
largely due to the jacked up payments for imports on a 
consignment basis, industrial and electrica! machineries, 
petroleum and petroleum products, iron and steel, cereal 
and cereal preparations, road vehicles, textile yarns, 
machinery specialized for particular industries, and 
organic chemicals. 


Payments for these goods accounted for the bulk or 
51.3% of the total import bill. Excepting goods imported 


precious and semi-precious stones also increased to 
$1.406 billion. But this was 4.4% less than last year’s 
$1.471 billion. 


This downtrend was probably the result of either two 
things; Filipino manufacturers have started to appreciate 
locally-sourced raw materials and semi-processed inputs 
or they simply did not have sufficient cash left after hefty 
commitments particularly in the garments industry. As 
already noted, 43.7% of the country’s foreign exchange 
expenditures during the period went to textile yarns. 


Against imports’ growth of 26.8%, this year’s growth in 
exports was a pale comparison. But the NSO said that 
such growth in exports is still impressive considering 
that almost half of the country’s top dollar earners, 
mostly from the agricultural sector, posted sharp value 
declines. 


Investments for First 10 Months Increase 


HK2612055589 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 26 Dec 89 p 9 


[By staff member Corri S. Narisma] 


[Text] Investments monitored by the Board of Invest- 
ments (BOI) from January to October this year have 
reached about P64.6 billion, or 180% more than the 
previous year’s level of P23.05 billion. 
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[hese imvestment figures were based on new and 
expanding projects registered with the BOL during the 
10-month period 


Of the total project costs registered during the period, 
54% or a total of P35.6 billion were actual equity 
infusions while the remaining 46% were to be financed 
mostly through borrowings. 


Equity investment during the first 10 months of the year 
was almost 170% more than its year-ago level of only 
P1 3.4 bilhon 


[he number of investment projects registered with the 
BO! during the period reached 2,180, or about 60% more 
than the 1,391 registered projects in the same months 
last year 


Employment generated by the projects this year totalled 
140.203, or 48.5% over last year’s employment genera- 
won of 94,378 


QO! the total equity investments of P35.6 billion, P19 
bilhon were infused by local investors while P15.8 bil- 
lon were contributed by foreign nationals. 


However, details on the nationalities of the foreign 
investors and their shares in the total equity infusion 
were not disclosed by the BOT 


But during the month of October alone, Hong Kong 
investors topped the list of foreign investors in the 
country, accounting for P917 million. 


This reflected a 1,525% increase over last year’s level of 
only P2! muilhon. The sharp climb was due to the 
relocation or flight of capital from Hong Kong in antic- 
ipation of the rn of control over Hong Kong to the 
People’s Rep... of China by 1997. This worry was 
compounded by fears brought by the violence in Beying 
early this year 


Hiong Kong was followed by Taiwan, the United States, 
japan and India with their respective shares of P279 
million, P19) millon, P!1S millon and P1111 million 
worth of investments. 


Of the total projects registered, 1089 projects worth 
P45.2 billion were manufacturing activities such as food 
processing, wood products production, manufacturing of 
paper and paper products, textiles, basic industrial 
chemicals, construction and housing components, 
machinery and equipment, electrical and electronic 
products and others 


The BOT ts targetting a total investment registration of 
P70 billion to P80 billion this year. 


However, the bullish momentum this year 1s not 
expected to continue in 1990 because of the Dec. | coup 
attempt staged against the Aquino government. 


lhe BOT may have to scale down its investments target 
for next year to about P42 billion despite the impressive 
performance this year 
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Prior to the incident, the BOL was intending to set its 
1990 investment target at $5 bilhon or about PIO 
billion. 


New and expanding projects, both local and foreign, are 
expected to push through despite the December | inci- 
dent but those that are still under the planning stage may 
be temporarily called off 


Among the big projects that are pushing through are 
those of the petrochemical project Taiwan's USI Far 
East, the textile plant of Far bastern Textile, and the 
expansion venture of Toyota Motors Corp. of Japan. 


Total Energy Use Shows Upward Trend Jan-Sep 
11K261 2060389 Manila BUSINESS STAR 
in English 26 Dec 8Y p 2 


[“Indicator” column by Conrado M. Diaz Jr “RLP 
Energy Use Rose 11.1% in Ist 3 Qtrs”] 


[Text] The country’s total energy utilization from Jan- 
uary to September this year reached 89.811 million 
barrels of fuel oil equivalent (MMBFOE), 11.1% more 
than the year-ago level of 80.863 MMBFOE, according 
to the Office of Energy Affairs (OBA). 


The OFA attributed this uptrend in the utilization of 


energy from local and foreign sources to the surge in 
economic activity during the nine-month period. 


A total of 55.917 MMBFOE of energy fuels of the oil 
sector was used up during the period, 14% more than the 
49.034 MMBFOE consumed last year. 


Oil products—aviation gas, aviation turbo, premium 
and regular gasoline, diesel, fuel oil, kerosene and liqui- 
fied petroleum gas (LPG)—comprise 62.3% of total 
energy utilization during the period 


Other energy sources are coal, hydrothermal and geo- 
thermal and non-conventional, from which were 
obtained 33.893 MMBFOE. This was 6.5% more than 
the previous year’s 31.829 MMBEFOE, the OFA said. 


But coal’s utilization dropped by 3% from 6.753 
MMBFOE to 6.548 MMBFOE. The OFA attributed this 
drop to a decline in consumption in the power genera- 
tion and fertilizer sectors. In the power generation 
sector, the forced outage of the Cebu Coal Thermal Plant 
2 affected operations while in the fertilizer industry, 
producers opted to use more of the sulfuric acid plant 
than coalfired broilers in making their products. 


Coal-fired broilers, alongside concentrators which were 
producing lower quantities during the period, are the 
main users of coal-generated steam, the OFA said. 


Imported energy sources remained the largest suppliers 
to local energy demand, accounting for a substantial 
58.517 MMBFOE or 65.2% of total usage during the 
period under review. Foreign oil supply was the largest 
single contributor to total consumption level, at $5.11 
MMBFOEFE or 61.4% 
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imported coal, on the other hand, accounted for a 
utilization volume of 3.407 MMBFOE. This represented 
a 3.8% share of aggregate demand. 


Consumption of both imported oi! and coal posted 
increases which made total utilization grow by 15%, or 
7.65 MMBFOE, trom last year’s imported energy con- 
sumption level of 50.867 MMBFOE., 


Cumulative consumption of indigenous energy, mean- 
while, reached 31.294 MMBFOE during the period 
under review, up 4.3% from the previous year’s level of 
29.996 MMBFOE. 


This brought the country’s energy self-sufficiency ratio— 
the ratio of total indigenous energy consumption to total 
energy consumption—to 34.8%. This further meant sav- 
ings worth $439 million from foregone oil imports, the 
OEA said. 


Domestic crude liftings, though, continued to suffer due 
to the depletion of reserves and the shutdown of North 
Matinole I and Galoc wells. Utilization of this energy 
source posted the highest drop, at 35.1% from the 
previous year’s 1.244 MMBFOE to a mere 0.808 
MMBFOE this year. 


Other indigenous energy sources which displayed 
improvements in utilization during the period were 
hydrothermal, at 9.2% from 7.647 MMBFOE to 8.352 
MMBFOE:; geothermal, at 7.5%, from 6.393 MMBFOE 
to 6.874 MMBFOE, hagasse, at 17.9%, from 3.544 
MMBFOE to 4.180 MMBFOE; agriwaste sources from 
coconut husk/shell, rice husk and wood/woodwaste, at 
7.5%, 4.8% and 7.4%, respectively, which hiked utiliza- 
tion to a combined 7.688 MMBFOE as against the 
previous year’s level of 7.169 MMBFOE. 


The least utilized energy source remained black liquor— 
pulp wood extract—which accounted for a negligible 
0.3% of total utilization during the period. This indige- 
nous energy source also registered a fall in utilization, by 
22%, from 0.323 MMBFOE to 0.252 MMBFOE. 


Thailand 


Further on Phichai News Briefing on Resignation 


BK2912011189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
29 Dec 89 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Democrat Party leader Phichai Rattakun said 
yesterday his resignation as deputy prime minister was 
purely a personal affair and had no connection whatso- 
ever with the party. 

“There is no conflict within the coalition parties. It's a 
personal matter and my decision was abrupt,” Mr 
Phichai told reporters at a press conference at the 
Democrat Party’s head office in Chiang Mai. 

Sources in the Democrat Party told the BANGKOK 
POST yesterday that Mr Phichai, in a circular to party 
ministers after his resignation on Wednesday [27 
December], said he had decided to quit because of 
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‘inappropriate remarks” made against him by two Cab- 
inet members from other coalition parties. 

Mr Phichai did not reveal the identities of the two 
ministers but it is understood he was referring to PM's 
Office ministers Chaloem Yubamrung (Muan Chon) and 
Anuwat Watthanaphongsiri (Chat Thai) who reportedly 
opposed his proposal that the Cabinet review its 
appointment of Mr Thamrong Phatthanarat as the new 
city clerk. 

Mr Anuwat during Wednesday's cabinet meeting report- 
edly defended the Cabinet appointment of Mr Tham- 
rong, saying that Cabinet members had made the deci- 
sion on the issue as “winyu chon (persons with ordinary 
prudence) and nobody is crazy”, which Mr Phichai 
apparently took as an insult. 

The sources said that Mr Phichai urged in his circular 
that the Democrat Party continue to give support to the 
Chatchai coalition. 

Mr Phichai during the press conference yesterday 
recalled the years he had worked closely with former 
prime minister Prem Tinsulanon and Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan. 

He said that while serving with Gen Prem and Gen 
Chatchai, both personally and formally, “we worked 
with understanding... when | and the party work with 
any government, we all have loyalty towards the head of 
the Government’. 

He said that while working with the previous govern- 
ment and with the Chatchai Government, he was “happy 
all along”. 

“| gave all my respect to both Gen Prem and Gen 
Chatchai,” he said. 

Therefore, he said, he had no problems in his work. 
Mr Phichai said the reason for his resignation was 
“purely a persona! matter”. 

The resignation, he said, became effective yesterday. 
He declined to elaborate on the reason, saying, “I cannot 
tell you.” 

However, Mr Phichai said that as a politician and a 
member of the Democrat Party, he had to stick to 
political ethics that “regard integrity and ideology as 
ultimate”’. 

Pressed by reporters to describe the atmosphere at the 
Cabinet meeting on Wednesday, Mr Phichai said he 
could not reveal to the public what happened at the 
meeting. 

“Anyway, | can assure you that what I decided was 
abrupt and has no connection whatsoever with the 
Democrat Party. 

“Besides, | resigned not because of anger, hatred, any 
feeling of revenge or any premeditated plan,” he said. 
Mr Phichai said that after he walked out of the Cabinet 
meeting, he wrote a resignation letter and tendered it to 
the Prime Minister at | 1.30 a.m. “I asked my boy to pass 
on my letter to an official in front of the Prime Minister's 
Office,” he said. 

Later, he told close friends he had already resigned as 
deputy prime minister. 

Mr Phichai said “‘to resign is normal! and it should not be 
treated as a big story”. 
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“For politicians, coming in or going out is just normal,” 
he said, 

Asked by reporters what the Democrat Party would do 
now its leader had stepped down, Mr Phichai said he 
wanted to see the party continue to throw full support 
behind the Chatchai Government because “we have no 
conflict at all after working together for over a year in 
this six-party coalition government”. 

Asked who would succeed him as deputy prime minister, 
Mr Phichai said it depended on the Democrat Party to 
elect his successor. 


“We have our procedures,”’ he said. 


He said the party’s |5-member executive committee 
would call a meeting today and make a proposal to the 
party's administrative committee and to a joint com- 
mittee of MPs. 


There would be no problem with this, he said. 


Mr Phichai said that now he had resigned he would be 
able to work full time assisting the party. 


He said he had until the end of December next year to 
retire as party leader. 


“I will spend the rest of my term developing and 
expanding the party branches with all my heart and life,” 
he said. 


“In particular, | will visit the over 100 party branches 
throughout the country because they have not been taken 
care of for a long time. Besides, | will also take this 
opportunity to pick candidates for the 1992 general 
election,” he said. 


He said that after his term as party leader ended, he 
would no longer contest the leadership. 


Mr Phichai said that now he had made his decision to 
resign, “the other ministers of the Democrat Party 
should not have to follow suit”’. 

“They must stay on to support Gen Chatchai because 
over eight to nine years both (former) prime minister 
Prem and Prime Minister Chatchai have proved that 
they can perform well, which I can guarantee,” he said. 
Asked whether his resignation had been stopped by 
Prime Minister Chatchai, Mr Phichai said “he couldn’t 
stop the resignation because the Constitution has clearly 
defined that when even one minister announces that he 
has resigned, it becomes effective’’. 


Democrats To Support Marut for Deputy Premier 


BK291 2020589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
29 Dec 89 pp I, 2 


[Excerpt] Despite Deputy Premier Phichai Rattakun’s 
resignation on Wednesday [27 December] Prime Min- 
ister Chatchai Chunhawan said yesterday the Democrat 
Party would not withdraw from the coalition govern- 
ment. 


Key Democrats, meanwhile, said they will support 
Phichai’s nomination of Marat Bunnak, a deputy Dem- 
ocrat leader, to replace him as deputy prime minister. 
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Marut told THE NATION last night that senior Demo- 
crats had asked him to succeed Phichai as deputy pre- 
mier and that as a politician he was ready to take the 
challenge. 


Chuan Likphai, the seniormost deputy Democrat leader, 
told reporters he prefered to remain public health min- 
ister because he was “‘still young’. Chuan, 51, is a 
seven-time MP [member of Parliament], while Marut, 
65, has been elected four times. However, Chaun said 
the decision must rest with the Democrat executives and 
MPs who will meet today to discuss the nomination. 


None of the Democrats opposed Phichai’s wish to 
remain party leader for another year. Some of them, 
including deputy leader Prachuap Chaiyasan, deputy 
leader Banyat Banthathan and deputy spokesman 
Chulin Laksanawisit, stressed that Phichai would be 
devoting himself to party affairs until the end of next 
year. The Democrats are scheduled to elect a new lead- 
ership on Jan 10, next year. 


All the Democrats speaking to the press yesterday sought 
to downplay the political implications of Phichai’s res- 
ignation and said they wanted the party to remain part of 
the coalition. Most said it was Phichai and Chatchai's 
wish to keep the Democrat Party in the coalition “to 
sustain the democratic government’. 


Chatchai said that he received Phichai’s resignation 
yesterday and was not in a position to reject it since it 
automatically took effect with the Democrat leader's 
announcement of his decision to quit. 


Chatchai said Phichai cited “personal reasons” for his 
resignation, which he announced at a news conference in 
Chiang Mai yesterday morning, and denied that Phichai 
quit in protest over the appointment of acting Bangkok 
Governor Thamrong Phattanarat as city clerk earlier this 
month. 


‘He has personal reasons. I guess he was tense over some 
personal issues,” the premier said but did not elaborate. 


Describing Phichai’s departure as “normal,” Chatchai 
said that ministers of any other coalition partner, 
including Chat Thai, can also be replaced before the 
government's four-year term expires in | 992. 


“Cabinet members can be rotated because four years (the 
government's term) is not a short time. But that is 
strictly up to each of the parties themselves,” he said. 


Backing Chatchai’s statement, three key Democrat Cab- 
inet members—Agriculture Minister Maj Gen Sanan 
Khachonprasat (who is party secretary general), Chuan 
and Prachuap—said there was no reason for the Demo- 
crat party to pull out of the 16-month-old coalition. 


Asked about Phichai’s call to scrap Thamrong’s appoint- 
ment, Sanan said it was no longer an issue following 
Thamrong’s rejection of his nomination. 
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Sanan spoke to THE NATION shortly before Thamrong 
called a news conference to announce his decision to 
reject the appointment to end the political turmoil, Yet 
Thamrong denied that his move bore any relation to 
Phichai's sudden resignation. 


Sanan yesterday called many Democrat MPs and minis- 
ters to his residence to brief them on the situation and 
sound out their views on Phichai’s replacement in the 
Cabinet. Among the Democrats who visited Sanan were 
Deputy Communications Minister Anek Thapsuwan 
(Samut Songkhram), Thoetphong Chaiyanan (Tak), 
Pricha Musikun (Kamphaeng Phet), Mrs Tuanchai 
Nupura (Udon Thani) and Samon Lo (Songkhla). 


According to some Democrats attending the meeting, 
Sanan said he had not anticipated that the Cabinet 
debate over Thamrong would lead to Phichai’s resigna- 
tion. Sanan said Phichai left the Cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday after several ministers, including PM’s 
Office Minister Anuwat Watthanaphongsiri and PM's 
Office Minister Chaloem Yubamrung had objected to 
the Democrat leader’s suggestion that Thamrong’s 
appointment be reviewed. 


“The secretary general said Premier Chatchai followed 
Phichai out of the room and was told of his intention to 
resign. The premier unsuccessfully tried to change 
Phichai’s mind,” one Democrat said. 


Chatchai later asked Sanan and Prachuap to persuade 
the Democrat leader not to resign. The two Democrat 
ministers caught up with Phichai at Don Muang Airport 
as he was preparing to ieave for Chiang Mai but also 
failed to influence him, according to Sanan. 


The Democrat source also quoted Sanan as saying that 
Phichai asked them to continue supporting the coalition 
government in a letter to Sanan. 


Phichai will return to Bangkok from Chiang Mai after 
New Year celebrations. 


The Democrats said that at the informal meeting at 
Sanan’s residence yesterday, there was a consensus that 
Marut should be made deputy premier, and not Chuan, 
as his promotion may lead to a reshuffle of the Democrat 
ministers. 


“Chuan’s appointment could be a problem and may 
upset other coalition partners,” a source said. [passage 
omitted] 


Acting Bangkok Governor Quits City Clerk Post 


BK2912011789 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
29 Dec 89 pl 


[Text] Acting Bangkok governor Thamrong Phattha- 
narat yesterday decided to withdraw from the controver- 
sial City Clerk post which was approved by the Cabinet 
and apparently led to the resignation of Phichai Rat- 
takun as deputy prime minister. 
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Mr Thamrong said he made the decision on his own, 
regardless of Mr Phichai’s resignation, and without pres- 
sure from or consultations with anyone, including Inte- 
rior Minister Praman Adireksan. 


The Cabinet decision to name Mr Thamrong as city clerk 
provoked a heated argument in the Cabinet on 
Wednesday [27 December] causing Democrat Party 
leader Phichai to resign. 


Mr Thamrong said he had informed Pol Gen [Police 
General] Praman of his decision in writing and he hoped 
the Cabinet would approve it in order to avoid further 
problems arising from the appointment. 


He also said he had met Pol Gen Pram — during the 
Taksin Day ceremony at Wongwien Yai . esterday and 
told him personally of his decision to quit the post. 


Mr Thamrong said he made the decision when a swarm 
of reporters questioned him about Mr Phichat’s resigna- 
tion and the City Clerk post. 


Mr Thamrong said the Juridical Council, which had 
been assigned to rule whether the Cabinet decision to 
appoint him was legitimate, no longer needed to pursue 
the matter as he had already decided to quit the post. 


He explained that his appointment had not yet been 
forwarded to His Majesty the King for an approving 
Signature pending the Juridical Council's ruling, since 
that would already be too late as the city governor and 
council elections were drawing near. 


The elections will be held on January 7. 


Mr Thamrong, however, argued that his appointment as 
City Clerk was only meant to maintain the neutrality of 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration [BMA] officials 
in the polls. 


He said the attempt to ensure the impartiality of BMA 
officials, ranging from district staff to teachers and 
village chiefs, had apparently failed and the elections 
would have to be held “‘the way they will be”. 


Mr Thamrong said that if the Juridical Council ruled 
that the Cabinet was correct in appointing him City 
Clerk, the council would be criticised for siding with or 
bowing to the Cabinet. 


If not, all Cabinet members would have to resign as a 
matter of political etiquette, he said. 


But Mr Thamrong maintained that the Cabinet made the 
right, legitimate decision. 


Chatchai on Appointment of Bangkok City Clerk 


BK2912092689 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 29 Dec 89 


[Text] This morning at the Government House, Phokhin 
Phonkun and Kaeosan Atipho—representatives of 234 
academics, lecturers, and lawyers who oppose a cabinet 
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decision on the appointment of a new Bangkok city 
clerk—submitted to Prime Minister General Chatchai 
(hunhawan a letter of protest against the appointment. 
The letter says the appointment ts neither legally correct 
nor legitimate, the cabinet inappropriately made such an 
appointment by reversing its own previous decision that 
gives a new Bangkok governor authority to propose the 
appointment of a new city clerk. They therefore 
requested the cabinet to review the appointment. 


The prime minister told the two representatives that the 
cabinet made the appointment with honest intentions 
upon a request to prevent injustice in the Bangkok 
gubernatorial clection to be held on 7 January. Chatcha 
said the Chat [hai Party has no candidates running in 
the clection for fear that the election campaign may 
adversely aflect the Chat Thai Party, which 1s the core of 
the coalition government, 


lhe prime minister said the cabinet decision was aimed 
al creating tairness and correctness for the election. If 
anything is found to be incorrect, we must try to find 
ways to correct it, and we have speedily been doing this. 
In carrying Out various tasks, some of them may have 
been incorrect. The cabinet has considered more than 
$000 issues, therefore some of them may not have been 
thoroughly considered. However, the main objective of 
the appointment was to create justice for the election. 


(hatcha: added that yesterday, during the time the king 
laid a wreath at the King Taksin Monument, he met 
Bangkok city clerk Thamrong Phatthanarat. Thamrong 
informed him that if problems still continue, he would 
like to withdraw from the city clerk post. Later in the 


evening, [hamrong did announce his withdrawal from 
ihe post. The prime minister praised Thamrong for his 
Sacrifice 


[he prime mintster told the academics’ representatives 
that he agreed with the lectures paying attention to and 
participating in solving the problem for the sake of the 
country, because it is a way we can help each other think 
and carry out work. It is impossible for one man to know 
everything, he said in conclusion. 


Soviet Prime Minister To Visit 11-12 Feb 
RK 2912021589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 


Y Dec &Y p 1? 


[By Oranut 
sathit} 


\nusaksathian and Sam-ang Wutthisak- 


[Excerpt] Moscow will send a trade mission to Bangkok 
in early February to prepare for the official visit of 
Russian Prime Minister Nikolay Ryzkhov, the first by a 
premier trom the communist superpower since diplo- 
matic relations were established nearly a decade ago. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday 
confirmed that Ryzkhov would visit Bangkok on Feb 
11-12. Details of the tentative schedule have not been 
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dislosed, but it 1s believed that Ryzkhovy 1s scheduled to 
meet his Thai counterpart, Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan. 


The talks are expected to be wide-ranging, covering 
politics, economics and cultural exchanges. [passage 
omitted] 


Government Recognizes New Romanian [| eadership 


BK28/ 2005389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST 
in English 28 Dec 8&9 pl 


[Text] The Government yesterday recognised the new 
Romanian leadership which emerged after the over- 
throw of the Ceausescu dictatorship. 


The recognition was announced following a meeting 
yesterday between Romanian Charge d’Affaires Con- 
stantin Lupeanu and Foreign Permanent Secretary M.R 
Kasemsamoson Kasemsi at the Foreign Ministry. 


The Romanian envoy notified M.R. Kasemsamoson of 
the new leadership in Romania which comprises Presi- 
dent lon Ihieuscu, Vice President Dumitru Mazilu, 
Prime Minister Petre Roman and Foreign Minister 
Nicolae Militaru. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan will send a congratulatory message 
to the new leaders while he would also send one to his 
counterpart. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi added that in response 
to a Romanian request, he would seek Cabinet approval 
to send canned food and medicine supplies worth about 
2-3 million baht to Romania. 


Minister Confident U.S. To Remove Watch Status 


BK2512035089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST 
in English 25 Dec 89 p 17 


[Text] Commerce Minister Subin Pinkhayan 1s confi- 
dent Thailand will be removed from the United States’ 
priority watch list under Section 301 of its Trade Act by 
next April. 


Dr Subin said he believed Thailand would then be in a 
better position due to several developments over the past 
year initiated by the government to protect intellectual 
property rights. 


He said a special committee chaired by the Permanent 
Secretary for Commerce had been formed to revise the 
country’s laws on intellectual property rights such as 
copyrights, patents, trademarks and computer software. 


The minister said the revisions would be based on US 
pressuring, the country’s interest and the outcome of 
next year’s multilateral talks on intellectual property 
rights under the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. 
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Washington decided last November to retain Thailand 
on the priority watch list for another six months until 
April when it will review Thailand's development on the 
intellectual property rights issue. 


The US decided last May to put Thailand on the priority 
watch list and gave the country until November | to 
come up with concrete action on protecting intellectual 


property rights. 


Dr Subin said allowing imports of foreign cigarettes was 
a sensitive issue as it involved various groups, including 
local tobacco planters, anti-smoking groups and the 
Thailand Tobacco Monopoly labour union. 


He said he was hopeful Washington would understand 
the Thai Government's position on this issue and would 
reduce its mounting pressure on the country. 


A US team is scheduled to arrive here early next month 
to hold talks with Thai authorities in the hope of 
convincing Thailand to open its market to US cigarettes. 


American cigarette producers have submitted a petition 
to the US Trade Representatives calling for the use of 
Section 301 if Thailand continues to ban the legal sale of 
American cigarettes. 


Dr Subin said he expected US protectionism to subside 
next year and was hopeful a positive outcome at next 
year’s multilateral talks on intellectual property rights 
and other issues at GATT would help alleviate the US 
pressure on Thailand. 


The minister also assured the private sector, particularly 
those concerned about the possible impact on their 
industries, that the Government was doing its best to 
preserve the country’s interests. 


He said exports of several products, including textiles 
and jewellery, had not fallen as earlier feared. 


UN Budget Restraints Affect Cambodian Refugees 


BK2512032089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Dec 89 p 4 


[By Thana Phupat] 


[Text] The United Nations Border Relief Operation 
(UNBRO), which has scraped along on a tight budget 
this year, may face the worst financial crisis since its 
establishment in 1982 unless donor countries substan- 
tially step up their coniributions, a senior UN official in 
charge of humanitarian assistance to Cambodian said. 


Though the imminent problem is unlikely to affect 
“life-sustaining programmes” such as provision of food 
and basic necessities to refugees, social, educational and 
security programmes could be disrupted and might be 
abandoned, said Shah A.M.S. Kibria, special represen- 
tative of the Secretary General for Coordination of 
Kampuchean Humanitarian Assistance Programmes. 
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He told THE NATION that UNBRO will begin its 1990 
fiscal year with a carryover of just $3.4 million, an 
amount enough to fund UNBRO operations only 
through the middle of February. 


“This 1s certainly the most precarious financial situation 
UNBRO has faced since the beginning of its operation in 
1982,” the special representative said. 


‘Although several donor countries have pledged to con- 
tribute a $26.5 million worth of cash and material 
contributions for next year, the assurance (for a balance 
budget) is not good enough.” 


The pledges, almost all of them for in-kind contribu- 
tions, were made by the European Community coun- 
tries, Japan and the United States during the Dec 7 
donors’ meeting in Bangkok. 


UNBRO has proposed a budget of $58.7 million for 
1990, compared with the 1989 revised budget of $58.4 
million. The 1990 budget is considered a zero-growth 
budget when taken into consideration inflation and the 
population growth of Cambodian displaced persons 
under UNBRO’s care. 


The UN agency, which cares for nearly 300,000 Cambo- 
dian displaced persons in border camps in Thailand, is 
expected to limit its cash expenditure to US $28.4 
million in 1990, compared with US$33 million spent in 
1989, according to Kibria. 


“Nevertheless, unless there is a substantial increase in 
contributions over the level of the past several years, we 
will be faced with a serious budget shortfall which may 
well make it impossible to continue implementation of 
all of our programmes,” he said. 


Kibria said although life-sustaining programmes, 
including provision of food, and other basis necessities 
to the Cambodian displaced persons will not be affected 
by the financial problem, social, education and security 
programmes could be disrupted or abandoned altogether 
if UNBRO financial situation did not improve. 


—Another result of the budgetary constraints that has 
caused concerns for UNBRO and relief workers 1s the 
limiting of UNBRO stock of emergency supplies, 
which is now enough for the evacuation of only 
140,000 persons, or about half of the Cambodian 
refugee population in border camps, he said. 


The border population over the years has been subjected 
to shelling incidents as the result of the fighting between 
the three Cambodian resistance forces and the Vietnam- 
installed Phnom Penh government. 


According to an UNBRO report, only one shelling inci- 
dent took place since Sept | this year when a shell fell 
inside Site 8 camp in Prachin Buri and injured three 


people. 
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Editorial Views Thai Role in Regional Peace 


BK25/2052089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Dec 89 p8 


{Editorial: “Hopes for Regional Peace"’} 


[Text] One of Thailand's greatest assets going into the 
1990s is its peaceful domestic situation at a time when 
two of its four neighbours are in turmoil. How Thailand 
will capitalize on its security is a major challenge lying 
ahead of us in the new decade. 


In Burma, the jailing of opposition leader U Tin U of the 
National League for Democracy added new doubts to the 
sincerity of the Burmese military dictatorship holding a 
“free and fair’ election next May. Another opposition 
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, secretary-general of the NLD, 
has been under house arrest since last July. She may not 
be permitted to take part in the promised election. 


The Chatchai Administration and the Thai Army have 
maintained close relations with Rangoon, but they have 
had no visible influence on political developments in 
Burma. Thai powers-that-be seem content with only 
seeking timber and fishing concessions and other invest- 
ment deals in Burma. In actively doing business with 
Rangoon, the Thai government assumes that the Bur- 
mese military dictatorship will be able to keep the 
Burmese people under tight control indefinitely. 


However, recent developments in Eastern Europe, par- 
ticularly the bloody downfall of Romanian President 
Nicolae Ceausescu, indicate that the days of all 
rei. aning military dictatorships are numbered. Sooner 
or later, the Burmese people will prevail; rigging the 
upcoming election could not prevent the eventual vic- 
tory of the people, it would only make its coming more 
painful. The Thai government, unfortunately, is still too 
short-sighted to see beyond current quick profits from 
timber and fishing concessions. 


Cambodia poses a different problem. Thailand is playing 
an active role in trying to help end the | 11-year-old 
conflict. Premier Gen Chatchai Chunhawan was even 
accused of paying too much attention to Cambodia while 
overlooking domestic economic problems. 


His critics ignored the fact that the presence of Viet- 
namese troops in Cambodia posed the greatest direct 
threat to Thailand. And, although Hanoi claimed to have 
withdrawn all of its troops from Cambodia by last 
September, fighting continued between the three parties 
in the resistance and the Phnom Penh faction. The 
fighting, as Premier Chatchai often reminds us, also 
threatens the lives and well-being of our border villagers. 
Thus continued Thai attention to the Cambodian con- 
flict is not only justifiable but necessary. 


Thailand, alone, cannot impose its will over the four 
warring Cambodian factions. But an international con- 
sensus on making the United Nations assume a major 
role in the Cambodian peace process is shaping up and 
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this appears as the most practical alternative to the 
current civil war in Cambodia. 


Thailand's relationship with Laos was on a roller coaster 
this decade. Normalization of bilateral ties after the Ban 
Romklao border battle in 1987-88 has been making 
steady, though slow, progress. Now the two governments 
are in the middle of a new dispute over the detention of 
19 Thais by Lao authorities for allegedly intruding into 
Lao territory. The incident, once again, reminded us of 
the unresolved border demarcation problem which was 
also the cause of the bloody battle nearly two years ago. 


The formal end of insurgency by Chin Peng’s outlawed 
Communist Party of Malaya [CPM] removed one big 
common security threat from the Thai-Malaysian 
border. A few senior Thai Army officers, backed by 
Army chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, helped mediate 
the peace accord between Chin Peng’s CPM and the 
Malaysian government. The goodwill from this success 
ought to stimulate Kuala Lumpur to reciprocate by 
helping Thailand end the Thai Muslim separatist move- 
ment, whose guerrillas still occasionally harass southern 
Thai villages and burn down schools in their intimida- 
tion campaign to alienate the people from the Thai 
authorities. 


All in all, Thailand is in a fairly secure position, although 
the region is not yet in peace. But we do have a moral 
responsibility to support the quest for peace so that all 
peoples in this region can live in harmony, share in the 
regional prosperity and enjoy a better and more peaceful 
life. 


Vietnam 


Leaders Greet Romanian Counterparts on Election 


BK2712153589 Hanoi VNA in English 1434 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[Text| tfanoi VNA Dec. 27—Vietnamese State Council 
President Vo Chi Cong and Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers Do Muoi today extended their congratulations 
to Ion Iliescu and Petre Roma on their election as 
president and chairman of the Council of Ministers, of 
Romania. 


In their messages, the Vietnamese leaders expressed their 
wishes for the further consolidation and development of 
the traditional friendship between the two countries in 
the interests of the two peoples, of peace and social 
progress. 


Friendship Organizations Support Romanian People 


BK2712153189 Hanoi VNA in English 1435 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 27—The Vietnam Union of 
Peace, Solidarity and Friendship Organisations has sent 
a message to the Council of the Romanian Front for 
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National Salvation affirming that the solidarity, friend- 
ship and cooperation between the peoples of Vietnam 
and Romania would continue to be strengthened and 
developed. 


The message said: 


“The Vietnamese people follow with keen interests the 
current developments in Romania and believe that the 
Romanian Front for National Salvation will soon stabi- 
lize the situation in the country and the people’s life. We 
sincerely wish that the Romanian people will surmount 
all difficulties, thus continuing to advance Romania 
along the path toward socialism with its real superiority, 
that is for the freedom and happiness of the people.” 


Nguyen Van Linh Greets New GDR Party Leader 


BK2512161589 Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA December 25—General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
Nguyen Van Linh has sent a message of greetings to 
Gregor Gysi on his election as president of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany—Party of Democratic 
Socialism. 


The message wishes the fraternal people of the German 
Democratic Republic overcome all trials and hardships 
to gain new achievements in socialist construction in the 
GDR. 


It also wishes the fraternal friendship, solidarity and 
cooperation between the parties and peoples of Vietnam 
and the GDR constant consolidation and development. 


Greetings to Hungarian Party Chief on Election 


BK2712154189 Hanoi VNA in English 1432 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 27—Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, today extended his congratulations to Gyula 
Thurmer, on his election as president of the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party. The Vietnamese party leader 
wished the Hungarian party leader good health and 
success in his highly responsible task, and the friendship 
and cooperation between the two parties and peoples 
further consolidation and development. 


Forestry Memorandum Signed With Cambodia 


BK2612155989 Hanoi VNA in English 1519 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec 26—A delegation of the Viet- 
namese Ministry of Forestry led by Vice-Minister Tran 
Trung Hieu paid a working visit to Cambodia from Dec 
18-21 at the invitation of the Cambodian Ministry of 
Agriculture. 


During this visit, the two sides signed a memorandum of 
understanding on the contents of the scientific, technical 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 71 


and economic cooperation between the forestry branches 
of the two countries for next year. 


Visit by French Oil Company President Reported 


BK2712154989 Hanoi VNA in English 1427 GMT 
27 Dec 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 27—Francois Xavier Ortoli, 
chairman of the French petroleum company C.F.P. 
[Compagnie Francaise des Petroles]-Total and president 
of the French Industrialists’ Union, paid a working visit 
to Vietnam from Dec. 22-27. 


During his visit, F.X. Ortoli reviewed with the leader- 
ship of the Vietnam National Petroleum Company— 
Petro-Vietnam—the implementation of a contract on oil 
prospection and exploitation in the Tonkin Gulf, which 
was signed in November last year. He inspected a 
jack-up oil rig recently installed at a point about 100 km 
off the port city of Haiphong. The French industrialist 
called on Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
General Vo Nguyen Giap, and conferred with Dau Ngoc 
Xuan, chairman of the State Commission for Coopera- 
tion and Investment, on the possibility of French indus- 
trialists’ investment in Vietnam. 


F.X. Ortoli was received at the presidential palace here 
on Dec. 26 by Vo Van Kiet, first vice-chairman of the 
Council of Ministers. Also present at the reception were 
Truong Thien, chairman of Petro-Vietnam, and Claude 
Blanchemaison, French ambassador to Vietnam. 


In an interview with V.N.A. before leaving Hanoi this 
morning, Mr. F.X. Ortoli said he was pleased with the 
bright prospects of cooperation with Vietnam in oil 
prospection in the Tonkin Gulf. Ortoli specified that the 
first drilling which is expected to begin in a few days will 
take about 70 days to reach a depth of 3,500 metres 
under sea. Seismic survey had been made on 6,000 
square kilometres. If the drilling proves positive, a 
second will follow suit and possibly a third will be made 
in 1990. “Nothing very certain can be said now but we 
are Optimistic even though many risks are involved in 
this kind of venture,” he added. 


Mr. Ortoli revealed that he had spent twenty years of his 
young age in Vietnam ana said he was very happy to be 
the first French company to enter into a joint venture in 
the oil industry with a country he knew only too well. 


Italian Foreign Minister Concludes Visit 


BK2712031789 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] At the invitation of the Government of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Gianni Michelis, foreign 
minister of the Republic of Italy, paid an official friend- 
ship visit to Vietnam from 24-27 December. During his 
visit, the Italian foreign minister and his entourage laid a 
wreath at President Ho Chi Minh’s mausoleum and 
visited his home and office. 
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The Italian delegation was cordially received by Council 
of State Chairman Vo Chi Cong and Council of Minis- 
ters Chairman Do Muoi. The delegation held talks with 
SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach. 


During the talks, the two sides exchanged views on 
measures aimed at strengthening cooperation between 
the two countries and discussed regional and interna- 
tional issues of mutual concern. The Italian delegation 
also met with the SRV ministers of foreign economic 
relations, agriculture and food industry, culture, and 
public health and with representatives from the Ministry 
of Marine Products. 


In the evening of 24 December, the Italian guests 
attended Christmas celebrations at the Hanoi cathedral. 


The Vietnamese and Italian foreign ministers called a 
news conference to announce the result of the visit 
which, they said, marked a new ind important step of 
development in the relations be: . een the two countries. 


The Italian delegation left Hanoi on 26 December for a 
visit to Ho Chi Minh City and successfully concluded its 
official friendship visit to Vietnam on 27 December. 


Military Commission Thanks Leaders, Masses 


BK2712035089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The Military Commission of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee and the Ministry 
of National Defense sincerely thank party, state, and 
front leaders; sectors and mass organizations at the 
central level and in provinces; cadres of sectors and 
branches; and people throughout the country for their 
kind assistance and cooperation in satisfactorily orga- 
nizing activities to mark the 45th founding anniversary 
of the Vietnam People’s Army in the spirit of commem- 
orating the All-People National Defense Day. 


Health Minister Addresses National Assembly 


BK2912140989 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 24 Dec 89 


[“Excerpt” from statement by Public Health Minister 
Pham Song at 23 December morning National Assembly 
plenary meeting—portions recorded] 


[Summary] At the 23 December plenary meeting of the 
Eighth National Assembly’s Sixth Session, Comrade 
Pham Song, minister of public health, presented a 
number of matters in supplement to the report of the 
Council of Ministers. After pointing out the actual 
situation of the collection of part of hospital fees in the 
recent past, as well as the fundamental principles of this 
issue, the comrade health minister said: 


[Begin recording] ““The concrete fact is that all hospitals 
from district to central levels that have collected fees are 
now capable of securing cash for their daily expenses to 
maintain operations. At a time when society—including 
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state organs and enterprises—tends to be service- 
oriented, hospitals will face the danger of ceasing oper- 
ations if they have no cash to cover various expenses or 
to pay for the repair of ambulances and other first aid 
facilities.” 


It is correct that hospital fees should not be collected in 
mountainous or highland districts, in order to encourage 
our compatriots in these districts to get used to scientific 
medical treatment and not to turn to superstitious prac- 
tices to alleviate disease. This was also agreed upon at 
the seminar held by the public health sector in 
November to conduct research on |! mountainous dis- 
tricts throughout the country, and—as specified in Deci- 
sion No 45 of the Council of Ministers—this should be 
decided by the people’s committees of the provinces 
concerned. 


“We would like to tell the National Assembly honestly 
that we still fail to fully provide guidance for the assess- 
ment of this problem. Our explanation is that we must 
consolidate grass-roots public health units to help them 
bring down expenditures if we expect them to make 
contributions, and to send to hospitals at higher levels 
only patients that really need emergency treatment.” 


“We suggest that the National Assembly allow us to 
continue collecting hospital fees with the condition that 
we intensify control and supervision to improve and 
rearrange medical fee collection points and encourage 
the setting up of experimental medical insurance pro- 
grams in compliance with the paragraph dealing with 
medical treatment and health care in the report sub- 
mitted to the National Assembly by the Council of 
Ministers on the program of action for 1990.” [end 
recording] 


Le Quang Dao Gives National Assembly Speech 
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{“Text” of National Assembly Chairman Le Quang 
Dao’s speech at the 28 December closing meeting of the 
Eighth National Assembly’s sixth session at the Ba Dinh 
Conference Hall in Hanoi—recorded] 


[Text] Dear National Assembly deputies, dear comrades 
and friends: Our Eighth National Assembly’s sixth ses- 
sion has ended satisfactorily after many days of work in 
an urgent and democratic atmosphere. At this session, 
after discussing the various reports made by the Council 
of Ministers and other responsible agencies, the National 
Assembly unanimously adopted important resolutions 
on the orientations and tasks of socioeconomic develop- 
ment for 1990, the draft state budget for 1990, the final 
account of the 1988 state budget, the resolution on 
exemption of agricultural taxes for peasants as instructed 
by President Ho in his testament, and other resolutions. 


The National Assembly realized that in 1989, the coun- 
try’s socioeconomic situation experienced great changes 
in several main aspects. The Council of Ministers and all 
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sectors and echelons have made great efforts in their 
guidance and instruction. Nonetheless, these changes are 
only initial and are unstable. The economy is still unbal- 
anced and the new management mechanism has not yet 
been carried out in a uniform fashion. Many social 
problems and difficulties need to be solved. Only by 
making greater efforts can we overcome our difficult 
situation. 


The National Assembly has made serious self-criticism 
and analyzed the reasons for existing problems. It has 
worked out orientations and measures to ensure imple- 
mentation of the 1990 socioeconomic tasks. The 
National Assembly has held heated debates on key issues 
concerning the draft laws on labor unions and the press 
and the draft amendments and adjustments to some 
provisions of the penal code. These draft laws need to be 
approved and promulgated at an early date in order to 
meet the requirements of the present situation. The 
National Assembly has also voted on and adopted the 
draft law on the press and the draft amendments and 
adjustments to some provisions of the penal code. 
Regarding the draft law on labor unions, the National 
Assembly held that even though this draft document had 
been thoroughly reviewed, further study is still needed tn 
order to make it reflect more clearly the renovative spirit 
of the sixth party congress resolution before it can be 
passed at another session. 


Regarding the draft laws on agricultural, commodity, 
income, and business taxes, the National Assembly 
entrusted the Council of State with the task of seeking 
the viewpoints of the National Assembly deputies and 
then reviewing these draft laws before making them 
known to the people for their suggestions. 


Dear National Assembly deputies: At this session, our 
National Assembly warmly hails the speech that Com- 
rade Vo Chi Cong, member of the party Central Com- 
mittee Political Bureau and chairman of the Council of 
State, delivered to the heads of the National Assembly 
delegates at the conference on renovating the party's 
leadership over the activities of the National Assembly, 
the highest state organ of power, and the people’s coun- 
cils at all levels. 


In order to fulfill the heavy socioeconomic tasks of 1990, 
the National Assembly, the Council of State, the Council 
of Ministers, and all sectors, echelons, and the people 
must continue to vigorously accelerate the renovation 
process set forth by the party. 


The National Assembly should review its work to derive 
experience therefrom and should continue renovating its 
activities in order to carry out its functions and duties 
correctly, as stipulated by the Constitution. In the imme- 
diate future it should push forward its legislative work 
even more strongly, raise the quality of its sessions, 
strengthen the relations between the deputies and their 
constituents, consolidate and perfect the Nationalities 
Council and the various standing committees of the 
National Assembly. It should carry out study to revise 
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and amend the statutes concerning National Assembly 
deputies and by-laws on National Assembly sessions and 
promulgate regulations on organization and operation of 
the Nationalities Council and National Assembly 
standing committees and on the Council of State’s work. 


After this session, all National Assembly deputies 
should, in their respective positions, actively contribute 
to renovating the activities of the elective organs. 
Together with the administration at all levels, the 
Fatherland Front, the mass groups, the social organiza- 
tions, and the people and combatants throughout the 
country, the National Assembly deputies must devote all 
their energy and intellect to successfully implementing 
the National Assembly’s resolutions. 


Dear National Assembly deputies, the National 
Assembly warmly welcomes the diplomatic activities of 
our state in the recent past, which have contributed to 
broadening our international relations and preserving 
peace in the region and the rest of the world, thereby 
creating more favorable conditions for our cause of 
national construction and defense. 


The SRV National Assembly sternly condemns the 22 
December 1989 armed attack on and blatant aggression 
against the Republic of Panama, an independent and 
sovereign country, by the U.S. imperialists. Together 
with peace- and justice-loving people in Latin America 
and throughout the world, our National Assembly and 
people express their full support for the Panamanian 
people’s just struggle for independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity, and resolutely demand that the U.S. 
imperialists immediately withdraw their troops from 
Panama’s territory. 


Dear National Assembly Deputies, under the leadership 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam and with the all-out 
efforts of the entire people, we are convinced that in 
1990 our country will see new, positive changes and 
score many new achievements to grandly celebrate the 
birth centenary of venerated and beloved President Ho 
Chi Minh and to welcome other major anniversaries. 


As the new year of 1990 is drawing near, on behalf of the 
National Assembly, | cordially wish the people and 
combatants throughout the country, overseas Viet- 
namese, and all National Assembly deputies a new year 
full of good health and happiness. 


I hereby declare the Sixth Session of the Eighth National 
Assembly closed. [applause] 


NHAN DAN Views National Assembly Session 
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[Text] On the occasion of the fine success of the Eighth 
National Assembly's Sixth Session, NHAN DAN today 
{29 December] carries an editorial entitled: Toward 
Stability and Development. 
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After examining the socioeconomic developments in our 
country in 1989, the advantages and difficulties it faces 
upon entering the 1990 plan year, and the significance 
and role of state organs, the NHAN DAN editorial says: 
The primary, important role of the National Assembly is 
that of a legislative body. In this session, the National 
Assembly adopted a number of laws, including the Law 
on the Press, which provoked lively and exciting debate. 
However, several other laws were not adopted because of 
a lack of meticulous preparations. 


Generally speaking, the National Assembly should 
devote much more time to legislating. It is the wish of 
many deputies, and also of the entire people, that the 
various committees of the National Assembly be 
strengthened and adopt rational working procedures in 
order to fulfill their legislative duty more satisfactorily in 
the coming years and to manage state affairs by legisla- 
tion that 1s fully imbued with the renovation viewpoint. 


The National Assembly is the highest organ of state 
power, but also the organ bearing the highest responsi- 
bility to the people. It is the people’s wish that the 
National Assembly fully exert its power, but the people 
also demand to supervise the National Assembly’s activ- 
ities. For this reason, the National Assembly, its com- 
mittees, and each deputy should report on the results of 
their annual work so as to strengthen all citizens’ confi- 
dence in the role of the deputies they have chosen as 
their representatives in the socialist democratic system. 


Resolution on Mountain Area Development Issued 
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[Text] The Communist Party of Vietnam Central Com- 
mittee’s Political Bureau recently issued a resolution on 
some positions and policies on socioeconomic develop- 
ment in mountain areas. 


The resolution comprises three parts: 


1. The Socioeconomic Situation in Mountain Areas; 

2. Some Major Positions and Policies on Socioeconomic 
Development in Mountain Areas; and 

3. Organization of Implementation. 


Resolution Summarized 
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[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 27—Party General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh on Nov. 27 signed a resolution of the 
Politburo of the party Central Committee on socio- 
economic development in the mountain regions. 


The resolution points out that the mountain regions 
account for three-fourths of Vietnam’s land area which 
have long been inhabited by most ethnic minorities and 
endowed with great economic potentials. Due to their 
decisive role in the country’s economic environment and 
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their many gates to the outside world, including coun- 
tries in the region, they occupy a particularly important 
position in national defence and security. 


Though much progress has been made in socialist con- 
struction and economic development, on the whole the 
level of socio-economic development in the mountain 
regions remains very low. The commodity economy is 
underdeveloped while natural and semi-natural econo- 
mies still occupy a sizable proportion. Nomadism has 
not been basically solved; the majority of the mountain 
population still meet with many difficulties, very acute 
in some areas. On the other hand, the reactionary and 
other hostile forces have taken full advantage of the 
rugged and hardly accessible terrains of the mountain 
regions to carry out their acts of multi-faceted sabotage 
against the revolution. 


In addition, the wanton exploitation and destruction of 
forests remain very serious. 


On the relations of production in agriculture, progress 
has been made by a number of cooperatives while many 
others exist only in form. Little attention has been paid 
to the family-based economy and other appropriate 
forms of the cooperative economy. 


The resolution puts forth a number of major policies as 
follow: 


To work out appropriate policies so as to create favour- 
able conditions for the mobilization of the mountain 
population to make better use of their resources and 
strength, to develop the commodity economy and to 
increase step by step the accumulation for investment in 
the construction and development of the mountain 
region. To this end, it is necessary, first of all, to make 
the relations of production in the mountain regions 
conformable with the characteristics and level of the 
local productive forces. 


To build the state-run economic organizations along the 
direction of increasing their efficiency into the nucleus 
for socio-economic development in the mountain 
regions, to widely apply appropriate forms of the coop- 
erative economy in the transitional period, from low to 
high, special attention shall be paid to developing the 
family-based economy; to encourage investment in 
afforestation, industrial production, transportation and 
service industries; to expand free circulation of goods, 
exchanges and trading at mutually agreeable prices; to 
make full use of foreign funds and cooperation in devel- 
oping the economy and culture in the mountain regions. 


In order to realize equality among all nationalities, 
attention must be attached to the training of cadres of 
ethnic minorities, respecting and developing the fine 
customs and cultural traditions of all ethnic minorities. 


To defend firmly the national frontiers and the moun- 
tain regions 1s the common task of the whole country but 
first of all it is a vital duty of the mountain areas. 
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In order to develop the mountain regions all-sidedly and 
steadily, a question of decisive significance is to attach 
importance to the work of party building. 


With regard to concrete policies, the resolution points 
out that the food question in the mountain regions must 
be solved along the line of developing the commodity 
economy and abolishing the self-supply in food in all 
areas; the production, processing and marketing of the 
mountain regions’ products such as forest products, 
pharmaceutical materials, subsidiary food and industrial 
crops, fruit trees, cattle, minerals... should be encour- 
aged. 


With regard to the nomadic peoples, investments should 
be made to set up permanent settlements for them. 


To limit timber exploitation at headwater forests, forest 
preserves and denuded forests, while stepping up affor- 
estation. 


To strongly develop the processing industry, small indus- 
tries and handicafts in rural areas, introduce new trades, 
particularly those using locally available materials. 


To build or upgrade some main roads and set up some 
key economic centres. 


To attend to the development of small-sized hydro- 
power stations and other forms of energy. 


To organise a large-scale marketing network covering all 
communes and hamlets, market-places and traffic 
arteries. 


To build some scientific and technological research 
centres suited to the characteristics of each region. 


To organise and well manage the import and export 
operations at border provinces and districts, including 
the exchange of goods between people on both sides of 
the border. To issue policies for protecting domestic 
goods against economic sabotage, against contraband by 
smugglers and state organizations. The border mountain 
localities can act as import-export agencies in dealing 
with neighboring countries in keeping with the state’s 
regulations. 


To adopt open, preferential treatment policies towards 
foreign investments for economic development in moun- 
tain regions, especially in agriculture, forestry, the 
mining and processing industries, small industries and 
handicrafts, building of the infrastructure, trading and 
services. 


To rent or tender lands and forest lands for long-term 
exploitation by peasants and public employees’ families. 


To encourage peasants to join in all forms of economic 
cooperation, big and small, between households and 
individuals on the principle of democracy and voluntari- 
ness. 


To readjust the tax policies on agriculture, small indus- 
tries and handicrafts and goods circulation in favour of 
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the development of a commodity economy in the moun- 
tain regions. The general guideline is to exempt those 
areas having great difficulties from agricultural tax, to 
exempt some essential products from circulation tax, 
reduce agricultural tax for food production and commer- 
ical tax for some small industries and handicrafts in the 
rural areas of the mountain regions. 


Except for those products prohibited from circulation by 
law, it is necessary to encourage free production, mar- 
keting, circulation and exchange of commodities among 
the ethnic minorities in the mountain regions and 
between the mountain regions and the plain, on a 
national scale. 


To increase information means, including modern 
means like radio-cassette, television and video. 


To pay due attention to the use of minority spoken 
languages (and scripts if any) in information and propa- 
ganda work. 


To increase investments for the building of schools and 
classes for training teachers of basic general education 
schools. 


To adopt preferential treatment policies in the enroll- 
ment of students, and the granting of scholarships, 
especially with regard to children of ethnic minorities in 
the mountain regions. To give priority to the training of 
cadres of minority origin and those in the mountain 
region who are willing to return to their localities for 
work after finishing their studies. 


Agriculture Minister Reports on Grain Production 
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[““Excerpt’’ of Report by Nguyen Cong Tan, minister of 
the agriculture and food industry, on 1989 agricultural 
production and targets for 1990 delivered at the 23 
December National Assembly session—recorded] 


[Text] Generally speaking, the factors which helped 
increase the output of rice and other agricultural prod- 
ucts in 1989 were, first, the favorable weather condi- 
tions, especially during the three rice crops in 1988-89. It 
can be said that localities throughout the country have, 
in general, harvested bumper crops, especially the prov- 
inces in the Mekong River delta. Although some prov- 
inces in the central region experienced typhoons and 
severe floods, the consequences did not seriously affect 
national rice production output because the region is not 
a rice-rich zone. 


Second, material investments have improved notably, 
especially in water conservancy, land reclamation, fertil- 
izer production, and so forth. Noteworthy are the invest- 
ments made by the state and people in exploiting the 
Dong Thap Muoi region, the Long Xuyen rectangle, and 
the western zone of the Red River; and in water conser- 
vancy, land reclamation, chemical fertilizer production, 
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and in labor distribution. The exploitation of the above- 
said three zones has contributed to increasing the 1989 
nce production output of the whole Mekong River delta 
region by 50 percent. 


Third, improvement in the quality of seeds has been 
achieved thanks to the application of new techniques. 
Crop patterns and the quality of fertilizers have also 
been improved, while more investment has been made in 
these areas. Fourth, the new mechanism and policies, 
especially the Communist Party of Vietnam [CPV] Cen- 
tral Committee Political Bureau’s Resolution No 10 
have encouraged positive, uniform efforts by millions of 
peasants who enthusiastically contnbuted their energy 
and capital to exploiting the land potential, accelerating 
intensive cultivation, and developing rice cultivation by 
applying new scientific and technical advances. 


Regarding the 1990 rice production target, the Council 
of Ministers chairman's report specifies that it should be 
21.5-22 million tonnes of grain, of which rice production 
should reach more than 19 million tonnes or | million 
tonnes more than in !989. This could be achieved by 
continued acceleration of grain production in localities 
throughout the country, especialliny rice production in 
the Mekong and Red River deltas as well as in other 
rice-rich provinces. In the Mekong River delta alone, the 
planned target is 9.5 million tonnes plus or about | 
million tonnes more than 1989. This requires a con- 
tinued exploitation program of the Dong Thap Muoi 
region, the Long Xuyen rectangle, and the western zone 
of the Red River. To achieve this grain production 
target, great efforts are required from all, along with the 
following conditions: 
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First, there should be no major natural calamity in the 
key rice-planting regions. Measures should be taken to 
effectively cope with natural calamities. 


Second, measures should also be taken to ensure the 
implementation of established projects such as striving 
to increase investment to improve water conservancy in 
the Mekong River delta and waterlogging drainage in the 
Red River delta as well as other urgent water conser- 
vancy projects in provinces uf the central region. Efforts 
should be made to ensure sufficient fertilizer and insec- 
ticide and the application of scientific-technical innova- 
tions to production. Regarding fertilizer, it is basically 
sufficient now. 


Third, the mechanism and policy on encouraging agri- 
culture should be satisfactorily implemented. Our nation 
is situated in a region where natural calamities are 
frequent, and at times we have faced very serious ones. 
During years of major natural calamities beyond our 
prevention, we experienced serious shortfalls of agricul- 
tural production output. In 1978, for instance, natural 
calamities damaged 800,000 tonnes of rice. However 
mother nature provided us with favorable conditions in 
six crops during 1988-89. In 1990, we should heighten 
vigilance to cope with major natural calamities to mini- 
mize losses. 


We should take measures to cope with possible major 
natural calamities which could affect the fulfillment of 
our grain production targets. In such case, we should 
Strive to ensure sufficient grain for the country. At 
present, we have a firm accumulation of grain and as a 
result, we should closely monitor the grain production 
situation in localities throughout the country. satisfacto- 
rily organize grain management, and strive to overcome 
all adverse conditions in grain distribution. 
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